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December 2021 

 

Dear Parents and Carers  

 

Firstly, we hope you, your family and friends are well. 

 

We just wanted to write to say thank you for all your support in recent months.  

 

From our perspective, leading Acorn through terms one and two of this academic year has been the most challenging ev-
er. We have been juggling the normal running of schools alongside the pandemic and every day has brought significant 
challenges.  

 

We must say, that all of the Clarendon staff and students have been amazing during this difficult period. We couldn’t be 
more proud of the way your sons and daughters have coped with everything.  

 

We hope that by maintaining the Covid health and safety measures after Christmas, the students and staff will remain 
healthy and everyone can enjoy their school experience. Please do continue to send your sons and daughters into school 
with the secure knowledge that we will look after them! 

 

On behalf of all at Acorn Education Trust, we wish you and your family a very happy and peaceful Christmas time.  

 

Take care and very best wishes 

 

 

 

Sara Edwards       

 CEO                                                                               

 

 

 

Rob Price 

Clarendon Executive Headteacher  

 

 



 

Follow us on Twitter 

 

 17 December  End of Term 2 

 5 January   Staff INSET Day 

 6 January   Staggered return:  

     Years 10, 11, 12, 13—in for LFT test only  

     Years 7, 8, and 9—work set via SMHW 

 7 January   Staggered return:  

     Years 10, 11, 12 and 13 in for a full day 

     Years 7, 8, and 9— in for LFT test only  

 10 January   All students in  

 W/c 10 January        Spring External Exams 

 18 January                 Yr 8 Aspirations Day 

 26 January                 Yr 10 Futures Day  

 18 February               Last Day of Term 

School Calendar 



 

Follow us on Twitter 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Listening Ear 

 

We have recently launched a new feature on the school website called 'Listening 
Ear'. This gives students the opportunity to let us know of anything they would like 
to tell us but feel more comfortable reporting online than telling us in person. This 
can be done anonymously if they wish. 

 

This can be accessed by clicking on 'QUICK LINKS' at the top of the school homep-
age.   



 

                                  

 



 

Senior Maths Challenge       Mrs Hamilton 

 

Geography                                Mr Williams

 

 

In Geography, year 8 have completed their study of Tectonic 
Hazards by investigating and analysing the factors that led to 

the impacts experienced by the 2015 Nepal Earthquake. 
They then put these skills to the test to see if they could  

successfully manage a live-disaster in an “earthquake      
simulation” as it unfolded making important decisions about 

where and when to evacuate local populations.  

 

 

Year 10 Geographers have had an excellent start to their 
GCSE with extremely good grades they should be proud 

of in their first assessment. They have been learning 
about global development – how and why it varies 

throughout the world. They have done an in-depth case 
study of India as an emerging economy and its journey 
from an low-income country to an important member 

of the G20 and UN Security Council.   

 



 

Cross Country                                                  Mr Harford    

 

Cross Country

Competition

This term we hosted a fantastic cross country event for local primary 
schools. The event saw 100 primary school students turn up to 
compete for their respective schools. With the support of our 
outstanding sports leaders (led by Mr Worsfold) all students 
managed to finish the race and left with a great sense of 
achievement

Average points per student

Total points score per school



 

Cross Country                                                  Mr Harford    

 



 

Cross Country                                                  Miss Fox       

West Wilts Cross Country Championships 

 

On Tuesday 2nd November Clarendon took a group of students to Stonar School to take part 

in the annual West Wilts cross country championships. It was a fantastic day for our 38 stu-

dents who pitted themselves against the very best in the area. The day was separated into 6 

races each having 50 runners taking part. The day was a resounding success across all years 

for both boys and girls. Consistently outstanding performances within each race meant that 

we ended the day boys champions as well as overall champions. This success has not been 

achieved for over 20 years at the school and we could not be prouder of their efforts. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 7 standings –  stand out performances – Alfie (3rd) Harley-Joe (5th) Zak (7th) Ruth (4th) 

Junior standings (Year 8 & 9) – Leo (3rd) Tom (7th) Jaxon (13th) Tom (15th) Josh (17th) Chloe (4th) 

Nadia (11th) Hollie Mae (12th)  

Inter (10 & 11) - Aaron (5th) Morgan (7th) Mac (14th) Ruby (16th) 

Eleven of these students have now been selected to represent West Wilts at the Wiltshire 

Cross Country Championships held at Sheldon school on Saturday 15th January. We wish 

them the best of luck. 



 

My Life in Literature                                          Mrs Flanagan 

 



 

 MFL                                     Miss Gillard 

As the Autumn Term draws to a close, it has been a delight to wander past the French and 

German classrooms hearing our students singing traditional Christmas carols as well as some 

modern classics.  My own Year 9 German class have been putting a German spin on Wham’s 

classic ‘Last Christmas’ (or should that be ‘Letzte Weihnacht’?!), while our French specialists 

have been singing their own version of ‘Vive le vent’ (Jingle Bells). 

While our Key Stage 4 and Key Stage 5 classes have been busily revising for end of term as-

sessments and mock exams, our annual design a Christmas tree decoration has proved to be 

as popular as ever.  Key Stage 3 students were asked to research a tradition from a French or 

German speaking country and then design a decoration based on their findings.  The MFL 

team were amazed by the quality of entries this year and the tradition of German families to 

place a pickle on their tree seems to have caught our German students’ imagination! 



 

English Update             Miss Lund 



 

English Update             Miss Lund 



 

Sixth Form                  Mrs Roach 

 

Celebration of success at Clarendon Academy Sixth Form 

 

Under the dynamic leadership of the Head of Sixth Form, Mr 
Mike Griffiths, over the past 3 years Clarendon Academy has 
gone under a remarkable transformation and has a lot of suc-
cess to celebrate. Alongside a few years of truly excellent re-
sults that compare extremely favourably both locally and na-
tionally, they have continued the development of the sixth form provision; expanding the range of 
subjects available to students, expanding the pastoral support team, and recruiting and putting the 
very best teachers in front of the students who all have remarkable academic credentials themselves. 
In the last set of formal exams in 2019, 50%  of our grades were A*-B at A Level, and we had an aver-
age grade of Distinction for applied vocational subjects and Distinction * for technical subjects. We 
have seen a growth of grades and progress scores year on year, and this academic year just gone, the 
A Level grades rose to 59% A*-B. something certainly to celebrate. Our destinations for our students 
are truly outstanding as well. Every student has found a meaningful destination post 18, with some of 
our students gaining apprenticeships at highly sought after and prestigious companies. Last year we 
also had students who have gone on to study Medicine at Bristol University, Imperial College London 
to study Biochemistry, and the University of Cambridge to study Philosophy and Theology. 

 

The core leadership team of the sixth form has expanded so that as a small sixth form, we can truly 
know the individual students and give very specific academic mentoring and pastoral support. 

Alongside Mike Griffiths, who read Geography at Oxford University himself and heads up the high 
achievers programme for students wishing to apply to more prestigious universities, we have two 
deputy heads of sixth form The first being Dr Claire Hidalgo Curtis who did her doctorate in Genetics 
at Southampton, is an excellent role model for our young students, in particular with encouraging 

women into STEM related subjects, apprenticeships and 
courses post 18,. Claire is in charge of our attendance and Tu-
tor programmes and ensures that the students are set up with 
skills and knowledge that they require to make excellent 
choices about their future career pathways and develop as 
individuals with their own strongly defined beliefs. 

 

Mrs Francesca Roach completes the Sixth form senior leader-
ship team, and herself studied a Music degree at Bath Spa 

University, is current Head of Performing Arts and most recently won Wiltshire Secondary Music 
Teacher of the year. Francesca heads up the Enrichment programme at Clarendon, ensuring that all 
students get a wealth of enriching opportunities and activities to help them develop into a well-
rounded individual,  and she also works with individual students needing specific 1 to 1 support. We 
have exciting news as we also have Ms Toni Larby on the team as our Mental Health Lead within the 
Clarendon Sixth Form. A position that not every school or college is able to fulfil. 

 



 

Sixth Form                  Mrs Roach 

Our sixth form students truly are the heart of our community at Clarendon, and outside Clarendon in the lo-
cal and wider community, and we are so proud of every one of them. Whilst we could write success stories 
about every single one of our past and current students, there are a particular set of students we wish to cel-
ebrate at this point in time for what they are currently achieving.  

 

Our head boy Ryan Palmer is a truly excellent student, and models all three of our school values – Respect, 
Determination and Excellence, every day. He is working towards A Levels in Maths, Physics and Chemistry 
and is hoping to attend Southampton University next year. He said 

“We feel like a tight knit community in sixth form. Everyone is really friendly and social. I would like to study 
chemical engineering preferably at Southampton and my maths teachers in particular have supported me 
with after school clubs to help me further with this. I’m very grateful.” 

 

Our head Girl Alex Bryant is currently studying Biology, Psychology and Sport. Alex has been with us from the 
beginning of her Clarendon journey and has been reflecting on how far she has come “Studying A-Levels at 
The Clarendon Academy has been a pleasure. I feel so lucky to have been able to progress my education in a 
not only an academically thriving environment but one that deeply values each individual. Whilst leaving 
seems very sad, I am excited to progress to the next stages of my life. “ Alex has been particularly successful 
with her personal sporting achievements, gaining champion status in Boxing. 

 

 

Issy Greaves, who is studying Health and Social Care and Sociology, and is a talented 

vocalist, is determined to make a difference each and every day and most recently 

has organised a collection for Storehouse across the sixth form, and beyond. Issy is 

an exceptional student and always thinks of others before herself. When asked 

about her project she was keen to promote it, and said “Clarendon Academy Sixth 

Form have set up a donation collection box for our local food bank, Store house. 

This is a Christmas donation that has had a significant amount of interest from the 

pupils so far. We hope to make this an annual donation that helps to bring our com-

munity together in supporting each other. “ if anyone would like to donate to the 

cause, please get in touch. 

 

Our action groups as part of our tutor programme on a 
weekly basis allow our students to truly personalise 
part of their enrichment experience. Recently, the so-
cial groups have organised trips to Thorpe Park and 
have other trips they are planning at the moment, the 
equalities group have been peer mentoring students as 
well as promoting awareness of differing causes. They 
have also been heavily involved in the development 
and running of the new LGBTQ+ support group for the 
school. Year 13 have taken part in a life skills day, learn-
ing how to do basic car maintenance, cook recipes on a 
budget, successfully budget for post sixth form life and 
open student bank accounts, first aid, and interview 



 

Hospitality and Catering           Ms Strazzanti 

 



 

ICT and Media                                                Mr Paget 

 

 

 

This term in ICT and Media we have been having a busy 

time, as ever! 

 

Year 7 have been busy getting to know the basic skills they 

are going to need in their school careers and having fun with some image manipulating. 

 

Year 8 have been furthering their skills with learning CAD 

with a package called 2D Design, and even though at the 

beginning it can be frustrating the results can be impressive. 

Year 9 have been putting some programming sills in to ac-

tion and with some tutorials learning how to create a sim-

ple platform game. 

 

Year 10 iMedia have been learning about graphic design and the processes you would go 

through to work for a client, and are now are designing a book cover. 

Year 11 iMedia have been working hard to prepare themselves for an exam in January all about 

Pre-Production, mock exams done! Now for the real one. 

 

Year 12 have been investigating pre-production in the film industry and recently have impressed 

me with scripts they have written for a scene of a film that they will make in year 13. 

 

Year 13  Have been on a steep learning curve to get a deeper understanding of the media and 

how it is made through learning about various theories, representation and technical details 

about film production, and they have a small break before their January exams. 

 

Thanks everyone for working hard! 



 

PE Update                Miss Fox 

Wheelchair Basketball 

 

Sibling Sporting Success 

A massive well done to the 

Connor and Keylan. The 

brothers had a great day com-

peting at the P.U.M.A British 

Championships in Bristol. 

Keylan won bronze in BO Staff 

and Fighting losing to a 

16year old. Connor who has-

n’t competed since 2019 took 

home a bronze in the over 

65kg category.  



 

PE Update                Mr Deane 

Badminton KS4 

On Friday the 10th December, 8 Clarendon Academy students competed in the West Wilts     

Badminton competition. The Boys Started strong with two 5-0 wins over John of Gaunt and 

Kingdown. With the girls losing their first two games. The girls opening match saw them nar-

rowly losing 3-2 to Melksham Oak. 

The girls won their final match 

against Kingdown which saw them 

take 2nd place in their pool. The boys 

sadly lost their final match which 

meant they also finished 2nd in their 

pool.  

Overall it was a great day of badmin-

ton and both teams played some out-

standing badminton which resulted 

in a fantastic 2nd in their individual 

pools. 

 

 

Year 11 Rugby 

Year 11s have had a very enjoyable and challenging term. The first game vs Kingdown saw a few 

new faces making their debuts however a number of injuries hit the squad by the end of the 

game. However their was some promising rugby shown by the boys and some strong running 

and tackling from the team.  

The boys next game was away to Gillingham in the Dorset and Wilts Cup. Travelling with only 15 

players was always going to be a difficult task, however the boys played well in a closely fought 

game. Sadly without any substitutions. Fatigue started to kick in resulting in a few missed tack-

les, allowing the Gillingham defence to break our line and score 3 tries in the later stages of the 

match. 

Year 11’s final fixture was away to Malmesbury in the Wiltshire Cup. This again was with a small 

squad with no substitutes on the bench. The boys rallied together 15 players to play the game 

and put in a strong performance again. Sadly the game started with some tries being conceded 

early on which led to a bit of a mountain to climb. With the light diminishing the game had to 



 

PE Update                Miss Trim 

Year 9 Netball Festival  

Two very excited teams of year 9 students 

travelled to Melksham Oak this week to 

compete in an U14s Netball Festival. The 

students have not played many matches 

against other schools despite being in year 

9 due to lockdowns starting when they were 

in year 7, so they were rearing to go.  

Each team were entered into different 

pools, they both had 4 matches. The year 9s 

demonstrated a variety of different skills 

that we have been working on during 

Games lessons and after school club. Each 

player showed determination throughout 

each match to work hard no matter the 

score. There were some fantastic individual performances on display, but most importantly, 

both teams worked brilliantly together, despite this being the first time many have played a 

competitive match. Every player repre-

sented Clarendon Academy in great fash-

ion and Miss Trim and Miss Wiltshire 

were extremely proud of their efforts.  

We can now look forward to our fixtures 

after Christmas.  

Final Results:  

Clarendon Pink – 2 wins, 2 losses – 3rd in 

Pool A 

Clarendon Black – 1 wins, 3 losses – 4th in 

Pool B 



 

Science                       Mr Jones 

 



 

Art                                Mrs Eyles 

 

Year 10 have started their GCSE course with a 

creative bang. 

Starting with a focus on line & tone our next 

unit was colour. 

Students have been exploring how to use, ma-

nipulate, match and apply colour using a 

range of materials. 

With the watercolour cats and pencil colour 

beetles – can you spot the difference? 



 

Art                                

 



 

PE YR8 Rugby                                Mr Collier 

Year 8 
 
28/9/21 – John of Gaunt (away) 
 
For this fixture we had fourteen students and for six of them, it was their first experience of 
Rugby Union. This was not obvious from watching it all unfold, as the group took the opportuni-
ty with both hands to maximise their development and enhance their understanding of the 
game. There were elements of brilliance throughout the game, with Clarendon spreading the 
ball wide on numerous occasions and managing to dot down in the corner. There were some 
fantastic individual performances on display, but most importantly, the team really did come 
first with this group of players and this is testament to their attitude and respect towards each 
other. Every pupils represented Clarendon Academy in great fashion and they can be extremely 
proud of their efforts. 

 

6/10/21 – Kingdown (away) 

 

The boys travelled to Kingdown and in similar fashion to last week, they arrived in the right frame of mind to maximise 
their development through enjoyment and plenty of learning moments. The boys started the game brilliantly, moving the 
ball well and scoring 5 tries before the 15 minute mark. The half time whistle came and the boys were leading the hosts 
by 25 points to 5. In order to get more out of this group and see them develop the range of other skills they have in their 
tool box, certain constraints were put in place. As a result, the second half consisted of plenty of new skills being devel-
oped and the endeavour amongst the boys was magnificent. Although Kingdown managed to gain some momentum with 
the ball and score 3 tries in the second half, the Clarendon attack was too strong which left the final score at 45-15. Some 
notable performances came from Samuel Frost, Harry Johnstone, and Sebastian RG, who all made some yard-crunching 
runs and beating defenders with ease. Not to forget Georgia’s ability to offload the ball in every way possible, George’s 
ferocious defence to stop Kingdown scoring on a number of occasions, Angelo with his support play to win and secure 
the ball for the team and finally, Josh who has made huge strides with his own performance since the start of term.  

 

2/11/21 – St Laurence (away) 

Having had some time after half term, the boys were again full of enthusiasm and excited to get going. It was a windy day 
at St Laurence but despite this, there were some fantastic skills on display from both teams. St Laurence opened the scor-
ing with a well worked try in the corner, despite some heroic defence from Sam and Josh. On the other side of the ball, 
Clarendon had some real force in Georgia and Sam who gave a great display of their attacking skills and prowess. Alt-
hough St Laurence were ferocious in attack, Clarendon withheld their resilience and kept fighting until the end. So much 
so that it was Clarendon who had the last laugh as they crashed over in the corner. Some other stand out players from 
this fixture were Ty, Harry, Alfie and Tom who have been a massive part of this team since the start of the year, whilst 
continuing to show their leadership skills throughout this fixture. The boys can certainly be proud of themselves and they 
have grown considerably since the start of the year.  



 

PE YR8 Rugby                     Mr Collier 

Year 8 Waterfall tournament 24/11/21 

 

This tournament presented another opportunity for the year 8 rugby team to further develop 
their skills as individuals and as a team. The boys played a total of 5 games and the progress 
showed from all involved was great. The first fixture was tightly contested, going right down to 
the wire. However, a try in the last play from the opposition meant that the boys lost 2-1. The 
second game wa equally as close and fantastic defensive performances from Sam, Georgia and 
Josh meant that the opposition could not break through. In attack, Sam, Alfie and Tom took 
control and displayed their fine running skills to cross the whitewash. However, this was not 
quite enough to stop the pressure in the second half as the opposition scored twice. After play-
ing the first round of games, we found ourselves in a new group and the boys were excited to 
get going. This new group brought us our first win of the day after some brilliant defensive play 
by Alfie, Angelo and George. This was supplementing the fine attacking skills of Cameron, Josh 
and Sam as they managed to create 3 tries between them. The fourth fixture of the day ended 
in a draw but one that could've gone either way. Clarendon went 2 tries to nil down in the first 
6 minutes but showed great determination in fighting back and scoring 3 of our own. This was a 
real team performance and one that any international side would be proud of. The final game 
of the day ended in a 1 all draw and having lost 3 players through injury, this was a massive suc-
cess for Clarendon. There were some exceptional performances from every player throughout 
the day, whilst Michal hadn't played rugby for a very long tie before the day and did superbly 
well. Sebastian also made great contributions and helped the team come back in the challeng-
ing games.  



 

PE YR10 Rugby                              Mr Collier 

5/10/21 – Kingdown away  

Travelling to Kingdown were 14 enthusiastic and motivated young men, ready to take to          
the rugby field once again, having not played for 18 months. The boys were off the bus, put in 
to their positions for the first time, warmed up and team talk done, all in the space of 10 
minutes. The game started and Kingdown were playing with the slope of the pitch and the wind 
to their advantage. This enabled them to use their big forwards to gain momentum and make 
crucial meters up the field. Clarendon’s defence was strong, most notably, Aaron Bryant and 
Braydon Spooner, who both made some massive tackles to stop the Kingdown momentum at 
source. However, after a sustained period of pressure applied from Kingdown, the half time 
score was 10-0. The second half was a completely different game. Clarendon came out of the 
blocks firing, with Noah Williams making crucial carries to enable the likes of  Ash Avis and Har-
ry Cade to make line breaks in the outside channels. Some more outstanding performances 
came from Ozzy Llewelyn, Harvey Fenwick, Adam Lay and Rhys Poole, who were all amongst 
the action and representing Clarendon in fantastic fashion. It must be noted that Calum Taylor 
and Kieran Prince were playing their first game of rugby and they did not disappoint. All of the 
boys involved in this fixture can be extremely proud of themselves, their efforts and their atti-
tude from the off. A great start for the year 10 rugby family. 
 
14/10/21 Lavington away (cup fixture) 
 
This was an eagerly anticipated cup fixture and the year 10 boys had been looking forward to 
playing against one of the strongest teams around. Lavington were playing at home and had a 
team packed full of club players. In previous years, Lavington have been the team to beat so it 
going in to this fixture, the boys knew it was going to be a challenge. The first half began and as 
a result of some fast paced, flowing rugby from Lavington, they managed to cross the white-
wash first. However, Clarendon fought back through some dominant carries from Noah, Aaron 
and Reece who all made some fantastic yards before Braydon crashed over. Lavington managed 
to regain control of the first half and having scored 3 more in the first half, the boys were trail-
ing 26-7 at the end of the half. However, the leadership skills on display from Aaron enabled 
Clarendon to bounce back and get on the score sheet first in the second half. There were some 
fantastic elements of continuity with our play, the forwards and backs were linking up and we 
managed to gain great momentum, bringing the score to 26-14. Unfortunately, we lost Braydon 
and Kieran who were both instrumental in the fight back after half time, which was a massive 
loss for Clarendon. However, despite the heroic attacking efforts from Clarendon, Lavington 
came through with 2 more well worked tries. Some notable performances came from Harry, 
Harvey, Solomon and Ozzy who all contributed to the mighty defence whilst being a man down. 
Another huge performance from the boys and another opportunity that they've taken to grow 
as a team and individuals.  
 
 



 

Performing Arts                         Miss Ibbetson 



 

Careers                             Mr Smith 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 11s and 13s 

Mr Smith (our Head of Ca-
reers) is currently seeing as 
many students as possible 
for one-to-one careers ses-
sions. In the meantime, 
please logon/register with 
www.careerpilot.org and 
explore different jobs and 
where different subjects 
can take you. 
 
This is an important time 
for our year 11s and year 
13s in making decisions 
about their next steps. 
More information about 
post 16 options can be 
found here on the CareerPi-
lot website: https://
www.careerpilot.org.uk/parent-zone/choices-at-16/what-are-the-choices-for-my-child-at-16 
If you as parents and carers want any information on Sixth Form, Colleges or Apprenticeships or 
even want to talk through options for your child, please email me and we can arrange that con-
versation. Information on these can be found on the careers page of our website: http://
www.clarendonacademy.com/academic/careers-guidance/. 

 

Mr H. Smith 
hos@clarendonacademy.com 

http://www.careerpilot.org
https://www.careerpilot.org.uk/parent-zone/choices-at-16/what-are-the-choices-for-my-child-at-16
https://www.careerpilot.org.uk/parent-zone/choices-at-16/what-are-the-choices-for-my-child-at-16
http://www.clarendonacademy.com/academic/careers-guidance/
http://www.clarendonacademy.com/academic/careers-guidance/
mailto:hos@clarendonacademy.com


 

Social Science                    Miss Larby 



 

Design & Technology               Mrs Andrews 

 



 

Design & Technology               Mrs Andrews 

 



 

Design & Technology                  Mr Cade 

 



 

History                     Mr Lawrence 
 

This term has brought about some real controversy!!!  

 

Year 7 have been trying to uncover exactly how Thomas Becket was murdered, 

but couldn’t quite believe that King John was probably even worse than Disney 

made out! In Year 8 we have very much considered how History is important 

so we learn from past mistakes by learning about the slave trade, and this 

opened up some passionate debate about whether the people of Bristol were 

right to remove the statue of Edward Colston. Meanwhile the suffragettes campaign has really 

created lively debate in Year 9, especially as we looked at whether Emily Davison intended to 

give her life at the 1913 Derby. 

 

 

 

 

In Key Stage 4 our Year 10s have successfully completed their Normans unit and will need to 

brace themselves for the muck and gore of Medicine and Health Through Time, whilst out Year 

11 can breathe a sigh of relief with the course finished, and then come back strong as we pre-

pare for their summer exams. Finally our growing Year 12 group has been pulling off some spec-

tacular results in their assessments and they are primed to work on Queen Elizabeth and the Bol-

shevik Revolution after Christmas, whilst Year 13 are truly becoming ‘proper’ historians on their 

personal projects – Mr Lawrence knows more about the Vietnam War than he did when he stud-

ied it at University! 

 

Our students of the term, Patryk N (Mr Lawrence,) Justin C (Mrs Howell,) 

Sam R (Mr Vince) and Isla M (Miss Austin) have excelled themselves – we 

are very proud of them and the fact that the decision was so difficult. Its 

now time for us all to relax and have a fantastic Christmas! 



 

PE Update               Miss Clune 

Year 8 Netball Festival  

 

After a year of no sports fixtures due to Covid-19, Year 8 students were finally treated to their 
first inter school competition in the form of a U13 Netball Festival held at Melksham Oak. 12 
teams divided in to two pools put on their netball bibs for the first time and took to the courts.  

The Year 8s have been committed to after school training on a Friday so it was difficult to limit 
the number of students who could attend and so Clarendon entered three teams. I was delight-
ed to see how the teams transferred the concepts and practices from lessons and extra-
curricular club in to competitive games. Evidence of driving on to the ball, straight and square 
balls, top and pocket as well as shooting were apparent throughout the evening. There were so 
many notable performances it was difficult to identify a player of the matches. It should be not-
ed that many of the players today have had no experience of netball prior to joining the school 
so what they have managed to achieve is exceptional.  

Final standings 
 

Clarendon Pink - 4 wins, 1 draw - Joint 1st in Pool B 

Clarendon Blue - 1 win, 2 draws - 4th in Pool B 

Clarendon Black - 5 wins, winners of Pool A 



 

Kestrel Shout Out                Mr Copeman              

 

      Happy holidays to all Kestrels.  

 

       What a term tis has been!  

  

Our Year 7’ s in particular have been very generous 

with Food Bank collections. They have also participat-

ed in Forest school – where team work and resilience 

were built upon. Some of this was achieved in quite wintery weather.  

Our Year 8’s have been exploring the idea of characteristics and the behaviours we 

look for when making new friends – this was part of looking into employability 

skills and characteristics that may be useful in the work place.  

Year 9’s are working hard as ever, and have been thinking about getting ready to 

think about which GCSE subject may be most interesting & benefitable for them. 

Some have also been making a five year play – where they visualise the person 

that want to be, when they finish Y 

ear 13 and full time education.  

Year 10’s have been working hard – well done. Y 

ear 11’s have completed their mocks and attended a Sixth Form Taster day.  

 

Kestrel students have also nominated names for our ‘Good Egg’ Cup – which is 

awarded to the Kestrel with the most amount of votes by Kestrel Students. Happy 

New Year – I can’t wait for another to start! 



 

Falcon Shout out                      Mrs Smith              

Falcon House Winter Break Message 

 

Thank you once again to all members of Falcon House for another 

term in which you have worked very hard and shown great respect 

and kindness.   

You amaze me with your resilience and good humour in such chal-

lenging times,  when the rules change frequently, whether im-

posed by school, the Acorn Trust or the government. 

All tutor groups have been collecting donations 

for our local food bank.  Thank you to the Clar-

endon ambassadors in each group and the tu-

tors for driving this initiative.   Here is a photo 

of food collected by one tutor group: 

Year 7 have settled in very well and wanted staff 

at their primary schools to know how they are 

doing but also to thank their teachers and let 

them know they have not been forgotten.  I had 

a lot of fun reading the letters and plan to post 

them this week.  Here is a flavour of their feel-

ings. 

 

 

We have also been writing cards and messages 

for residents of a care home in Hilperton.  The 

students hope that this will bring some extra joy 

at this special time of year. 

 

Whatever you have planned for the holiday I 

hope you all have a wonderful time.  See you in 



 

Eagle Shout Out                     Mr Harford  

 Zoe B     7 SSE 334 

Abigail A 10 VSL 206 

Tyler W 9 CXS 168 

Herbie S  8 SMW 182 

Keira M 11 NEH 155 



 

Parent Information 

Do you know what your child is 

doing online? 

If you have any concerns about your 

child’s internet activities or would like       

advice on how to check their online      

safety, The link below will take you to the 

CEOPS site, which provides advice and 

guidance for parents, as well as tips about 

how to keep your child safe online: 

https://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/parents/

Secondary/ There is also a link to this site 

from the Student page of the Clarendon 

website. 

You can also find information at http://

www.ceop.police.uk/safety-centre/ 

If you have concerns about your child's 

online welfare please contact their ICT 

teacher or house team. 

__________________________________________ 

 

Can We Contact You In An 

Emergency? 

Do we have your correct address,            
telephone number and email address? 

Could you please ensure you inform us of 
any change of  address, telephone number 
or email address by emailing   

general@clarendonacademy.com 

In Touch 

If you would prefer to receive any     

correspondence from the school via 

email, please  email                                                         

general@clarendonacademy.com with 

your son/daughter’s name, tutor group 

and your preferred email address. 

_____________________________________ 

Academy Medical         

Services 

The Academy has a dedicated First Aider,  
based in the Welfare Hub in the DT Block 
who is supported by a team of First Aiders 
who will be called in the  event of an        
accident. 

If a student falls ill whilst in school they 
should firstly report to the Welfare Hub in 
the DT Block where a decision will be made 
as to whether they should go home or     
return to lessons.  Students are not to      
contact home.  If a decision is made for the 
student to go home contact will be made 
via the Welfare Hub. 

If medication is needed during the day a 
named box with a completed permission 
slip should be given to Reception, students 
should report to the Welfare Hub at the   
appropriate time to receive their           
medication. 

The school nursing service runs a             
confidential drop in session each Tuesday 
lunchtime in the Physio Room which is next 
to the Welfare Hub. 

 

 

https://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/parents/Secondary/
https://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/parents/Secondary/
http://www.ceop.police.uk/safety-centre/
http://www.ceop.police.uk/safety-centre/


 

Parent Information 

School nurse messaging service  

Information for staff, parents and governors  

Virgin Care has recently launched a new way for 

young people across Wiltshire to get advice and 

support about health related  issues. ChatHealth 

is an award-winning school nurse messaging     

service for young people aged 11-19 years, 

available Monday to Friday from 9am to 4pm 

(automatic bounce-backs   respond to incoming       

messages out of hours). The aim is to further      

improve access to healthcare for young people 

and to continue improving the quality and safety 

of the service. Young people have helped        

develop the promotional material which we are 

using to advertise the service in our school.  

The text number for is 07480 635513  

 

Information for Students  

There’s a new number for texting a school nurse 

from your mobile phone. The school nurse       

messaging service is confidential and available 

Monday to Friday from 9am to 4pm. You can 

message the service for advice on all kinds of 

health issues, like sexual health, emotional health 

and wellbeing, bullying, healthy eating and any 

general health concerns.  

Look out for the coloured posters around school.  

The text number for is 07480 635513  

In addition there is a School Nurse Drop in Service every week in C1.  Look out for the          

Information Poster 



 

Safeguarding -  Advice for Parents 

 

The NSPCC offer a wide range of resources to help parents,   

carers and others members of the community, to ensure that 

they are able to meet their safeguarding responsibilities: 

 

NSPCC Helpline – Parents, carers and members of the public 

can contact the NSPCC helpline whenever they’re worried about a child by calling 0808 800 

5000, emailing help@nspcc.org.uk, texting 88858* or contacting us online at             

nspcc.org.uk/ helpline. The helpline is free, available 24/7 and calls can be made anonymously. 

This service can also be used for general advice and guidance. 

Need-to-Know Guides - Further information on a range of issues can be accessed through a   

series of guides. These include leaving children home alone, holding babies safely, and spotting 

signs of abuse and neglect. 
 

www.nspcc.org.uk/leaflets 

ShareAware: The internet is a great place for children to be and ShareAware makes it safer.       

ShareAware provides straightforward, no-nonsense advice to help untangle the web and             

empowers parents and carers to have conversations with their children about staying safe 

online and through social media. 
 

https://www.nspcc.org.uk/preventing-abuse/keeping-children-safe/share-aware/ 

NetAware: Net Aware is an online tool that informs parents about the social networks, apps and 

games that children might be using. We looked at the frequency of inappropriate content, how 

robust and easy to find the privacy settings are, and why children like using the sites. We         

regularly update Net Aware with new apps, and parents can sign up to Net Aware newsletters 

to keep up with digital trends. 
 

www.net-aware.org.uk 

NSPCC/O2 Online Safety Helpline: This helpline provides practical, technical advice including       

parental controls on electronic devices, adjusting privacy settings, understanding social          

networks, and information about online gaming. 0808 800 5002 

 

Mr Nolan                                                                                                                                                   

Assistant Headteacher 

 

http://www.nspcc.org.uk/leaflets
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/preventing-abuse/keeping-children-safe/share-aware/
http://www.net-aware.org.uk


 

Safeguarding - Snapchat 

Snapchat - Snap Map Feature  

 

Snapchat have released an update for their service called Snap Map. It allows sharing of your     

location while using the app and is therefore a potential threat to your children’s safety if the       

correct precautions are not taken. Depending on the settings, the new feature means that in theory 

anyone in the world would be able to find out the location of people using the app at that           

moment. They may also be able to search for places such as schools and see pictures and  videos 

posted by children inside. People with malicious intent would then be able to locate the user,        

increasing their exposure to a risky encounter. You may have seen an article in the BBC News about 

this issue. This offers a helpful explanation. http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/technology-40382876  
 

It would seem that the main danger would come from children adding people they have never 

met as ‘friends’ to their Snapchat persona.  
 

Please note once this service is enabled it cannot be disabled. You can only ‘hide’ yourself using 

something called ‘Ghost Mode.’  
 

We would advise parents to monitor their children while using this service and to remind children of 

the importance of not interacting with people whose identify they cannot verify whilst online. If you 

or your child are not happy we would further advise that you remove the feature using one of the 

methods listed below.  
 

If you have any concerns or wish to discuss this information with anyone, please do not hesitate to 

contact the academy. If you are concerned about any activity on your child’s Snapchat account, 

please discuss this with your child and report this to the Child Exploitation and Online Protection 

Command (CEOP) via the website: https://ceop.police.uk/safety-centre/ CEOP also has some     

fantastic information about online safety.  
 
 

How to switch off Snap Map location sharing  

•  When in photo-taking mode, pinch the screen to open Snap Map  

•   Touch the settings cog in the top right corner of the screen  

•   Tap "Ghost Mode" to switch off location sharing  

•   Photos and videos posted to Snapchat's public 'Our Story' will still be discoverable on the map  

To be certain that your location is never being shared you can turn off location sharing on your 

phone rather than with in the app. 
   

 

How to turn off Location Services for iOS devices  

•   Open Settings  

•   Select Privacy  

•   Select Location Services  

•   Find Snapchat  

•   Switch to Never  

The same thing can be achieved by altering the app settings also found in the Settings app. 
 
 

 How to turn off location sharing for an Android  devices  

• Open Settings 

• Select  Apps 

• Find Snapchat 

• Select Permissions 

• Switch the Location toggle to off 

•  
 

It is advisable to turn off all location services on social media including Instagram and Facebook 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/technology-40382876
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