
GCSE Religious Studies 

Exam Practice: Marriage and the Family 

Marriage 

a. Outline three reason why marriage is important to Christians. (3) 

a. Outline three reason why marriage is important to non-Christians. (3) 

a. Outline three Christian beliefs about marriage. (3) 

b. Explain two ways Christians respond to non-religious attitudes to marriage. (4) 

b. Explain two ways Christians respond to non-religious attitudes to cohabitation. (4) 

b. Explain two reasons why marriage is important to Christians. (4) 

c. Explain two reasons why Christians get married. Refer to sources of wisdom and authority in 

your answer. (5) 

c. Explain two reasons why marriage is important in Christian life. Refer to sources of wisdom and 

authority in your answer. (5) 

d. “Marriage is more important for Christians than for non-religious people”. Evaluate this 

statement considering arguments for and against. (12) 

Sexual Relationships 

a. State three types of sexual relationships other than marriage. (3) 

a. Outline three attitudes to same sex relationships. (3) 

a. Outline three Christian beliefs about sex outside of marriage. (3)  

c. Explain two reasons why many Christians are against people having sex before marriage. Refer 

to sources of wisdom and authority in your answer. (5) 

c. Explain two reasons why Christian teachings about sexual relationships may be important today. 

Refer to sources of wisdom and authority in your answer. (5) 

c. Explain two different Christian beliefs about homosexuality. Refer to sources of wisdom and 

authority in your answer. (5) 

d. “Christians believe adultery is worse than pre-marital sex”. Evaluate this statement considering 

arguments for and against. (12) 

d. “Non-religious people have the most sensible attitude to homosexuality”. Evaluate this 

statement considering arguments for and against. (12) 

Families 

a. State three different types of family. (3) 

a. Outline three different types of family types in twenty-first-century society. (3) 



c. Explain two reasons why there are more single-parent and blended families than there used to 

be. Refer to sources of wisdom and authority in your answer. (5) 

d. “The family is more important for Christians than for non-religious people”. Evaluate this 

statement considering arguments for and against. (12) 

d. “Children need to be brought up in secure family units”. Evaluate this statement considering 

arguments for and against. (12) 

Support for the family in the local parish 

a. Outline three ways that the local church supports parents. (3) 

b. Explain two ways in which local parishes provide support for families. (4) 

c. Explain two reasons why supporting families is important to Christians. Refer to sources of 

wisdom and authority in your answer. (5) 

c. Explain two ways in which local parishes provide support for families. Refer to sources of 

wisdom and authority in your answer. (5) 

d. “Parents don’t need help from the local parish church to raise their money.” Evaluate this 

statement considering arguments for and against. (12) 

Family Planning 

a. State three types of contraception. (3) 

a. State three possible outcomes of not using a condom when having sex. (3) 

b. Explain two different Christian views of contraception. (4) 

b. Explain two reason why there are different Christian attitudes to contraception. (4) 

b. Explain two different Christian beliefs about contraception. (4) 

c. Explain two reasons why non-Catholic Christians support the use of contraceptives. Refer to 

sources of wisdom and authority in your answer. (5) 

d. “The world would be a better place if everyone followed Catholic teachings on contraception”. 

Evaluate this statement considering arguments for and against. (12) 

d. “People should decide for themselves what contraception they use”. Evaluate this statement 

considering arguments for and against. (12) 

Divorce & Remarriage 

a. Outline three different views on divorce. (3) 

a. Outline three Christian teachings about divorce. (3) 

b. Explain two different views on divorce. (4) 

b. Explain two differing views on remarriage. (4) 

c. Explain two reasons why remarriage is a problem for Catholic Christians. Refer to sources of 

wisdom and authority in your answer. (5) 



d. “Christians should never divorce”. Evaluate this statement considering arguments for and 

against. (12) 

d. “Christians should be more understanding when marriages break down”. Evaluate this 

statement considering arguments for and against. (12) 

d. “Divorce should not be a religious issue”. Evaluate this statement considering arguments for 

and against. (12) 

Equality of men and women in family 

a. State three roles within the family. (3) 

a. Outline three Christian teachings about the equality of men and women in the family. (3) 

b. Explain two different attitudes to equal roles of men and women in the family. (4) 

c. Explain two reasons why Christians have different attitudes to the roles of men and women. 

Refer to sources of wisdom and authority in your answer. (5) 

d. “Men and women are totally equal and so should have completely equal roles in the family.” 

Evaluate this statement. (12) 

Gender Prejudice & Discrimination 

a. Outline three ways women are discriminated against in the church. (3) 

b. Explain two ways that Christians oppose gender discrimination. (4) 

b. Explain two reasons why some Christians oppose the ordination of women. (4) 

b. Explain two ways Christians show they are opposed to gender discrimination. (4) 

c. Explain two reasons why Christians have different attitudes to gender prejudice and 

discrimination. Refer to sources of wisdom and authority in your answer. (5) 

d. “Christians should never treat women differently from men.” Evaluate this statement 

considering arguments for and against. (12) 

d. “Women should have the same leadership roles as en within the Church”. Evaluate this 

statement considering arguments for and against. (12) 

d. “Christians should work against gender discrimination.” Evaluate this statement considering 

arguments for and against. (12) 

 

 

 

 

 


