
GCSE Religious Studies 

Exam Practice: Peace and Conflict 

Peace 

a. Outline three Muslim beliefs about peace. (3) 

b. Explain two reasons why peace is important in the life of a Muslim. (4) 

b. Explain two ways that Islam is seen as a peaceful religion. (4) 

c. Explain two reasons why peace is important in the life of a Muslim. Refer to sources of wisdom 

and authority in your answer. (5)  

c. Explain two reasons why Muslims believe that Islam is a religion of peace. Refer to sources of 

wisdom and authority in your answer. (5)  

d. “Islam is the House of Peace.” Evaluate this statement considering arguments for and against. 

(12) 

d. “Islam is a peaceful religion.” Evaluate this statement considering arguments for and against. 

(12) 

Peacemaking 

a. Outline three ways Muslims aim to make peace with others. (3) 

b. Explain two ways Muslims work for peace today. (4) 

c. Explain two reasons why peacemeaking is important in Islam. Refer to sources of wisdom and 

authority in your answer. (5) 

c. Explain two reasons why forgiveness and reconciliation are important for Muslims. Refer to 

sources of wisdom and authority in your answer. (5) 

d. “There can be no peace without justice.” Evaluate this statement considering arguments for and 

against. (12) 

d. “Working for peace is the most important thing a Muslim can do in the world today.” Evaluate 

this statement considering arguments for and against. (12) 

d. “Muslims should do more to work for peace.” Evaluate this statement considering arguments 

for and against. (12) 

d. “Muslim teachings on peace can lead to a better world.” Evaluate this statement considering 

arguments for and against. (12) 

Conflict 

a. Outline three causes of conflict. (3) 

b. Explain two things Muslims believe may cause conflict. (4) 

b. Explain two ways Muslims respond to the problems conflicts cause within society. (4) 

b. Explain two non-religious attitudes about religion as a cause of conflict. (4) 



c. Explain two responses Muslims make to the problems conflict causes within society. Refer to 

sources of wisdom and authority in your answer. (5)  

c. Explain two reasons why conflicts occur. Refer to sources of wisdom and authority in your 

answer. (5)  

d. “Religion is the main cause of wars.” Evaluate this statement considering arguments for and 

against. (12) 

d. “If Allah is benevolent and omnipotent why does he allow conflict to happen.” Evaluate this 

statement considering arguments for and against. (12) 

Pacifism 

a. Outline three features of the history of pacifism for Muslims. (3) 

b. Explain two examples of passive resistance within Islam. (4) 

c. Explain two reasons why some Muslims are pacifists. Refer to sources of wisdom and authority 

in your answer. (5) 

c. Explain two Muslim attitudes about pacifism. Refer to sources of wisdom and authority in your 

answer. (5) 

d. “All people should be pacifists.” Evaluate this statement considering arguments for and against. 

(12) 

d. “Muslims cannot disobey their government.” Evaluate this statement considering arguments for 

and against. (12) 

d. “You cannot be Muslim and pacifist.” Evaluate this statement considering arguments for and 

against. (12) 

d. “Pacifism and religion should go hand-in-hand.” Evaluate this statement considering arguments 

for and against. (12) 

Just War Theory 

a. Outline three Muslim beliefs about war. (3) 

a. Outline three Just War theory conditions. (3) 

b. Explain two Shi’a Muslim beliefs about a just war. (4) 

c. Explain two beliefs about Just War for Muslims. Refer to sources of wisdom and authority in 

your answer. (5) 

c. Explain two ways just war relates to lesser jihad. Refer to sources of wisdom and authority in 

your answer. (5) 

c. Explain two conditions for a just war within Islam. Refer to sources of wisdom and authority in 

your answer. (5) 

c. Explain two reasons why Muslims will fight in a Just War. Refer to sources of wisdom and 

authority in your answer. (5) 



d. “Religious people should never fight in wars.” Evaluate this statement considering arguments 

for and against. (12) 

d. “There is no such thing as a just war.” Evaluate this statement considering arguments for and 

against. (12) 

Holy War 

a. Outline three Muslim beliefs about war. (3) 

b. Explain two reasons why Harb al-Maqadis is important in Islam. (4) 

b. Explain two Muslim teachings about war and peace. (4) 

c. Explain two Muslim teachings about holy war. Refer to sources of wisdom and authority in your 

answer. (5) 

c. Explain two divergent interpretations of Muhammad’s wars in the Qu’ran. Refer to sources of 

wisdom and authority in your answer. (5) 

c. Explain two reasons why a Muslim might regard a war as a holy war. Refer to sources of wisdom 

and authority in your answer. (5) 

d. “No war should ever be called holy.” Evaluate this statement considering arguments for and 

against. (12) 

d. “Religious people should never fight.” Evaluate this statement considering arguments for and 

against. (12) 

Weapons of Mass Destruction 

a. Outline three benefits of WMDs. (3) 

a. Outline three problems of WMDs. (3) 

b. Explain two non-religious attitudes towards the use of WMDs. (4) 

b. Explain two Muslim teachings about WMDs. (4) 

c. Explain two Muslim beliefs about WMD. Refer to sources of wisdom and authority in your 

answer. (5) 

c. Explain two reasons why Muslim might be against possessing WMD. Refer to sources of wisdom 

and authority in your answer. (5) 

d. “WMD might be dreadful, but having them keeps the peace.” Evaluate this statement 

considering arguments for and against. (12) 

d. “There are more benefits than problems of WMD.” Evaluate this statement considering 

arguments for and against. (12) 

d. “The use of WMD is sometimes justified.” Evaluate this statement considering arguments for 

and against. (12) 

 

 



Issues surrounding conflict 

a. Outline three ways Muslims can respond to terrorism. (3) 

a. State three rules of war from Malik’s Muwatta 21.3.10 (3) 

a. Outline three problems caused by conflict. (3) 

b. Explain two reasons why most Muslims reject terrorists. (4) 

b. Explain two ways Muslims work to overcome issues of conflict. (4) 

c. Explain two reasons why Muslims work to overcome issues surrounding conflict. Refer to 

sources of wisdom and authority in your answer. (5) 

c. Explain two reasons why Muslims might be against terrorism. Refer to sources of wisdom and 

authority in your answer. (5) 

d. “Religion should do more to stop violence and terrorism.” Evaluate this statement considering 

arguments for and against. (12) 

d. “Muslims must do more to respond to issues surrounding conflict.” Evaluate this statement 

considering arguments for and against. (12) 

 


