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Message 
FROM THE HEAD TEACHER

Welcome to Clarendon.

We are very proud of our school and the journey we 
are on. Clarendon is located in the heart of Trowbridge 
and we see ourselves as a community school. We are 
here to serve students of all abilities and ages, from 
Year 7 to Year 13. Our aim is to develop the young 
people in our care, so that they arrive as enthusiastic 
children in Year 7, but leave us at the end of Year 13 
as fully rounded young adults, ready to face the world 
with confidence and the belief that they can go on 
and achieve their dreams.

Our Sixth Form is a vibrant and exciting place to 
learn. We are developing it all of the time to ensure 
our students get a full and rewarding experience. 
We will deliver rigour in their learning, but also ensure 
we enhance key skills like resilience, teamwork, and 
independence. The Sixth Form experience should be a 
mixture of challenge and support; our aim is to make 
our students succeed with smiles on their faces.

I welcome you:
• as a current student in the school, looking to stay on 

into Year 12;
• as an external candidate, weighing up your options;
• or as parents, keen to make the right choice for your 

son/daughter. 

Please come and visit us and have a tour of our 
facilities. Talk to our staff and students and get a feel 
for our fully inclusive Sixth Form. 

MR ROBERT PRICE



Dear Student or Parent,

Thank you for your interest in our Sixth Form. 

Whether you be a current member of the Clarendon 
community or a prospective newcomer, we trust that you 
will be impressed by the vision and achievements of our 
Sixth Form. Our aim is simple: to provide every student who 
attends here with exceptional teaching, pastoral support, 
and opportunities to pursue their ambitions and interests. 

In my role as Head of Sixth Form, I work alongside each 
of our students and members of staff to ensure that we 
always adhere to four essential principles:

Inclusion: Everyone who conducts themselves with a 
positive attitude towards their work and towards others 
is welcome in our Sixth Form. Our staff and students treat 
everyone with equal levels of respect and kindness, 
regardless of their ability or background. 

Aspiration: Our staff and students celebrate the values of 
diligence, independence and resilience. We support each 
other in becoming the best that we can be. 

Opportunity: Our staff ensure that all students can make 
informed choices about their futures through providing 
them with frequent and meaningful opportunities to 
engage with career specialists, employers and higher 
education providers. Our students reflect carefully on their 
options and make ambitious choices about their future. 

Wellbeing: We recognise the importance of maintaining 
good mental and physical health. The happiness of our 
students is of paramount importance to the staff of our 
school. 

I am proud of the Sixth Form that we are creating at 
Clarendon – but my greatest source of pride is our students 
who, through their hard-work and dedication, achieve 
great things every day. 

We hope that you will decide to join our school 
community. 

MR MIKE GRIFFITHS  
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Academic LIFE
We offer a wide range of A-Level and BTEC options, 
ranging from traditional subjects such as Maths and 
English Literature to more innovative subjects such 
as Digital Media. In addition, our students are given 
the opportunity to complete an Extended Project 
Qualification, a Gold Arts Award, or – for those studying 
BTEC Sport – a Sports Leader Award. 

Independent study is an essential requirement for 
success in the Sixth Form. As such, we provide all 
students with Supported Study: timetabled sessions in 
one of our study rooms with a member of teaching 
staff present to support with problems and queries. 
For use in these sessions, our teaching staff have 
also created a comprehensive virtual learning 
environment, which provides a wide range of 
academic articles, podcasts, knowledge organisers, 
and other relevant study materials.

Facilities
The heart of the Clarendon Sixth Form is the Adrian 
Green Building: a modern facility with two study 
rooms and a lecture theatre. This is where our students 
engage with supported study, take part in assemblies, 
receive guest speakers, enjoy film evenings with their 
fellow students, and find support from the Sixth Form 
leadership team.

Alongside this, our Sixth Form students have access 
to a large school library as a quiet place in which to 
study. Working with our colleagues in the PE Faculty 
and Trowbridge Sports Centre, we are also able to 
offer access to a wide range of sporting facilities, 
including a swimming pool, squash courts, tennis 
courts, a football pitch, and a gym equipped with 
a range of cardio-vascular and strength training 
equipment. 





Higher Education 
CAREERS AND APPRENTICESHIPS

Whether it be a place at university, an apprenticeship 
or a job, one of the greatest priorities of our Sixth Form 
staff is ensuring that all our students have the expert 
support and guidance they need in order to secure 
their preferred future pathway. 

Working alongside organisations such as Bath Spa 
University and the Wessex Inspiration Network, students 
who decide to apply for higher education are guided 
by the Head of Sixth Form and their tutor in choosing 
the universities and the courses that are best suited to 
their needs. In Year 12, all students are given training 
on the UCAS application process and then supported 
through each stage of this exciting period in their 
education. For those students who wish to apply 
to Oxford or Cambridge, we are also able to offer 
bespoke programmes of support so that they are 
prepared for the many challenges that these options 
can present.   
 
With many exciting new apprenticeships now 
available in a variety of sectors, we also ensure 
that our students are fully informed about these 
opportunities and how to apply for them. In September 
2019, for example, we worked alongside Vision Path 
– an organisation that connects employers and 
students – to provide our students with information on 
a range of apprenticeship opportunities with Hitachi 
Capital. We also organise an annual apprenticeships 
fair, during which students are given the opportunity 
to explore a range of career opportunities and to 
begin making connections with local and regional 
employers. 



Sixth Form TUTORING
Each day in the Clarendon Sixth Form begins with a 
tutor session. Our tutors play a vital role in guiding and 
supporting our students through the many academic 
and personal challenges that they might face in 
the Sixth Form. From writing a personal statement 
for a UCAS application to tips on maintaining 
healthy lifestyles, our students benefit from regular 
and meaningful time spent with our friendly and 
experienced tutor team. 

At the heart of our Sixth Form tutor programme is 
student mentoring: Three times per academic year, our 
students receive an in-depth, one-to-one session with 
their tutor that examines the following:

• The progress they are making in each of their 
subjects.

• The challenges they are facing and the steps to 
overcome them.

• Their work-life balance and personal wellbeing.

Student LEADERSHIP
In Year 12, we invite students to apply for positions 
as Senior Student Leaders. Those who are successful 
take on highly responsible roles in the Sixth Form and 
the wider school, representing their fellow students 
at public events and holding senior positions in the 
School Council. Our Senior Student Leaders also take 
a lead role in organising events to support charities or 
members of our local community. 

Each year, we also offer our Sixth Form students 
the opportunity to support in the organisation and 
management of Year 7 camp. From setting up tents to 
supervising games, this is an opportunity for Sixth Form 
students to develop their leadership skills in a fun and 
rewarding environment. 



OPPORTUNITIES

Clarendon provides a vibrant and varied range of extra-
curricular opportunities to all students, ranging from 
trekking through Dartmoor in pursuit of a Silver Duke of 
Edinburgh Award to representing the school on one of 
our many successful sports teams. In Years 12 and 13, our 
students have plenty of opportunity to develop important 
life skills, including communication, organisation and 
teamwork.  

Our Performing Arts department, which hosts a number 
of budding dramatists and stage managers from the Sixth 
Form, has achieved local renown for their spectacular 
performances, ranging from Beauty and the Beast to 

Bugsy Malone. We are especially proud of our status as 
a Royal Shakespeare Company Associate School, which 
recognises our engagement with the works of Shakespeare 
inside and out of lessons. Students who possess a passion 
for dance, drama and music can also pursue a Gold Arts 
Award in recognition of their involvement in the world of 
the arts. 

Each term, our students vote on a range of ‘Sixth Form 
Escapes’: opportunities to relax and have fun with other 
Sixth Form students, ranging from Christmas shopping in 
London to paintballing and visits to the zoo. 

“Due to the support I received from the school, 
this year I was able to plan and undertake 
a charity trip to Uganda, where I was able 
to assist a struggling community with making 
improvements to their school facilities.”

MATTHEW PADFIELD, YEAR 13

“It’s because of the teachers and 
facilities at Clarendon that I have 
the confidence and experience to 
pursue a career in dance.” 

RUBY WENHAM, YEAR 13

Extra-Curricular



Student Support 
AND WELLBEING

At Clarendon, we recognise the importance of 
supporting all students in maintaining good mental 
and physical health. 

All Sixth Form students receive lessons in personal, 
social and health education once a week. In these 
lessons, our students learn how to manage their 
personal and work-related commitments as they 
become increasingly complex, as well as how to 
safeguard their own mental health. Our Sixth Form 
tutors are currently receiving training in Mental Health 
First Aid, a government-accredited qualification that 
means that they are able to support students who 
experience mental health challenges and direct them 
to the professional help they might need to overcome 
them.

We also encourage our students to remain physically 
active. In their free periods, Clarendon Sixth Form 
students are able to book the wide range of sporting 
facilities available on the school premises. From 
jogging on a treadmill to a friendly game of five-aside 
football, our students have plenty of opportunities to 
keep fit and enjoy the benefits of sport.   

“Work is challenging in the Sixth Form, 
but the Supported Study sessions have 
really helped me stay up to date with 
my deadlines and to achieve the results 
I need to pursue my chosen course in 
Engineering at university.”

KYLE MCGUIRE, YEAR 13 



Alumni
“It was actually a teacher at Clarendon who first 
suggested that I should try my hand at writing 
for my university newspaper. Working on a paper 
at university led directly to an internship at a 
magazine, and that led directly to my job at The 
Sun. If it wasn’t for that advice, I might never 
have got into writing.”

GEORGE HARRISON, JOURNALIST AND COMMENTATOR

“I always knew I wanted to be a Musician of 
some sort, but it was at Clarendon that I found a 
passion for acting and story-telling. Experiences 
like being in the school musicals – Oliver, Jesus 
Christ Superstar and Bugsy Malone – set me up in 
the best possible way for my future career.”

SIÂN DICKER, OPERA SINGER (WINNER OF THE 
2017 INTERNATIONAL VOICE OF THE FUTURE 
COMPETITION) 

“I spent a lot of my time at Clarendon Academy 
buried in the Art department where, with the 
incredible guidance of the staff, I explored my 
talents and passion for creating beautiful things.”

FERN ROBINSON, CONTEMPORARY JEWELLER AND 
INDEPENDENT BUSINESS OWNER

“Clarendon was an important and influential 
stepping stone towards my further education 
and early career. From teachers that genuinely 
cared about my learning, to great investment 
in modern facilities and the number of courses 
on offer, there was a great deal of opportunity 
to grow personally and academically in the 
school.”

SHAUN HAMBLY, ASSOCIATE DIRECTOR FOR QUARTZ

“Having the opportunity and encouragement 
to mix arts and science subjects at Clarendon 
helped me pursue an amazing and unexpected 
job path.”

ROBYN FRYER, RESEARCH EXECUTIVE FOR THE NATURAL 
HISTORY MUSEUM, LONDON

“Each of the subjects I studied at Clarendon 
helped me with important skills that are 
required to do the job I do.”
ELLEN MCANAW, BARRISTER





SIXTH FORM

FIND OUT MORE

We are always happy to offer 
personalised tours to prospective 
students and their parents. 

Please contact the Head of Sixth Form, 
Mr Mike Griffiths, via the following email 
address: mlg@clarendonacademy.com. 
Alternatively, you can arrange a tour by 
telephoning us on 01225 762686. 

We look forward to meeting you. 
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