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Our Curriculum Intent and Implementation 

 

To be read in numbered order: 

1) Year 6 Curriculum   2) Deficits on Entry (to overcome) 
At Clarendon, we acknowledge the great 
work done at Key Stage Two and endeavour 
to learn lots more about it through regular 
work and visits to our primary feeder 
schools. We know that a focus on reading, 
writing and numeracy is paramount at this 
stage of education. We see the benefits of 
this in many of our students coming to us in 
Year 7. We also see there is a growing 
understanding of French amongst our 
students and an appreciation of basic 
Science principles. Subjects like Geography 
and History are also developed to a 
foundation level and students come with 
some substantive knowledge of the world 
around them. Sport and PE have been 
enjoyed by the students as well as 
opportunities to do Performing Arts and 
Design Technology.  
Several schools in our catchment follow 
Philosophy for Children as a way to 
understand Religious Studies.  
 

 However, as a fully comprehensive school which takes students from 
up to 15 different feeder schools, we regularly see a wide range in 
terms of what students know (substantive knowledge) and what they 
can do (disciplinary knowledge). We have certain deficits that we must 
overcome with our students on entry. Primary feeder schools from 
which at least 2 pupils join us include Bellefield, Castle Mead, Holbrook, 
Newtown, North Bradley, Longmeadow, Paxcroft, Southwick, St. 
George’s, St. Mary’s, Staverton, Studley Green, Grove, The Mead and 
Walwayne Court. 
 
27.8% of our current Year 7 students are classified as disadvantaged 
and are either currently receiving free school meals or have done so 
within the last 6 years. This comes as a challenge, as for these students 
they annually arrive at Clarendon as the group who have 
underperformed most at primary school and are most at risk of 
continuing that underperformance at secondary school. 
40% of our current Year 7 students had a reading age below their 
chronological age at the start of the academic year. This figure is 19% 
for spelling. For this group of students their vocabulary is limited and 
they are not in the habit of reading regularly (both independently, or 
with help). Students have varying ability and deficits in terms of 
punctuation and grammar. Many make basic errors.  
Numeracy skills for 25% of our students are also below expected 
standard.  
We acknowledge that lots of our students arrive having permanently or 
temporarily forgotten things they have learnt in Year 6.  
In all foundation subjects, we find that students come to us with 
substantive knowledge, but are weaker in terms of disciplinary 
knowledge. They know lots of facts, but don’t arrive as Historians, or 
Geographers etc. It is our role to turn them into these.  
 
Helping students catch up: 
We acknowledge the damaging effect absence has on a student’s 
progress. Whether this absence is due to Covid related causes or for 
other reasons, it has a worrying impact: particularly for our most 
disadvantaged students. 
For these reasons, we have attempted the following to help students 
catch up and fill gaps in their learning.  
School level: 
We extend tutor period twice a week from 25 minutes to 50 minutes. 
We use this extended time for students in Year 7 to catch up on 
important English and Maths learning that they may have missed 
through absence.  
 
Subject Level 
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The curriculum is carefully sequenced with regular revisiting of 
previous learning. Lots of retrieval practice takes place too. One in 
every 6 lessons has a longer retrieval session, going over all learning for 
that term so far, as well as work done earlier in the year.  
Subject Leaders highlight the most important lessons in a term. These 
are the essential parts of learning that really cannot be missed. Time is 
built into the end of the unit for students who have missed this learning 
to be taught it, before they attempt the assessment. 
Teacher/Tutor Level  
Regular low stakes quizzing 
Ensuring retrieval work is regular and meaningful  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

3) Curriculum Intent: Year 7  4) Implementation:  becoming competent (and 
Year 8 ready) 

Therefore, our Year 7 curriculum is about 
making students at least competent in all 
subject areas.  
 
 
Our curriculum has a strong focus on 
literacy and numeracy (both within English, 
maths and with a focus on the whole 
curriculum).  
 
Students are placed in broad-banded sets 
by the end of term 2 in Year 7. This setting 
will be based on entry data, CAT tests, 
reading and spelling ages, and internal 
assessments.  
 
Students will be placed into one of 3 sets in 
the core subjects. Those in Set 3 are likely to 
have more deficits from KS2 to overcome 
and will need to revisit learning from Year 6 
to ensure that knowledge is hard-baked, as 
well as learning the Year 7 curriculum. 
Students in the Set 1 are likely to have 
retained more of this knowledge and be 
further along the track to becoming 
competent in that area. These students will 
need to be developed more quickly.  

 So,  
Students will be threshold tested on entry via CAT tests. Alongside the 
entry data we receive from Primary Schools, we conduct NGRT Reading 
and Spelling Tests. This collection of data allows us to determine which 
students have the greatest deficits in their core knowledge. These 
students will have access to our smaller Set 3 classes; and for those with 
most need, the Learning Centre from term one onwards. Here, they will 
be given small group literacy and numeracy intervention to allow them 
to catch up and then keep up.  
At any point in the year, if internal assessments show a student is not 
likely to meet the following Year 7 Benchmarks, they will access the 
Learning Centre for literacy/numeracy support.  
 
By the end of Year 7 
All students should at least be able to form simple, compound and 
complex sentences. All students to be able to use a comma accurately.  
All students should be able to competently spell the KS3 subject specific 
words with support from a glossary of words inside their exercise books 
in all subjects. Students are taught these words and their definitions via 
their Literacy Lessons, and via our “Vocabulary in 20” sessions which 
take place in most of their subjects. 
All students should have read 5 reading-age appropriate books by the 
end of Year 7 – via Tutor Time Reading, The English Curriculum, Reading 
Literacy Lessons, and access to the school library.  
 
All students to be fluent in basic numeracy and statistics and to have 
overcome any deficits from KS2.  
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All students to develop their mathematical and statistical literacy 
through a broad KS3 curriculum encompassing both mathematics and 
statistics units of work. 
Clear links across the curriculum are made between this statistical 
learning in maths lessons and science, geography and DT 

• Data cycle (forming and testing hypotheses)  

• Presenting data (charts, and graphs)  

• Analysing data (averages and calculations) 

• Probability (calculating the likelihood of possible outcomes) 
 
 
 
All other subjects will build on disciplinary knowledge across Year 7. The 
focus is on creating (Mathematicians, Scientists, Geographers etc.) As 
the cumulative curriculum builds across the year, so the assessments 
students do will test them on the knowledge in a systematic way, 
building to a synoptic test at the end of the year. All subjects will have 
clear benchmarks for Year 7 and will teach these across the year.  
 
All students to be at least competent in these areas by the end of Year 
7 (competent means: meeting at least the criteria for being grade 3 
ready on the KS3 Assessment Grid). Many will be significantly above 
this. Those who do not meet this Benchmark across the board will be 
given specific literacy/numeracy intervention in Year 8 via the Learning 
Centre.  
 
 “Developing the whole child”  
All students will have access to an enriching curriculum, that includes:  

• Forest School 

• Year 7 Camp  

• Trips to widen horizons  

• Spelling / Glossaries 

• Healthy lifestyles 

• PE 

• BV/PSHE – understanding healthy and unhealthy relationships, 
personal health and hygiene.  

• CIAG 

• PA 
 
 
 
Helping students catch up: 
We acknowledge the damaging effect absence has on a student’s 
progress. Whether this absence is due to Covid related causes or for 
other reasons, it has a worrying impact: particularly for our most 
disadvantaged students. 
For these reasons, we have attempted the following to help students 
catch up and fill gaps in their learning.  
School level: 
We extend tutor period twice a week from 25 minutes to 50 minutes. 
We use this extended time for students in Year 8 to catch up on 
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important English and Maths learning that they may have missed 
through absence.  
 
Subject Level 
The curriculum is carefully sequenced with regular revisiting of 
previous learning. Lots of retrieval practice takes place too. One in 
every 6 lessons has a longer retrieval session, going over all learning for 
that term so far, as well as work done earlier in the year.  
Subject Leaders highlight the most important lessons in a term. These 
are the essential parts of learning that really cannot be missed. Time is 
built into the end of the unit for students who have missed this learning 
to be taught it, before they attempt the assessment. 
Teacher/Tutor Level  
Regular low stakes quizzing 
Ensuring retrieval work is regular and meaningful. 
 
 
 

Curriculum Intent: Year 8  Implementation:  becoming confident (and Year 9 
ready) 

Year 8 will develop these skills further and 
add in more challenge. 
 
Students not meeting the Year 7 
Benchmark will be given extra support and 
intervention via our Learning Centre.  
 
For those meeting or exceeding the 
Benchmarks, the Year 8 Curriculum will 
continue to embed the benchmarks from 
Year 7, but build and challenge further.  
 
 

 So, we consolidate Year 7 Benchmarks, plus: 
All students to be able to use more complex punctuation (semi colons, 
colons, brackets, apostrophes) 
All students to be able to confidently spell the KS3 subject specific 
words with support from a glossary of words inside their exercise 
books in all subjects. All students to know the key terminology in each 
subject and to have accurate spelling of these words in their books. All 
students to be regularly using these words in their books and spell 
them accurately.  
 
All students to have read at least 5 age-appropriate books. 
 
Numeracy and statistics will continue to develop students’ confidence 
in these area, focusing on cross curricular work.  
 
In all other subjects, students will be taught the discipline of becoming 
confident in those areas.  
All subject will build on disciplinary knowledge across Year 8. The 
focus is on creating confident (Mathematicians, Scientists, 
Geographers etc.) As the cumulative curriculum builds across the year, 
so the assessments students will do will test them on the knowledge 
in a systematic way, building to a synoptic test at the end of the year. 
All subjects will have clear benchmarks for Year 9 and will teach these 
across the year.  
All students to be at least securely at level 4 (confident) 

Students to continue their enrichment. See document below.  
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Curriculum Intent: Year 9  Implementation: becoming detailed, accurate (and 
GCSE ready) 

Therefore, in Year 9 students will push on 
to become detailed and accurate in their 
knowledge. The aim of Year 9 is to ensure 
all students are Key Stage 4 Ready.  
 
In maths, students will learn statistics. A 
challenging addition to their maths 
curriculum and a great feeder into GCSE 
maths. It helps to broaden their 
mathematical understanding and pushes 
hard. 
 
Students in other subjects will undergo a 
foundation year where they will be looking 
to fully embed all learning from Years 7 
and 8 and develop further the disciplinary 
knowledge required to cope with GCSE.  
 
 
 
 
 

 So, we consolidate Years 7 and 8 Benchmarks, plus:  
 
All students to be able to form simple, compound and complex 
sentences. All students to be able to use a comma accurately. All 
students to be able to use more complex punctuation (semi colons, 
colons, brackets, apostrophes). All students to be able to use 
punctuation for effect. They should be detailed and accurate and be 
able to articulate why and how they have used their punctuation.  
All students to be able to spell the functional words used in the 
English language. All students to be able to use and spell more 
sophisticated vocabulary.  
All students to have read at least 5 age-appropriate books. 
All students to know the key terminology in each subject and to have 
accurate spelling of these words in their books. All students to be 
regularly using these words in their books and spell them accurately. 
All students to be detailed and accurate in their subject vocabulary to 
GCSE standard.  
In all other subjects, students will be taught the discipline of becoming 
confident in that areas. All students to be accurate and detailed to 
GCSE standard.  
 
Numeracy and statistics will continue to develop students’ detail and 
accuracy in these area, focusing on cross curricular work.  
 
All subject will build on disciplinary knowledge across Year 9. The 
focus is on creating detailed and accurate (Mathematicians, Scientists, 
Geographers etc.) As the cumulative curriculum builds across the year, 
so the assessments students will do will test them on the knowledge 
in a systematic way, building to a synoptic test at the end of the year. 
All subjects will have clear benchmarks for GCSE and will teach these 
across the year.  
All students to be at least securely at level 5 (detailed and accurate). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


