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How am I examined in this subject? 

Psychology is assessed though three exam papers. 

• Paper 1 – Introductory Topics in Psychology: This exam is worth 33.3% of your 

A-Level, is out of 96 and is 2 hours long. It is divided into four section: Social 

influence, Memory, Attachment and Psychopathology (although Research 

Methods may be embedded into any section).  

• Paper 2 – Psychology in Context: This exam is worth 33.3% of your A-Level, is 

out of 96 and is 2 hours long. It is divided into three sections: Approaches in 

Psychology, Biopsychology and Research Methods.  

• Paper 3 – Issues and Options in Psychology: this exam is worth 33.3% of your 

A-Level, is out of 96 and is 2 hours long. It is divided into four sections: Issues 

and Debates, Gender, Schizophrenia and Forensic Psychology (although 

Research Methods can be embedded into any section). 

How are my responses assessed? 

In each essay you write, you are assessed on three separate skills or assessment 

objectives: 

• AO1: Demonstrate knowledge and understanding of scientific ideas, processes, 

techniques and procedures. (30-33%) 

• AO2: Apply knowledge and understanding of scientific ideas, processes, 

techniques and procedures. (30-33%) 

• AO3: Analyse, interpret and evaluate scientific information, ideas and 

evidence, including in relation to issues, to: make judgements and reach 

conclusions, develop and refine practical design and procedures. (36-38%) 

• At least 10% of the overall assessment of Psychology will contain mathematical 

skills equivalent to Level 2 or above. 

• At least 25–30% of the overall assessment will assess skills, knowledge and 

understanding in relation to research methods. 



 

What do I have to achieve at GCSE to study this subject? 

You need to achieve at least a grade 5 in either English Language or English Literature, grade 6 in 

Maths and grade 6 in Science, preferably Biology at GCSE to achieve well at A-Level Psychology.  

How could this subject support my future education or career?  

• If you study psychology you’ll be able to hone your analytical and 

organisational skills and learn about scientific research methods, including 

collecting and working with data. 

• Learning about human behaviour can also help to build your communication 

skills and improve your teamwork and leadership skills. 

• Psychology is useful for any job that requires lots of interaction or an 

understanding of human behaviour and development. 

• People with skills in psychology are sought after in business, management, 

teaching, research, social work and careers in medicine and healthcare. 

. 

 

How do we support students who are aiming for A/A* grades? 
 

• We encourage our most able students to read widely around the topics we look at in class 
for contemporary or relevant issues or studies to use as extra points. A comprehensive 
Sociology folder is available on the Sixth Form VLE, which contains a number of thought-
provoking articles from academic journals. Students are encouraged to read and make 
notes on these articles in their Supported Study sessions.  

• We organise one-to-one sessions with students who would like additional support in 
improving their essays or written communication skills.    

• Using a variety of textbooks to broaden students understandings of a topic will help boost 
those high achieving students. 

 

How do we support students who are finding this subject difficult? 
 

• We organise one-to-one sessions with students who are struggling with specific areas or 
skills in our subject.  

• We provide printed versions of the PowerPoint presentations and other notes we use in 
lessons for students who experience difficulties with the pace of lessons.  

• We provide detailed and helpful feedback on the work that students submit to use and 
give them the opportunity to improve their work at regular opportunities.  

• We direct students to a range of online resources that are designed to support them with 
independent study and reviewing their notes from class, such as Tutor2u.  

 Who can I contact if I want to find out more? 

Miss Toni-Marie Larby (Head of Social Sciences / A-Level Sociology and Psychology Teacher): 

txl@clarendonacademy.com 


