
 

Term 4 Newsletter                                                            April 2022 

 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

Firstly, thank you for your support and understanding this term. Every time it seems like we’re 

leaving Covid and its impact behind, it re-emerges in a wave. For us, this came in mid-March 

with a significant number of staff having to self-isolate at once. Having to close to a year group 

is a decision we’re always reluctant to take, but were left with no choice. Hopefully, with Covid 

guidance updated again as of this month, that will be the final time. 

Fingers crossed. 

On a more positive note this term has seen more events and trips take 

place. The Science trip to We The Curious in Bristol for Year 8 was a 

particular highlight; our first whole year group trip for quite some time. 

 

Following student, parent and staff feedback we’ve taken 

the decision to change tutor time back to the very start of 

the day, having trialled having it mid-morning. It remains 

incredibly important that students are on-time for the 

start of the school day; we recommend that students are 

on-site by 8:40am ready to start tutor time at 8:45am. 

On our return after Easter, Year 10, 11, 12 and 13 will all have a busy and im-

portant few months ahead of them, with examinations beginning in May. Many 

of them will be coming in to school over the Easter holidays for revision sessions. 

I hope they will be using the Easter holidays for a combination of the rest they 

deserve and dedicating significant amounts of time to revision, putting them in 

the best possible position for May and June. We’re really confident in all of these 

year groups and wish them the very best of luck. 

Finally, I hope that all members of our school community have a nice time during the Easter 

holidays. 

 

Mr C Turze 

Head of School 



 

Message from Acorn                

 
 

Dear Parent/Carer, 

We are delighted to announce that Acorn Education Trust will be growing.  From 1st May 2022 the five schools who made up 

the former Salisbury Plain Academy Trust will be joining the Acorn family. There is one secondary school and four primary 

schools: 

• Avon Valley School  

• St Michael’s Church of England Primary School 

• Durrington All Saints Church of England Infant School 

• Netheravon All Saints Church of England Primary School 

• Bulford St Leonard’s Primary School 

These additions to the Trust will provide further security and strengthen the Trust’s future.  All of our existing schools, as 

well as these new additions, will benefit from this growth in terms of financial security and excellence through partnership.  

Acorn remains committed to our vision of ‘preparing young people for their world in their time’.   With care at the heart of 

everything we do, we remain fully dedicated to all of our staff, pupils and their wider communities. It remains our priority 

that all Acorn schools are good schools and they receive the support that they need to improve and flourish.  Active leader-

ship will still be visible in all of our schools from the Acorn central team, who will continue to support and challenge through 

our ‘Team Around the School’ model.  

Through close collaboration and a shared vision, we believe each school within the Trust will continue to go from strength 

to strength, achieving great things whilst retaining their individual identity. We extend a warm welcome to all five schools 

and we look forward to getting to know them well and working together in partnership. 

Below are some frequently asked questions which my help with any queries you may have. 

Best Wishes 

 

Jo Ronxin.  Head of Communication and School Support 

         Frequently Asked Questions 

Will current Acorn Education Trust schools receive less funding, resources and support? 

No. All schools will be funded and resourced according to their size and need. The support from the Trust will not 
change and is again based on need.  

Will the addition of five schools make Acorn Education Trust weaker or stronger? 

Definitely stronger. While the secondary school is much smaller than Kingdown and Clarendon, the 4 primary schools 
are bigger than most of our primary schools which will add strength. A trust of 17 schools is described by the DfE as 
medium to large. The average number of schools per MAT in 2021 was 7.  

How big is Acorn intending to grow? 

We don’t honestly know because the national political and educational strategy continues to change. We need to make 
sure we are big enough to remain strong and have the capacity to grow, rather than a Trust at risk of being taken over. 
At the same time however, we must hold on to our values and our sense of belonging, which really matters to us all. We 
remain focussed on our founding purpose, which is to find the best local solution to the national strategy.  

How will admissions to the school be affected?  
There is no proposal to change our existing admissions arrangements.  

 
Will the Trust name change? 
No; Acorn Education Trust remains. 

 
How are the pupils affected?  
The pupils will not notice any immediate differences. They will be in the same uniform, in the same classrooms, with the 
same teachers, standards and expectations. 

 



 

International Taekwondo Success      Miss Fox

 

 On Saturday 12th March Keylan 

was in Harrow, London com-

peting at an International 

Taekwondo Federation Event 

with over 840 competitors from 

Argentina, Holland and USA.  

 Keylan performed superbly to win a bronze medal in fighting 

just behind the Junior European Champion. Keylan also made 

the quarter finals in a highly contested competition in patterns.  

 Keylan has a busy schedule for the rest of the  year, with 30 

competitions still remaining as he has his sights set on com-

peting in Canada next year. 



 

Bronze Lion Celebration        Mr Jones        

 This week we had a special celebration for our students that had 

achieved Bronze Lion status. To reach this, students need to have 

received 150 reward points in each of the three school values of 

RESPECT, DETERMINATION and EXCELLENCE. 

 As well as receiving their bronze lion badges to wear, the                 

students were treated to hot chocolate with all the extras and 

brownies. These students represent what it is to be a student at 

Clarendon Academy, demonstrating the three school values day 

after day. Well done to our Bronze Lions, we are incredibly proud 

of you. The next challenge is to reach 400 points for each value 

and achieve a Silver Lion badge. 



 

UKRAINE Appeal                     Miss Spain                 

Our wonderful Sixth Form students have been hosting a variety of fundraising events  

to support the people of Ukraine. With the money they raised, they have managed 

to buy an enormous amount of goods : blankets, towels, clothing, toiletries, first aid 

kits, sanitary products, pet food, toys and more. The donations will be taken to 

Ukraine by a local charity group. 

Special thanks to Jess H and Lacie S for organising the events. 

 

 

 



 

Food and clothes bank        Mr McCarthy & Ambassadors  

To support our local community over the Easter break we took part in The Acorn Appeal, organizing a collec-

tion of food, toiletries and clothes to support our local Food Bank and charity. 

All items were collected in a  week only and we managed a humongous haul seen below. We have been in-

formed it is the ‘most collected by an Acorn school’ to date. Great job Clarendon! 

A huge well done to our brilliant school and especially well done to our Community Ambassadors who have 

put hard work in all week.  Pictured below are Isaac, Carys, Mr McCarthy, Maya and Isla, just some of the team 

who helped our community this week. 

A big thank you to you too, our wider community, and all of those who contributed.  It really 

will make a difference to those who need it the most.   



 

Performing Arts Update            Mrs Roach 

High School Musical Show Update! 

Rehearsals are well underway and some of the pieces are already looking spectacular! Cast, please re-

member to keep an eye on the rehearsals schedule. 

We are excited that a lot of the year 5 students from local primaries will get a chance to see snippets of 

the show when they arrive for their taster week, and tickets will be on sale to the public after Easter 

(keep an eye on social media for this). 

 

 

IMPORTANT CHANGE: Due to some unforeseen cir-

cumstances, we have made the decision to change 

the dates of the show week from what it was original-

ly (Week of the 20th June) to our new show week the 

week after—PERFORMANCES TO THE PUBLIC WILL BE 

WEDNESDAY 29th JUNE, THURSDAY 30th JUNE, and 

FRIDAY 1st JULY at 7pm. 

Tickets will be priced at, and you will be able to book 

these via ParentMail—update on how to do this after 

Easter. 

 

 

Music Update 

We have been working in music on Soundtrap (a Digital Audio Workstation used for music production) 

on creating RnB pieces of music with year 8. they have been producing some excellent pieces, and I 

look forward to watching them all develop as musicians going forward. A special mention to Melisa T 

for the example below, who worked particularly hard and was able to create a piece in the correct 

atyle, with the key features and dynamic contrast! Well done Melisa. 

 



 

English Reading                                     Mrs Soan

This term we have started daily sessions with year 7 and 8 students 

who have been identified as needing some extra reading support.  

 

The students involved have made an amazing start and are really        

enjoying reading ‘White Bird’ which is a graphic novel by R.J. Palacio 

(author of our year 8 tutor text ‘Wonder’ too). 

 

The graphic novel has a brilliant mixture of beautiful illustrations and 

text. As it is a graphic novel any unfamiliar words are contextualised by 

the pictures.  

Despite its links to war, ‘White Bird’ is ultimately a book about hope, 

friendship and kindness. 

 



 

      Mrs S Andrews         

Year 10 Textile Design students 

have been working on their 

sketchbook pages this term and 

producing some interesting out-

comes using felting, batik and free 

machine embroidery.  They have 

also produced art work using oil 

pastel, water colour, marbling and 

pencil. 



 

Science                         Year 8 ambassadors  

 
 

On the behalf of the whole of Year 8, we would like to say a huge thank you to all the staff who made this trip 

possible and gave us the opportunity to experience the wonderfully informative We the Curious! 

All of the Year 8’s had such a diverse, intriguing and adventurous time 

at We the Curious - a fun and educational experience located in Bris-

tol. The centre is full with over 250 interactive exhibits to create the 

perfect environment for every individual; displays cover two floors 

with a featured Planetarium! 

Clarendon students thoroughly enjoyed the innovative and effective 

ideas they had to offer. Nothing failed to disappoint us, everything 

was so fun yet incredibly educational. While We the Curious was 

open to the public, this did not stop any individual from learning to 

their full extent. In addition to this, facilities (such as the gift shop) 

had a range of items which students were very much intrigued by. 

There were hundreds of different exhibits at We the Curious, but there 

were two that appeared to have stood out to the students. The, let’s 

say, ‘milkable’ cow was a hit amongst the Year 8’s and a great learning 

opportunity. The cow was so popular in fact, that it was rarely without a 

smiling Clarendon visitor: 

• ‘Milking the cow brought a fun and educational experience! I have 

the "UDDER-most" respect for farmers’ – Maya R 

• ‘Milking the cow was easily one of the best exhibits there’ – Blaze 

T 

• ‘I loved milking the cow, it was a great educational experience’ – 

Olivier S 

Quotes from the Year 8’s themselves!: 

‘I enjoyed talking to people I usually don't. I liked watching the 3D show’ 

- Kizzy R 

‘I really enjoyed the hamster wheel and making a marble run upstairs’ - 

Jessica B 

 ‘I really enjoyed our trip to We the Curious, there were so many things 

to look at and interact with and a lot of good places to have fun with my 

friends. I would definitely go again.’ – Evie B 

The whole trip was really enjoyable and it was a good laugh. I loved all 

the parts when there was a lot of colour because they were really bright 

and bold. Also I loved the upside down room as it made my legs feel like 

jelly. The bubbles were really amazing as we made them huge and made 

them go over our heads. The hamster wheel was really fun and you had 

to run as fast as you could! One of my favourite parts was the planetari-

Another favoured exhibit from We the Cu-

rious was the 3D planetarium. The plane-

tarium took the students on an exhilarating 

journey throughout space, including visits 

such as to the Rings of Saturn and inside a 

meteor shower. 

‘I specifically enjoyed the 3D planetarium 

experience as the illustrations of space 

were educational as well as fun. Being able 

to travel beyond our world and dive into 

the depths of our solar system was a fan-

tastic experience and I would surely go 

again!’ – Jem S 

‘The 3D planetarium was absolutely amaz-

ing, we got to travel throughout our galaxy 



 

 

 



 

History                                  Mr Lawrence

 

‘Whilst we do all we can to make History fun, this term started on a very serious note. We 

spent time talking to all of our classes about the situation in the Ukraine and the History be-

hind this. With Year 9 having recently looked at Russian empire building in World War i and 

our sixth formers studying Russian history it became clear how studying history is vital if we 

are going to understand the world we live in today. Later in the term, our year 7 work on the 

Black Death and year 10 study of medicine through time reinforced this with parallels with the 

ongoing Covid situation, whilst year 8 considered the role of our current government by look-

ing at how power moved from monarch to parliament in the 1600s and 1700s.’ 

 

Sometimes we look forward to a well earned rest in the holidays, but with Easter so late our 

year 13s and 11s will doubtless be revising hard. Hopefully lots of them will log on to our 

Teams revision classes and use the materials posted on the excellent revision section of the 

school website. Year 10 and 12 have mocks looming too - the earlier you get revising the less 

stress in the exam! 

 

Next term the focus in key stage 3 will be on Britain’s place  in the world - in year 7 in medie-

val wars, in year 8 as the Industrial Revolution made us a world power and on year 9 how we 

won World War II. All of these studies will show just how relevant history is in the modern 

world and we look forward to exploring them with our fantastic classes.  

Masks, self isolation… were 

things really that different? 

 Maybe History does repeat itself... 



 

Pi Day                                       Miss Cripps  

 

Aside from palindromic dates, another favourite for mathematicians is the 14th of March, also known as 

pi day 3/14. π is an irrational number and mathematicians call it an “infinite decimal” as the digits go on 

forever! It is a naturally occurring number as for any circle in the world it is the ratio of the circumference 

to the diameter. 

This year students celebrated pi day by completing a series of pi related worksheet 

 

 

3.1415926535 8979323846 2643383279 5028841971 6939937510 5820974944 5923078164  

Impress your teachers: How many digits can you recite pi to? 



 

Swimming Gala                     Mr Worsfold  

 
 

This term we delivered swimming galas to the year 7 and 8 cohort. 

After lots of apprehension in the build-up the event, we can safely 

say that all those involved really enjoyed themselves. The competi-

tion was comprised of competitive and participative races to make 

it accessible to all students.  

 

The event was planned and organised by the year 12 CTEC Sport 

students with support from the PE staff. The year 12’s did an 

amazing job with the delivery of the event. However, there are 

two students that I would like to give a special mention to. Leo C 

and Mia L organised students and staff members so well that it 

allowed the PE staff to sit back and enjoy the atmosphere. We 

have two future PE teachers on our hands with those two! 

The results painted a real picture (Eagle domination) for both ga-

las, which saw team eagle take first place overall in the competi-

tion. Falcons were not far behind in second place, which left Kes-

trel house in third place.  

Regardless of the results, I feel we really did change some percep-

tions of how accessible swimming can be. We shall look forward to 

seeing the students and staff there next year supporting your 

house.  

We must also say a massive thumbs up to 

those  of you that attended the swim ga-

la. Your enthusiasm was instrumental in 

rallying the students to sign up for each 

race! You really are a  wonderful bunch of 

colleagues.  



 

Year 9 Netball Tournament                      Miss Trim  

 

Exam Invigilators              Kathryn Graham

 

Temporary Employment Opportunities – May and June 2022 Exam Invigilation 

 

We are keen to expand our existing team of Exam Invigilators at Clarendon Academy. 

Working hours will be variable, on a casual basis, to supervise students taking both mock 

and real examinations for Year 10 to Year 13. Applications are welcomed from well-

organised, methodical individuals. Successful candidates will have a calm and support-

ive manner and will be available, on a casual basis, firstly during this May and June with 

ongoing opportunities in the November, December, January, March, May and June of 

each year.  Full training will be provided.  

 

Further details are available at https://www.acorneducationtrust.com/972/current-

vacancies/careers/1240/exam-invigilator-2 including rates of pay.  

If you wish to have an informal chat about the role, please contact Mrs Graham, Exams 

Officer at kxg@clarendonacademy.com  

The year 9 netball team took part in a tournament at Melksham 

Oak last week to conclude their season. Two teams were en-

tered and both teams performed excellently for all 9 of their 

games. There were a mixture of results, some wins, some draws 

and a couple losses but throughout each match the netballers 

continued to show great respect and determination.  

Well done to all the year 9 netballers for finishing their season 

so well, I look forward to coaching you again next year! 

https://www.acorneducationtrust.com/972/current-vacancies/careers/1240/exam-invigilator-2
https://www.acorneducationtrust.com/972/current-vacancies/careers/1240/exam-invigilator-2
mailto:kxg@clarendonacademy.com


 

Table Cricket Tournament          Miss Trim and Mr Worsfold

 

Last week a table cricket tournament took place at Lavington School. In the 

lead up to this tournament, our Sports Leaders from year 10 had been train-

ing to play and umpire. On the day, the sports leaders were fantastic as they 

organised the teams and umpired each match.  

 

As well as taking the sports leaders to run the tournament, a team of 4 year 7 

students were entered to play after having a few training sessions during 

their Games lessons. Each of them demonstrated our schools core values 

perfectly throughout the day. Showing great determination to take part, ex-

cellent skills which led to strong results and each team member was very re-

spectful towards each other, the umpires and other teams.  

 

Well done to all our sports leaders and the year 7 team involved.  

 

 



 

 

 
 



 

Art@Clarendon                      Mrs Eyles 

 
 



 

 

 
 



 

Year 12 Geography—The Carbon Cycle  

 
 

We are currently looking at the carbon cycle, within which we are exploring the key concepts 

and possible resolutions in the current climate crisis. Shifts in the carbon budget are a conse-

quence of both natural and human factors, but it’s the human factors that  are leading to the 

enhanced greenhouse effect, and disrupting the natural carbon balance on earth. An exam-

ple is deforestation - this alone releases 1.5 billion tons of carbon a year, and the Amazon 

Rainforest, once a key carbon sink, has recently shifted to a carbon source. There are many 

consequences we face if we don’t actively limit our individual CO₂ emissions, including water 

scarcity and conflict, more frequent and intense tropical storms and more wildfires. 

To help lower the carbon footprint of the school, and to do our bit increasing the sequestra-

tion of carbon, we planted some trees! Trees are naturally an incredible carbon sink as they 

remove CO₂ from the atmosphere to photosynthesise. It means there’s a transfer of carbon 

from the atmosphere to the biosphere, so consequently reducing the amount of greenhouse 

gases in the atmosphere.  
Some amazing facts: 

• The restoration of all 

forests would capture 

2/3 of man-made car-

bon emissions 

• Mature trees can ab-

sorb around 50 

pounds of carbon a 

year 

• Every year, the burn-

ing of trees releases 

approximately 30% of 

all carbon emissions 

Not only does planting trees 

have a positive effect on the 

carbon cycle, but it also has a 

positive effect on the 

school—these trees will 

make a great addition to the 

forest school area! 

Year 12 Geography—Holly S 



 

Year 10 Health and Social Care           Miss Fox

 

 This term in health and social care the year 10 students are 

studying creative activities. This involves them learning about 

the seven different types of creative activities for children and 

young people, adults and older adults. The year 10 students 

have loved creating lots of different  tasks from POM POM mak-

ing to making their own playdough. 

  This then culminates with the students selecting a creative ac-

tivity and planning their own task to lead to a small group of chil-

dren at Busy Bees Pre School in Southwick in the summer term. 

   The pictures below are from a creative activity for imagination. 

Students had to use role play to create a story using toilet rolls.  



 

 

 
 



 

Psychology        Miss Larby   

 

Year 12: 

Both groups are working really hard at the moment covering some interesting different topics; Research 

Methods in Sociology, Families and Households and Education. 

 

• Within the topic of family students are looking at the roles in households and if domestic labour is 

equally shared, some great insights from Alfie B, Lacey S and Jess H. 

• In Research Methods in Sociology students are discussing the different methods sociologists use to 

conduct their research, looking at some interesting examples of the use observations to measure 

football hooliganism and what happens when    sociologists infiltrate gangs. 

 

Year 13: 

• We are beginning revision for the final exams starting mid 

may! Students are working incredibly hard to achieve the 

best they can with some fantastic mock results! 

Sociology            Miss Larby         

 

Year 12: 

• This group have been looking at Attachment in psycholo-

gy and how we make, maintain and the impact of attachments 

in our lives. Some great discussions and elaboration on evalua-

tion from Gerda B, Scott D, Brodie H and Jorja W. 

 

 

Year 13: 

• We are beginning revision for the final exams starting mid may! Students are working incredibly 

hard to achieve the best they can with some fantastic mock results! 



 

Science                  Year 8 ambassadors         
  

On the behalf of the whole of Year 8, we would like to say a huge thank you to all the staff who made this trip pos-

sible and gave us the opportunity to experience the wonder-

All of the Year 8’s had such a diverse, intriguing and adven-

turous time at We the Curious - a fun and educational expe-

rience located in Bristol. The centre is full with over 250 in-

teractive exhibits to create the perfect environment for eve-

ry individual; displays cover two floors with a featured Plane-

tarium! 

Clarendon students thoroughly enjoyed the innovative and 

effective ideas they had to offer. Nothing failed to disappoint 

us, everything was so fun yet incredibly educational. While 

We the Curious was open to the public, this did not stop any 

individual from learning to their full extent. In addition to 

There were hundreds of different exhibits at We the Curious, but 

there were two that appeared to have stood out to the students. 

The, let’s say, ‘milkable’ cow was a hit amongst the Year 8’s and a 

great learning opportunity. The cow was so popular in fact, that it 

was rarely without a smiling Clarendon visitor: 

• ‘Milking the cow brought a fun and educational experience! 

I have the "UDDER-most" respect for farmers’ – Maya R 

• ‘Milking the cow was easily one of the best exhibits there’ – 

Blaze T 

Another favoured exhibit 

from We the Curious was the 

3D planetarium. The plane-

tarium took the students on 

an exhilarating journey 

throughout space, including 

visits such as to the Rings of 

Saturn and inside a meteor 

shower. 

 

‘I specifically enjoyed the 3D 

planetarium experience as the illustrations of 

space were educational as well as fun. Being 

able to travel beyond our world and dive into 

the depths of our solar system was a fantastic 

experience and I would surely go again!’ – Jem S 

 

Quotes from the Year 8’s themselves!: 

 

‘I enjoyed talking to people I usually don't. I liked 

watching the 3D show’ - Kizzy R 

‘I really enjoyed the hamster wheel and making a marble run upstairs’ - 

Jessica B 

 ‘I really enjoyed our trip to We the Curious, there were so many things to 

look at and interact with and a lot of good places to have fun with my 

friends. I would definitely go again.’ – Evie B 

The whole trip was really enjoyable and it was a good laugh. I loved all the 

parts when there was a lot of colour because they were really bright and 



 

Geography                                    Mr Williams         

 

Y10 Geographers have been learning how, why and where tropical storms form in their last 
few lessons. Students have produced excellent “Hurricane Mocktails” with an ingredients list 
that replicates those needed for the formation of tropical storms as well as locations where 
they can be drunk. Excellent work as always!  



 

 

 
 



 

LGBTQ+ Ambassador Report         Ella, Evan & Milo 

 

During March, Clarendon has been cele-

brating LGBTQ history month. Ally flags 

have been put up around the school, in 

classrooms and windows. As well as this, it 

has been a comfort to see a message of 

acceptance and support in the careers op-

portunities emails for the upper years. 

 

For example, in a KS4 English lesson, there 

was a mention of the history of the word 

‘gay’. This was a great start to normalising 

inclusivity within the classrooms and, as 

queer students, we were happy to see the 

school taking steps in the right direction.  

 

KS3 have also been understanding vocabu-

lary around LGBTQ+ words better, such as 

‘asexual, transgender, aromatic and many 

more’ 

 

We look forward to continue seeing this 

kind of positive approach to the LGBTQ 

community that Clarendon has. 



 

BELIEFS & VALUES                     MR H. SMITH   

 

YEAR 7 

Our year 7 students are in various places in our curriculum. Most of our students have been 

exploring what it means to live a healthy lifestyle, exploring exercise, diet, hygiene and puber-

ty. Alongside this, we have also been exploring safety on the roads, at home and online. Some 

groups will have started looking at Jewish and Buddhist beliefs over the last couple of weeks. 

Judaism is the first of the Abrahamic Religions, which Christianity built on that started and was 

extended by Jesus’ teachings and later, Muhammad received a message from Allah saying that 

people had got the message wrong and Islam was founded. 

YEAR 8 

Our year 8 students are also in a number of places through the curriculum, some students are 

exploring Hindi beliefs, a religion that worships one god but in many forms, each form repre-

senting a different characteristic of Brahman. Other students are exploring a variety of topics 

that help our students stay safe and think about gang culture, being safe online and drugs, 

alongside a wide variety of other things. 

YEAR 9 

Our year 9 students have been exploring different ethical situations and thinking about how 

they will respond in those situations as well as discussing how differing religious groups might 

act. They have also been exploring future careers, thinking about their upcoming options. 

Most of our students have started exploring sex education, thinking about healthy and un-

healthy relationships, the use of contraception and the consequences of not using contracep-

tion and the effects of pornography on individuals and their relationships with others. 

YEAR 10 

Our year 10 students are finishing a topic on Sex and Relationships, where they have explored 

unhealthy relationships, parenting skills, adoption & fostering as well as sexual harassment 

and LGBT+ individuals and communities. Most groups have started thinking about how religion 

affects society, looking at the media, science, politics and extremism. 

Year 11 

Our year 11s have explored Life Challenges, including, cancer, autism, cardiovascular disease, 

and Downes Syndrome. We have now moved on to exploring Unhealthy Lifestyles from drugs 

and alcohol to gambling and debt. 

If you have any questions or want more information about what we have been studying or the 

curriculum as a whole, please contact Mr Smith (Head of Beliefs & Values) 

hos@clarendonacademy.com 

mailto:hos@clarendonacademy.com?subject=BV%20-%20Newsletter


 

 

 

Explore some Green 

Jobs with CareerPilot 

YEAR 9 Options 

Our year 9 students will be making their GCSE options soon. Mr Smith, our in-school Careers 

Advisor, will be working with the year 9s in small groups to look at their options in advance of 

the deadline. 

YEAR 11 & 13s 

All of our year 11 and 13 students have been busy making applications for Sixth Forms, Col-

leges, Apprenticeships and Universities, and some are applying directly for jobs. If you or 

your child are still unsure about what is next for them, please email Mr H Smith 

(hos@clarendonacademy.com). 

Year 9 Options                       Mr Smith  

mailto:hos@clarendonacademy.com?subject=Careers


 

Personal Development          Mr Smith  

 

At The Clarendon Academy, we are re-branding our RSE (Relationship & 

Sex Education), PSHE (Physical, Social, Health & Economy), Careers , Citi-

zenship and Religious Education under one title; Personal Development. 

Students will still have what is currently called “Beliefs and Values” les-

sons, years 7-9 have this three times a fortnight and years 10-11, once a 

fortnight. We also use Tutor Time and assemblies to support the work in 

lessons so that all students have a broad curriculum that helps to build a 

whole person. 

This term we have been cele-

brating the LGBT+ community.  

Part of this month has been a fo-

cus on the idea that using the 

phrase “that’s so gay” is using the term “gay” in a derogative way and that 

this can be hurtful for our young people in our community. A number of 

our students are hurt by these comments and we don’t want this to con-

tinue. We have been exploring and celebrating different members of the 

LGBT+ community both past a present in lessons and the tutor pro-

gramme. 

Our students are facing a lot of new areas in society that can be unsafe 

for them, at the end of this term, we used the tutor programme to re-

mind the students of staying safe online, particularly in relation to sexting 

and sending nudes. I have created an advice and support sheet for par-

ents and carers which was sent out last week. If you would like further 

support or advice please do contact hos@clarendonacademy.com or your 

child's Head of House. 



 

Getting to know year 7 better     Mrs H Smith 

 
 

I am really lucky as Head of Falcon House to 

have such a cheerful, hard working and kind 

group of Year 7 students.  They have im-

pressed me from day one in September and I 

know they are going to go on to do very well 

at Clarendon Academy, both in and out of the 

classroom. 

Teaching them once a fortnight in our 

‘Learning to learn’ lessons has given me the 

chance to learn a little about them as individ-

uals.   We discuss all sorts of topics and I find 

their ideas thoughtful and varied. 

Recently I decided it was time I knew more 

about the pets they all have and are so 

knowledgeable about.  Having never had a 

pet myself it was a very steep learning curve 

Bella 



 

 Eagle House                                    Mr Harford         
What a fantastic term it has been for our wonderful Eagles. Our year 7 and 8 students have had their 

first taste of Clarendon’s Swim Gala, pupils of all ages have accrued so many points in lessons that 

Mr Jones cant dish out Bronze lions fast enough. Furthermore, our Year 11 Eagles have successfully 

got through a very daunting fortnight of GCSE mocks.  

 

I want to take this opportunity to thank all Eagle students for their fortitude and dedication to school 

over the last term. Your tutors absolutely adore you and are very proud of your efforts. Please take 

this holiday as an opportunity to relax in preparation for our spring/summer terms. 

Overall Points 

SSE 
LGH 

CMR 



 



 

Parent Information 

Do you know what your child is 

doing online? 

If you have any concerns about your 

child’s internet activities or would like       

advice on how to check their online      

safety, The link below will take you to the 

CEOPS site, which provides advice and 

guidance for parents, as well as tips about 

how to keep your child safe online: 

https://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/parents/

Secondary/ There is also a link to this site 

from the Student page of the Clarendon 

website. 

You can also find information at http://

www.ceop.police.uk/safety-centre/ 

If you have concerns about your child's 

online welfare please contact their ICT 

teacher or house team. 

__________________________________________ 

 

Can We Contact You In An 

Emergency? 

Do we have your correct address,            
telephone number and email address? 

Could you please ensure you inform us of 
any change of  address, telephone number 
or email address by emailing   

general@clarendonacademy.com 

In Touch 

If you would prefer to receive any     

correspondence from the school via 

email, please  email                                                         

general@clarendonacademy.com with 

your son/daughter’s name, tutor group 

and your preferred email address. 

_____________________________________ 

Academy Medical         

Services 

The Academy has a dedicated First Aider,  
based in the Welfare Hub in the DT Block 
who is supported by a team of First Aiders 
who will be called in the  event of an        
accident. 

If a student falls ill whilst in school they 
should firstly report to the Welfare Hub in 
the DT Block where a decision will be made 
as to whether they should go home or     
return to lessons.  Students are not to      
contact home.  If a decision is made for the 
student to go home contact will be made 
via the Welfare Hub. 

If medication is needed during the day a 
named box with a completed permission 
slip should be given to Reception, students 
should report to the Welfare Hub at the   
appropriate time to receive their           
medication. 

The school nursing service runs a             
confidential drop in session each Tuesday 
lunchtime in the Physio Room which is next 
to the Welfare Hub. 

 

 

https://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/parents/Secondary/
https://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/parents/Secondary/
http://www.ceop.police.uk/safety-centre/
http://www.ceop.police.uk/safety-centre/


 

Parent Information 

School nurse messaging service  

Information for staff, parents and governors  

Virgin Care has recently launched a new way for 

young people across Wiltshire to get advice and 

support about health related  issues. Chat Health 

is an award-winning school nurse messaging     

service for young people aged 11-19 years, 

available Monday to Friday from 9am to 4pm 

(automatic bounce-backs   respond to incoming       

messages out of hours). The aim is to further      

improve access to healthcare for young people 

and to continue improving the quality and safety 

of the service. Young people have helped        

develop the promotional material which we are 

using to advertise the service in our school.  

The text number for is 07480 635513  

 

Information for Students  

There’s a new number for texting a school nurse 

from your mobile phone. The school nurse       

messaging service is confidential and available 

Monday to Friday from 9am to 4pm. You can 

message the service for advice on all kinds of 

health issues, like sexual health, emotional health 

and wellbeing, bullying, healthy eating and any 

general health concerns.  

Look out for the coloured posters around school.  

The text number for is 07480 635513  

In addition there is a School Nurse Drop in Service every week in C1.  Look out for the          

Information Poster 



 

Safeguarding -  Advice for Parents 

 

The NSPCC offer a wide range of resources to help parents,   

carers and others members of the community, to ensure that 

they are able to meet their safeguarding responsibilities: 

 

NSPCC Helpline – Parents, carers and members of the public 

can contact the NSPCC helpline whenever they’re worried about a child by calling 0808 800 

5000, emailing help@nspcc.org.uk, texting 88858* or contacting us online at             

nspcc.org.uk/ helpline. The helpline is free, available 24/7 and calls can be made anonymously. 

This service can also be used for general advice and guidance. 

Need-to-Know Guides - Further information on a range of issues can be accessed through a   

series of guides. These include leaving children home alone, holding babies safely, and spotting 

signs of abuse and neglect. 
 

www.nspcc.org.uk/leaflets 

ShareAware: The internet is a great place for children to be and ShareAware makes it safer.       

ShareAware provides straightforward, no-nonsense advice to help untangle the web and             

empowers parents and carers to have conversations with their children about staying safe 

online and through social media. 
 

https://www.nspcc.org.uk/preventing-abuse/keeping-children-safe/share-aware/ 

NetAware: Net Aware is an online tool that informs parents about the social networks, apps and 

games that children might be using. We looked at the frequency of inappropriate content, how 

robust and easy to find the privacy settings are, and why children like using the sites. We         

regularly update Net Aware with new apps, and parents can sign up to Net Aware newsletters 

to keep up with digital trends. 
 

www.net-aware.org.uk 

NSPCC/O2 Online Safety Helpline: This helpline provides practical, technical advice including       

parental controls on electronic devices, adjusting privacy settings, understanding social          

networks, and information about online gaming. 0808 800 5002 

 

Mr Nolan                                                                                                                                                   

Assistant Headteacher 

 

http://www.nspcc.org.uk/leaflets
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/preventing-abuse/keeping-children-safe/share-aware/
http://www.net-aware.org.uk


 

Safeguarding - Snapchat 

Snapchat - Snap Map Feature  

 

Snapchat have released an update for their service called Snap Map. It allows sharing of your     

location while using the app and is therefore a potential threat to your children’s safety if the       

correct precautions are not taken. Depending on the settings, the new feature means that in theory 

anyone in the world would be able to find out the location of people using the app at that           

moment. They may also be able to search for places such as schools and see pictures and  videos 

posted by children inside. People with malicious intent would then be able to locate the user,        

increasing their exposure to a risky encounter. You may have seen an article in the BBC News about 

this issue. This offers a helpful explanation. http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/technology-40382876  
 

It would seem that the main danger would come from children adding people they have never 

met as ‘friends’ to their Snapchat persona.  
 

Please note once this service is enabled it cannot be disabled. You can only ‘hide’ yourself using 

something called ‘Ghost Mode.’  
 

We would advise parents to monitor their children while using this service and to remind children of 

the importance of not interacting with people whose identify they cannot verify whilst online. If you 

or your child are not happy we would further advise that you remove the feature using one of the 

methods listed below.  
 

If you have any concerns or wish to discuss this information with anyone, please do not hesitate to 

contact the academy. If you are concerned about any activity on your child’s Snapchat account, 

please discuss this with your child and report this to the Child Exploitation and Online Protection 

Command (CEOP) via the website: https://ceop.police.uk/safety-centre/ CEOP also has some     

fantastic information about online safety.  
 
 

How to switch off Snap Map location sharing  

•  When in photo-taking mode, pinch the screen to open Snap Map  

•   Touch the settings cog in the top right corner of the screen  

•   Tap "Ghost Mode" to switch off location sharing  

•   Photos and videos posted to Snapchat's public 'Our Story' will still be discoverable on the map  

To be certain that your location is never being shared you can turn off location sharing on your 

phone rather than with in the app. 
   

 

How to turn off Location Services for iOS devices  

•   Open Settings  

•   Select Privacy  

•   Select Location Services  

•   Find Snapchat  

•   Switch to Never  

The same thing can be achieved by altering the app settings also found in the Settings app. 
 
 

 How to turn off location sharing for an Android  devices  

• Open Settings 

• Select  Apps 

• Find Snapchat 

• Select Permissions 

• Switch the Location toggle to off 

•  
 

It is advisable to turn off all location services on social media including Instagram and Facebook 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/technology-40382876
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