
 

 

SEND News – Term 4 

Neurodiversity  
 

I have really noticed a shift in the way society talks about people with different learning needs and am really excited by 

the shift in attitude towards a better understanding of Neurodiversity. Neurodiversity is the concept that when it comes 

to the human brain and nervous system, people don't all end up the same. In other words we are all different, and due 

to that we all have something in common. That is why it’s really important to celebrate Autism Awareness Month which 

starts with World Autism Awareness day on 3rd April, embracing the message of accept, understand, love. 

Autism is a spectrum condition and affects people in different ways. Like all people, autistic people have their own 

strengths and weaknesses. Approximately 1 in 100 people are diagnosed as being autistic. 

Difficulties or signs in children may include; social and communication difficulties, repetitive or restrictive behaviour, 

over or under sensitivity (to sound, light, smell or noise) anxiety, meltdowns or shutdowns.  

If you want to know more or have any questions about autism please speak to your school SENCo who will be able to 

talk to you about the ‘Neuro Cognition Pathway’  Have a great Easter break-  

Tom Nolan Deputy Director of SEND 

Parental Tips (if you have a child who 

you believe may have autistic traits) 

- Be consistent communicate 

with school and put in similar 

structures. 

- Follow a routine and warn your 

child of any changes. 

- Look out for body language; 

not all children can express 

verbally if something is getting 

too much. 

- Be aware of what they are 

sensitive to- so that you can 

troubleshoot or understand 

why they might be 

dysregulating. 

- Teach tasks as a series of 

simple steps. 

- Actively engage your child’s 

attention in highly structured 

activities. 

- Provide regular reinforcement 

of behaviour. 

- Build on their hobbies and 

interests. 

 

 

Support and guidance: 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/articles/znsmxyc BBC bitesize tool kit 

https://www.autism.org.uk/ has support pages 

https://www.autismtogether.co.uk/ has a range of ideas and advice  

 

 

 

 

 

Inclusive Groups and activities in Wiltshire: More information on 

https://www.wiltshireparentcarercouncil.co.uk/ (these are just some of 

the opportunities available this Easter) 

Dolphins swimming group Salisbury  

Seeds4Success Every Thursday 6:30-9:00pm Bridging Project + @ Fovant 

Youth Club (2nd & 4th Thurs of the month), also holding remote 

sessions via Zoom (1st & 3rd Thurs of the month). 

Hope Nature Centre - The Easter Egg Trail (Trowbridge) 

Freedog (Swindon) - Trampolining & Clip ‘n’ Climb 

SEND Soft Play Sessions for u14s at Boomerang, Melksham 

GUL- horse based activities  

 

https://www.acorneducationtrust.com/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/articles/znsmxyc
https://www.autism.org.uk/
https://www.autismtogether.co.uk/
https://www.wiltshireparentcarercouncil.co.uk/

