
  

Key Stage 3 Modern Foreign Languages :  Assessment Criteria 

  Listening Skills Speaking Skills 

Students who achieve 
these criteria by the end 

of Key Stage 3 are likely to 
achieve grades 7, 8 or 9 at 

GCSE. 

• Answer questions in the target language about 

conversations using  in the present, past and 

future tenses. 

• Use my cultural awareness to understand short 

radio and television extracts. 

• Note differences in attitudes and emotions 

without having to hear a recording more than 

twice. 

• Initiate conversations using the present, past and 

future tenses with confidence. 

• Express my opinions and justifications in all three 

tenses. 

• Use my grammar notes in my exercise book to 

check the accuracy of my spoken French / 

German. 

 

Students who achieve 
these criteria by the end 

of Key Stage 3 are likely to 
achieve grades 4, 5 or 6 at 

GCSE. 

• Understand conversations of at least four 

exchanges and note their English meaning. 

• List important details and opinions from 

conversations which refer to events that have 

already taken place. 

• Use my knowledge of  vocabulary from other 

topics to deduce meanings in unfamiliar 

conversations. 

• Take part in conversations of at least four 

exchanges with a readily understandable French / 

German accent.  

• Describe what I did in the past and ask questions 

of others  to discover their experiences. 

• Use connectives to routinely justify my opinions 

in both the present and past tenses. 

 

Students who achieve 
these criteria by the end 

of Key Stage 3 are likely to 
achieve grades 1, 2 or 3 at 

GCSE. 

• Recognise simple comments and questions, in 

the present tense especially when they are 

repeated or re-phrased. 

• Write down some details in English about 

statements I have heard in the target language. 

• Understand question words. 

• Answer questions using short and simple phrases 

we have practised in class.  My accent is also 

improving. 

• Take part in short conversations answering 

questions relating to a variety of topics. 

• Ask questions to discover my friend’s likes and 

dislikes. 



  

Key Stage 3 Modern Foreign Languages :  Assessment Criteria 

  Reading Skills Writing Skills 

Students who achieve 
these criteria by the end of 

Key Stage 3 are likely to 
achieve grades 7, 8 or 9 at 

GCSE. 

• Understand both imaginative and factual texts  in  

three different tenses with unfamiliar words and use 

my cultural awareness to aid understanding. 

• Summarise long texts - picking out the main details 

and recognising the  attitudes and emotions described. 

• Use a dictionary and my class notes often to help me 

to work out any unclear meanings in texts. 

• Write extended essays of approximately 90 words 

about real or imaginary subjects. 

• Redraft paragraphs so that the present, past and 

future tenses are accurate. 

• Regularly use connectives to extend my sentences 

and make comparisons in my work. 

Students who achieve 
these criteria by the end of 

Key Stage 3 are likely to 
achieve grades 4, 5 or 6 at 

GCSE. 

• Identify the main points and the additional details 

from a printed or hand written text. 

• Understand texts which are written in the present 

tense and also  in the past tense - noting opinions 

when appropriate. 

• Scan texts to answer questions and use my grammar 

notes to help me deduce any unclear meanings. 

• Write a paragraph from memory in the present 

tense on a topic recently covered in our lessons. 

• Use the past tense to describe events that have 

taken place in my life. 

• Check my grammar and class notes to help ensure 

that my spellings in the target language are as 

accurate as possible. 

Students who achieve 
these criteria by the end of 

Key Stage 3 are likely to 
achieve grades 1, 2 or 3 at 

GCSE. 

• Recognise single words in the target language 

especially if there are some pictures to help me. 

• Find the meanings of new words in my text book so 

that I can note down some of the main points from a 

short text in English. 

• Note down details from a short text including likes and 

dislikes. 

 

• Write familiar words and a short phrase in French / 

German from memory, trying to include the correct 

gender of nouns.  

• Create short sentences on familiar topics, mainly 

about myself and my views.  I can also express my 

likes and dislikes using the present tense.  

• Using my notes to help, I am able to write a 

paragraph on a familiar topic. 


