
  

Key Stage 3 Beliefs & Values: Religious Education 

  
LEARNING ABOUT RELIGIONS  LEARNING FROM RELIGION  

Students who 
achieve these 

criteria by the end 
of Key Stage 3 are 
likely to achieve 

grades 7, 8 or 9 at 
GCSE. 

a. use religious and philosophical vocabulary to give 

informed accounts of Religions and Beliefs explaining 
the reasons for diversity within and between them 

b. evaluate why people belong to religions 
c. explain why the impact of Religions and Beliefs upon 

individuals, communities and societies varies 
d. interpret sources and arguments, explaining the 

reasons that are used in different ways by different 
traditions to provide answers to ultimate questions 
and ethical issues 

e. interpret the significance of different forms of religious, 
spiritual and moral expression  

f. use reasoning and examples to express insights into 
the relationship between beliefs, teachings and world 
issues 

g. express insights into your own and others’ views 
on questions and issues raised by religion and belief 

h. consider the challenges of belonging to a religion in the 
contemporary world, expressing personal insights and 
responses to these challenges  

Students who 
achieve these 

criteria by the end 
of Key Stage 3 are 
likely to achieve 

grades 4, 5 or 6 at 
GCSE. 

a. use an increasingly wide religious vocabulary to explain 
the impact of beliefs upon individuals and communities 

b. describe why people belong to religions  
c. know that similarities and differences illustrate distinctive 

beliefs within and between religions and suggest 
possible reasons for this 

d. explain how religious sources are used to provide 
answers to ultimate questions and ethical issues 

e. recognise diversity in forms of religious, spiritual 
and moral expression, within and between religions  

f. formulate and suggest answers to questions raised 
by religion and belief 

g. relate questions raised and religious challenges to 
your own and others’ lives 

h. explain what inspires and influences them in 
relation to the challenges of belonging to a religion  

Students who 
achieve these 

criteria by the end 
of Key Stage 3 are 
likely to achieve 

grades 1, 2 or 3 at 
GCSE. 

a. use developing religious vocabulary to describe and 
show understanding of practices, beliefs, ideas, 
feelings and experiences 

b. describe the impact of religion on people's lives 
c. describe some similarities and differences both 

within and between religions 
d. describe and show understanding of sources 
e. suggest meanings for a range of forms of religious 

expression  

f. raise and suggest answers to questions and issues 
raised by religion and belief. 

g. apply their ideas relating to their study of religion and 
belief to their own and other peoples lives 

h. describe what inspires and influences themselves 
and others, in relation to religion and belief  
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