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 Academy 

E-Newsletter                                        29 January 2021 

We want to support you all through this time and it is hard for us all to be 
staring at a screen all the time, in (sometimes strange) places of our homes. 
To cheer each other up and to spread some happiness I want you to email 

me your best “Knock Knock” jokes that can be shared in next weeks                     
e-newsletter. Don’t make them rude, but do make them funny! 

The best two from each year group will be judged by members of SLT and 
put into the e-newsletter next week. There is a parent/carer category too! 

We will be setting a well-being activity/challenge each week so please keep an eye and take part. 

Send your jokes to Mr Smith (hos@clarendonacademy.com) by 3pm Tuesday (26th January) to 
have a chance of being in next week’s newsletter. 

 

THIS WEEK: 
An activity to do as a family/bubble: 

 

Ready, set…bake! 
 

Baking is a great way to have fun together indoors and there are so many bakes to 
choose from. Keep it simple with fairy cakes, scones, traybakes or energy balls. 
Top tip: Take time to sit back and enjoy your bakes together while they’re still warm. 

 
Do send in picture of what you have baked to share in the next e-newsletter! 

Mr Smith (hos@clarendonacademy.com)  
 
 

YoungMinds Parents Helpline: 
If you are a parent who needs advice about your child’s mental health you can contact the Parents 
Helpline directly on 0808 802 5544 between 9:30am-4pm.  
 
YoungMinds Crisis Messenger: 
If you are a young person experiencing a mental health crisis you can text YM to 85258 for free 
24/7 support  

mailto:hos@clarendonacademy.com
https://www.bbcgoodfood.com/recipes/iced-fairy-cakes
https://www.bbc.co.uk/food/recipes/scones_1285
https://www.bbcgoodfood.com/recipes/collection/traybake
https://www.bbcgoodfood.com/recipes/energy-bites
mailto:hos@clarendonacademy.com
https://youngminds.us7.list-manage.com/track/click?u=5c889624b166d3d24a24424d4&id=6c12dfb901&e=64db647917
https://youngminds.us7.list-manage.com/track/click?u=5c889624b166d3d24a24424d4&id=47833c584f&e=64db647917
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P E                                        Miss Trim 

 

 

Every PE lesson the PE department continue to run virtual fitness sessions. This 
weeks sessions have included some special guests, including Mrs Raynes,         
Mr McCarthy and Miss Penny.  

 
Who do you think next weeks special guests will be?  

 

Some of these fitness 
sessions have included 

the Nando’s and Big 
Mac Challenge! 

 

Well done 
Scott for    

completing the 
1 minute 

plank hold.  
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P E                                        Miss Trim 

 

 

Games 

Over the last couple of weeks years 7-10 have been learning about the rules and 
techniques that are used in Hockey, Rugby and Football.  

 
Learning more about each of these sports will enable us to transfer this knowledge 
on to the pitch when we return to school.  
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P E                                        Miss Clune 

 

Each fortnight the PE Department 

have been nominating a student of 

the fortnight for each year group.  

Students can be nominated for a 

range of different reasons such as 

outstanding attitude in finesses       

lessons, excellent fact files produced 

in games, exceptional diligence and 

focus in their approach to the Btec 

Sport exam.  

 

Please see last week’s nominees 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ms Clune      

Year 7: Izabelle C 

Year 8: Erin H 

Year 9: Zofia L 

Year 10: Lewis F 

Year 11: Holly E 

 

 

 

Miss Trim 

Year 7: Dylan S 

Year 8: Harvey T 

Year 10: Alex G 

Year 11: Isabella J 

Sixth Form: Isobelle G 

 

Miss Fox 

Year 8 Libby B 

Year 10: Mete P 

Year 11: Mia L 

Mr Worsfold 

Year 7: Lincoln C 

Year 8: Solomon R 

Year 9: Ethan B 

Year 10: Luke R 

 

Mr Keely 

Year 8: Harvey T 

Year 9: Harry C 

Year 10: Milena S 

Mrs Hunter-Newton 

Year 8: Buna Q 
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Maths                                               Mr Martin 

 

 

Special well done to… 

Olivier (year 7) – First correct answer 

submitted 

 

Last week we had 36 entries (75%    

correct)  can we beat that this week? 

 

Please scan the QR code using your 

phones camera. This will take you a 

website to submit your answer from a 

selection of multiple choices.           

Alternatively you can email your      

answer to 

kxm@clarendonacademy.com 

 

 

mailto:kxm@clarendonacademy.com
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Maths                                               Miss Cripps 
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Maths                                               Miss Cripps 
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MFL                                            Mrs Lewis 
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Careers                                    Mr Smith 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

                              Year 11s 

 

We are wanting to support all our year 11 students in their continued education and that includes 

their plans for next year. In order to do this, I have asked all year 11 students to complete the form 

so that we can see if students have applied to a course or employment for September, where      

students have applied and if not, what their choices are.  

Please can you encourage all the year 11 students to complete this if they haven’t already. 

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=TmAYHVVSM0-9wX2oh-C0fRcv-

1s6up9FrEzeBlk_IkhURVhZV0pIMVdHWUpaNjRFSEVXQjcxSDM1OS4u 

 

  

Today’s Hot Job is Paralegal. They carry out research, prepare legal documents and give 

legal advice to clients. This job is predicted to grow 5% nationally by 2023. If this is something 

your son or daughter might be interested in, you can find more information at                     

careerpilot.org.uk and see local job market information. 

Careerpilot has information on over 800 jobs. Each job profile explains entry requirements 

and regional employment. It’s a one-stop website explaining all the choices, qualifications, 

and courses available to 13-19 year olds. There’s also a Parent Zone, with information to 

help parents and carers support young people in making the right decisions about study 

and work. 

If you want more information, please email Mr Smith at hos@clarendonacademy.com 

 

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=TmAYHVVSM0-9wX2oh-C0fRcv-1s6up9FrEzeBlk_IkhURVhZV0pIMVdHWUpaNjRFSEVXQjcxSDM1OS4u
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=TmAYHVVSM0-9wX2oh-C0fRcv-1s6up9FrEzeBlk_IkhURVhZV0pIMVdHWUpaNjRFSEVXQjcxSDM1OS4u
https://www.careerpilot.org.uk/job-sectors/water-gas-oil-etc/job-profile/marine-engineer
https://www.careerpilot.org.uk/adviser-zone/lmi-in-a-box-free-gatsby-benchmark-2/swindon-and-wiltshire
https://careerpilot.org.uk/job-sectors/quiz
http://parentzone.careerpilot.org.uk/parent
mailto:hos@clarendonacademy.com
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Science                                       Mr Jones 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

What to watch and listen to this week.  

No TV recommendation this week – we want you to watch what’s going on in your   

garden! Every year the RSPB run a “Big Garden Birdwatch” where they ask members of 

the public to spend some time watching their bird feeders and gardens and note 

down what they see.  

 

It’s a really important survey of the bird life in our country and allows scientists to       

complete studies and target conservation efforts. You don’t need a big garden or 

even trees or grass, information from all environments is needed. 

Follow the link below to sign up – it’s free. 
 

https://www.rspb.org.uk/get-involved/activities/birdwatch/ 

https://www.rspb.org.uk/get-involved/activities/birdwatch/
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Science                                       Mr Jones 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

The Infinite Monkey Cage – Answering the big questions – A great listen 

 

Perhaps more suited to older students but a great listen. If you’re not familiar with it (and why would 

you be seeing as it on radio 4, the channel of old people!) it is an excellent listen, presented by    

Brian Cox, they tackle all sorts of scientific questions. The most recent episode is about whether    

aliens exist. Year 12 and 13 scientists should certainly give it a listen, but it will be interesting to        

anyone with a strong interest in science including parents. (disclaimer – you do not have to be old 

to listen to Radio 4!!). 

 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b00snr0w/episodes/player 

 

 

 

 

 
There are some incredible plants and animals out there, each week Mr McCarthy will pick one of 

his favourites. Please email him with your own favourite organism, entries will receive reward points 

and perhaps be featured in a future newsletter. 

Platypus - Ornithorhynchus anatinus 

The platypus is truly the oddball of the animal world! Although it is classified as a mammal, unlike 

most mammals, it does not have a stomach, it produces venom, and it lays eggs! In fact, when   

scientists were first sent a platypus specimen in the 1800’s they thought it was a hoax. Simply         

because it looks like a combination of many different animals: it has a body like a furry brown cat, 

four short legs and sharp claws over webbed feet; a tail like a beaver, but a beak like a duck. Even 

more excitingly, scientists have recently discovered the platypus is fluorescent (it glows in the dark – 

see picture). Scientists believe this is probably for predator avoidance.  

Organism of the week 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b00snr0w/episodes/player
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Science                                       Mr Jones 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
                
 

This week’s Word of the Week: 

 
 

    
 

 
   Fear of falling asleep! 

Word of the Week 

Somniphobia 
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Science                                       Mr Jones 

Science Puzzle of The Week 
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Science                            Dr Hidalgo-Curtis 

 

  

Crocodiles, they don’t change for anyone! 
 

Crocodiles today look very similar to ones from the Jurassic period some 200 million years ago. There 

are also very few species alive today -- just 25. Other animals such as lizards and birds have 

achieved a diversity of many thousands of species in the same amount of time or less. 

 

In the new research, published today in the journal Nature Communications Biology, the scientists 

explain how crocodiles follow a pattern of evolution known as 'punctuated equilibrium'. 

 

The rate of their evolution is generally slow, but occasionally they evolve more quickly because the 

environment has changed. In particular, this new research suggests that their evolution speeds up 

when the climate is warmer, and that their body size increases. 

 

Local Scientists from the University of Bristol's School of Geographical Sciences, used an algorithm to 

estimate rates of evolution. Evolutionary rate is the amount of change that has taken place over a 

given amount of time, which we can work out by comparing measurements from fossils and taking 

into account how old they are. 

 

In the study they measured body size, which is important because it interacts with how fast animals 

grow, how much food they need, how big their populations are and how likely they are to become 

extinct. 

 

The findings show that the limited diversity of crocodiles and their apparent lack of evolution is a     

result of a slow evolutionary rate. It seems the crocodiles arrived at a body plan that was very       

efficient and versatile enough that they didn't need to change it in order to survive. 

 

This versatility could be one explanation why crocodiles survived the meteor impact at the end of 

the Cretaceous period, in which the dinosaurs perished. Crocodiles generally thrive better in warm 

conditions because they cannot control their body temperature and require warmth from the       

environment. 

 

Dr Stockdale added: "It is fascinating to see how intricate a relationship exists between the earth 

and the living things we share it with. The crocodiles landed upon a lifestyle that was versatile 

enough to adapt to the enormous environmental changes that have taken place since the         

dinosaurs were around." 
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Science                                      Mr Jones 

Year 11 – Magnets 
Mr Jones’ Year 11 classes had fun in their lessons this week using their virtual          
whiteboards. See below some good examples from 11P1 and 11P3 of their drawings of 
the magnetic field lines around bar magnets. 

Mr Keely was very impressed with the work Burak from year 8 produced, combining his 
artistic flair with his work on plant reproduction. 



 16 

 

 

Science                                       Mr Jones 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 

Science stars of the chat 

We have been really appreciating all the active participation in science lessons this week, as well 

as all of the excellent work you have been producing. We would like to say well done for all your 

brilliant contributions and a special mention this week goes to the following students: 

Mrs John would like to say a well done to Connor,    

Alyssa and Jess in Y12 Applied Science – they have 

made a fantastic start to their portfolio and are already 

demonstrating elements of distinction grade!! Ryan, 

Molly, Ollie and Jack you are fantastic Chemists who are 

demonstrating your commitment to your studies even 

during remote learning – I am so proud of your hard 

work. 

Mr Talbot would like to say thank you to 8Q1 

for always getting fully involved in lessons 

and asking lots of interesting questions! 10P1 

have also shown real determination in getting 

to grips with conservation of momentum. 

Well done! 

Mr Jones would like to say well done to 

the year 12 Physics students who are 

always enthusiastic in their lessons and 

have all done really well in their most 

recent assessments. 

 

Dr Hidalgo Curtis would like to give a huge 

well done to 11Q1. Our year 11 separate 

scientists have been doing a great job 

tackling some of the more challenging 

content on their Biology GCSE. 

Well done to Ealy, Lewis, Alexa, Chloe, Bea,    

Harley and Jakub in 7PQSc4 for great               

contributions in Science on the chat and      

whiteboard. 
 

A massive well done to Will, Katie, Holly, Scott, 

Mackenzie and Mia in 11Q2 who completed 

some superb work on acids and bases in       

chemistry this week. 

Mrs Corrie 

 
Mr McCarthy would like to thank Abi and Chloe in 

Y9 for their beautifully presented research on how 

human activity effects an ecosystem! The next 

Rosalind Franklins?  
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Art                                              Mrs Eyles 
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Art                                              Mrs Eyles 
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D T                                              Mrs Haslam 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

KS3 Lock Down Cooks 

Year 8  have been investigating cakes 

from different countries and how to 

make them healthier. 

Well done on these amazing Dutch 

Apple Cakes from Nikita, Finn, Olivia, 

Lewis, Gabriel, Noah and Isabel. 
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D T                                              Mrs Haslam 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Dutch Apple Cake Recipe 

For all you budding chefs out there here is the recipe Year 8 used.  

It would be amazing to see what you can achieve.  

Send your cake pictures to Mrs Haslam at 

txh@clarendonacademy.com 

Remember stay calm and keep cooking. 

Ingredients: 

• 100g caster sugar 

• 100g soft margarine 

• 2 eggs 

• 100g self-raising flour 

• 3 eating apple 

• 1tsp cinnamon  

• 1tsp demerara sugar 

Method: 

• Preheat the oven to 180ºC or gas mark 4. 

• Grease and/or line the baking tin. 

• Cream sugar and soft margarine together using a wooden spoon until 

light and fluffy. 

• In a small bowl or jug, mix the eggs with a fork. 

• Add half the egg and half the flour to the bowl and mix. 

• Add the other half of the egg and flour to the bowl and mix until        

combined, do not over beat as it will be tough. 

• Spread the mixture in the cake tin. 

• Cut the apple into quarters, remove the core and slice thinly. 

• Arrange the apple slices over the cake mix 

• Sprinkle the cinnamon and sugar on top. 

• Place in the oven and bake for around 20 minutes, until golden brown 

and springy to the touch. 

• Remove from the oven loosen the edge with a blunt knife.  
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D T                                              Mrs Andrews 
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English                                       Mrs Soan 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Calling all Competitive Creatives! 

English Challenge of the Week 

 

In the English department, we know that a massive part of school for you all is that feeling of competition 

and togetherness so we would like to invite all students from all year groups to take part in our weekly 

challenges!  

 

Throughout this term, everyone who enters the competition will receive 2 determination points 

(regardless of whether they win or not) and the winner will receive 4 determination points, 4 excellence 

points, a positive email home and their work published in the next newsletter. 

 

All you need to do is complete the challenge and email it to kjl@clarendonacademy.com by Tuesday 

evening each week in order to be entered into the prize draw!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

This week’s competition is as follows: 

 

We would like you to write a Haiku about lockdown.  

 

Lockdown may not have been the best time for everyone but it is an incredibly unique time 

that will become historic in years to come so we should really try and document it! 

 

A Haiku is a Japanese form of poetry made up of three short, unrhymed lines that evoke im-

agery for the reader. Line 1 should have 5 syllables, line 7 should have 7 syllables and line 3 

should again have 5 syllables.  

 

Example:  
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English                                       Mrs Soan 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Last week we asked you to write an acrostic poem about something that you found in nature on 

your daily walk. Thank you so much to all of you for your beautiful poems, they were a joy to 

read. 

 

Below is our winner and their winning entry.  

 

This acrostic poem made our hearts sing. A quiet, graceful poem capturing a peaceful, every 

day moment and turning it into something otherworldly with the subtle use of imagery, sibilance, 

juxtaposition and sensory writing.  

 

We hope you love it just as much as we do.  

 

Bird, oh so graceful, I see 
you take flight. 

 

I watch, I hear you sing;    
music to my ears. 

 

Right there above me, a 
sweet and soothing sight, 

 

Deep black feathers 
against a soft blue sky. 
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English                                       Mrs Soan 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Miss Lund 

Milena, year 10, went above and beyond requirements in order to create this informative, considered 

and beautifully presented PowerPoint which will surely be an asset both to her and her classmates moving 

forwards.  

Well done and thank you, Milena – you continue to impress me with each and every lesson that passes. 
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English                                       Mrs Soan 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Mrs Soan 

This week 10Q3 tackled a brand new GCSE        

poem ‘Sonnet 29 –I Think of Thee’. No easy feat 

over Teams! 

 

They showed brilliant resilience with this difficult 

poem and created some original images to help 

represent and summarise the poem.  

 

Noah G in particular has created something truly 

beautiful. 

I am a crow, 
Oh, how I crow as I listen to the wind blow. 
 
I feel the twig beneath me crack as I stand on one leg, 
The twig is sleeping now. 
 
I take it to my nest, 
So it can rest. 
 
I feel sad for the stick I have, 
It will never know what it’s like to be breathing. 

 

This week, 7PQ5 have dazzled me with their poetry work. They have fearlessly tackled complex            

language devices such as: simile, metaphor, extended metaphor and personification. For the finale, I 

asked the group to write a short poem where using their own extended metaphor and an example of 

personification – a mammoth task, I’m sure you’ll agree! 

Max wrote this compelling, somewhat heartbreaking story about death, loneliness and companionship 

which absolutely bowled me over. 

Well done, Max – you’re simply brilliant! 

Miss Lund 



 26 

 

 

English                                       Mrs Soan 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Shout out Jake L in 9PQ3 who wrote an                 

impassioned speech about the effects of lock-

down using a variety of persuasive techniques and 

language to discuss the issue.  

Choosing to write about a situation which directly 

affects all of us if a great way of engaging an      

audience and ensuring your message hits home. 

Well done Jake! 

Last week, 7PQ4 developed their own 

set of positive affirmations using         

communications skills and ensuring they 

were written in correct sentences. They 

then practised saying these to          

themselves which is a really important 

step.  
 

Positive affirmations can be really 

helpful to remind ourselves of how 

amazing we are during lockdown and 

to keep our spirits up.  

 

Good work 7PQ4, make sure you keep 

on repeating your affirmations! 

8P3 have turned into excellent          

detectives as part of their               

Communications lessons. The lessons 

have transformed into a murder      

mystery and everyone is a possible 

suspect. They have been using their             

communications skills to   become     

inquisitive detectives and solve the 

mystery.  
 

Special shout out to Hollie-Maie, Ashley 

and Warren who were brave enough to 

unmute themselves to interrogate each 

other. 

Miss Chedzoy 

Kye H, 10Q2 

‘I believe that the poet, Percy Bysshe Shelley uses 
natural imagery to make his argument for his love 
being with him more persuasive. The large use of 

‘mingle’ for example, the verb used to represent an 
everlasting mix, personifies nature and how it could 
stand for the love between partners, this mirrors 
nature and how it reflects their love in nature as 

one. This is easily shown with ‘The fountains mingle 
with the river and the rivers with the Ocean’. 

 

Well done on writing such a brilliant, detailed      

response to the poem ‘Love’s Philosophy’ Kye. 

Miss Spain 

If you haven’t already, then check out the 
@clarendon_english Instagram page for more 

updates and challenges.  
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English                                  Mrs Faulkner 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Mrs Henderson in the Library has been    
keeping track of our readers taking part in 
Accelerated reader (years 7 and years 8). It is 
wonderful to see the increases in word 
counts even while we are remote learning. 
Remember the rewards are still being     
counted and the challenge to reach 1 million 
words and enter the millionaire club during 
this school year is ongoing.  

The English department are also really happy 
to hear about the reading which is taking 
place across the year groups -even those 
outside of accelerated reader.  

 

Remember, reading can give you a place to 
go when you have to stay where you are - 
very relevant at the moment!   

--------------------------  
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P A                                                       Mrs Roach 

This week’s PA focus is on KS3 Drama lockdown lessons. 

Drama is by its very nature, an incredibly practical subject, where it helps you to develop all sorts of 

amazing interpersonal skills through rehearsals and performance within your groups. Lockdown has 

certainly put a challenge to this, but we have enjoyed developing characters with our year 8      

classes – entering into murder mystery lessons where everyone is in ‘character’ for the whole lesson 

over TEAMS (Brilliant fun – we are loving it!) I am certainly looking forward to revealing further clues 

over the next few lessons and trying to solve the case together. Watch this space… 

We have been putting our focus on job roles in the performing arts industry with years 7 and 9 – a 

very important careers spin! Year 7 are enjoying their lessons and have so far looked at the different 

people in the industry who have a vital role in making theatre happen, using real life examples. 

Year 9 have also been looking at this in a much more focussed way and have had the opportunity 

to be a theatre reviewer for a live performance done by the National Theatre, and have had a go 

at designing theatrical make up for a specific character, and practicing some special effects 

make up such as bruising and black eyes on unsuspecting family members! We are really enjoying 

seeing the efforts coming through from home and thank you to all the good sports willing to be 

models! 

Some of the great examples of make up design on both paper and models are below: 

Kealan W’s Zombie design for stage 
Jake L’s make up design 

Imogen H giving her brother a black eye 
(with stage make up!)  

Charlotte R’s Aged Bruise using special effects make up 

techniques 
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P A                                                       Mrs Roach 

 

Miss Ibbetson and Mrs Roach also had a great time 

demonstrating the techniques with their            

glamourous assistants! 

Remember year 9 – with regards to choosing Drama as an option for your GCSEs, it isn’t all about the    

acting! You can specialise in the technical side of Drama, and Drama is LOVED by employers/colleges/

universities because of the transferable skills you gain from having studied it! 
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P A                                                   Miss Ibbetson 

: 

Myah S’ blackeyes! 

Maliqua W gave her sister a realistic 
black eye! 

Sam R’s managed to trick his 
family with these bruises! 

Ciara R’s Dad ready to go on stage! 
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Mental Health Awareness 

 


