
Key Stage 3 History – Assessment Grid 

 KE1 – Knowledge (We are 
reporters…) 
 

 
 

KE2 – Analysis (We are detectives…) 
 

 

KE3 – Judgements (We are 
judges…) 
 

 

KE4 – Organisation (We are 
builders…) 
 

 

Grades 7-9 a) Consistently use 
sophisticated historical 
terms and a comprehensive 
range of facts 

b) Show consistent and 
sophisticated understanding 
of the range attitudes and 
features of the period 

a) Explain a range of causes, 
changes, continuities and 
consequences of historical 
periods and events and the 
relative importance of each 

b) Explain the links between 
causes, changes, continuities 
and consequences and the 
significance of these links 

a) Give a substantiated 
judgement which can 
convincingly justify the 
choice using comparison 
and key evidence 

b) Compare the strengths 
and weaknesses of 
different arguments on a 
question/issue 

a) Consistently use evidence to 
support points and consider 
the strength of the evidence 

b) Write in sophisticated PEEL 
paragraphs which have a 
clear logical order to argue 
a case fully focused on the 
question 

Grades 4-6 a) Consistently use correct 
historical terms and relevant 
facts 

b) Show consistent 
understanding of the key 
attitudes and features of the 
period 

a) Explain a range of causes, 
changes, continuities and 
consequences of historical 
periods and events 

b) Explain the links between 
causes, changes, continuities 
and consequences  

a) Give a judgement on a 
historical question or 
issue and explain a 
reason for this 

b) Explain both sides of the 
argument on a 
question/issue 

a) Consistently use relevant 
evidence to support points 

b) Write in full PEE paragraphs 
which have a sense of order 
and clear focus on the 
question 

Grades 1-3 a) Use some simple historical 
terms and simple facts 

b) Show simple understanding 
of the basic attitudes and 
features of the period 

a) Identify some causes, changes, 
continuities and consequences 
of historical periods and events 

b) Make simple links between 
causes, changes, continuities 
and consequences 

a) Give a simple judgement 
on a historical question 
or issue 

b) Show understanding that 
there be more than one 
side or argument on a 
question/issue 

a) Use some simple evidence 
to support points 

b) Use sentences and simple 
paragraphs to answer the 
question 

 

 


