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INTRODUCTION

This booklet introduces students and parents to the subject choices which will be 

available for Year 10, starting in September 2021, and the process of making those 

choices.

We believe that students are likely to be more successful if they focus on the 

subjects that interest them most, while this arrangement also means that they have 

more time to develop the knowledge, skills and understanding in those subjects 

which brings the highest possible achievement. All students study a core of 

subjects, including English Language, English Literature, Maths (and Statistics), 

Science, PE, Games and Beliefs & Values, with PE, Games and Beliefs & Values 

being non-examined subjects. In addition, students will choose four other courses 

from a wide range of academic, creative and vocational courses.

We have designed our curriculum so that there is a good deal of choice for 

students but also so that their studies are balanced. They also meet government 

set conditions for the study of particular subjects.

It is important to stress that students, supported by parents and other adults, are 

indicating their preferences at this stage. In most cases, these preferences will be 

wholly suitable but occasionally we may advise students to make changes to these 

preferences. This will of course be in consultation with parents. Moreover, we 

cannot guarantee every student will be able to do all of their first choice subjects. 

This may be due to ever too few or too many students selecting a subject. 

Therefore all students are required to select 4 reserve choices alongside their first 

choices. 

Unfortunately it is not possible to make every possible combination of subjects 

available. Subjects will be placed in 4 blocks, with students having to choose a first 

and reserve choice from each block. Blocks will contain at least 6 subjects, so most 

combinations will be possible.

The blocks and form for students to complete with their choices will be made 

available during the first week in March.

Making the right options choices is a very important decision, as good 

qualifications open up a world of opportunity. I hope that this booklet will help 

students to think through the process clearly and objectively and that it provides all 

the information that parents need to support their children in making their choices.

If you require any further information, please do not hesitate to contact us about 

this process or subject leaders with subject specific queries.

Mr C. Turze

Deputy Headteacher

INTRODUCTION
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Advice to students 

o Consider your future career ambitions. Clearly some subjects fit very well 

with future careers. However, do not think that it is essential that all of your 

choices fit perfectly with your preferred career – a lot can change over 

two years. If in doubt, talk to a member of staff.

o Do not be influenced by which subjects your friends are taking – there is 

no guarantee you will be in their class anyway. These have to be the 

choices that are right for you and your future.

o Be honest with yourself about the kind of learning you can cope with. For 

some students, four traditional GCSEs may be too much written work 

while others will thrive on this kind of study.



o Assume you will get lots of homework in every subject. Do not avoid

subjects because you think there will be too much homework, or choose

others because you think there will be less.

o Start to think about what you may wish to study at Key Stage 5.

Obviously it will be an advantage if your Key Stage 4 choices link to

your Key Stage 5 choices.

o Choose subjects which you enjoy. You are far more likely to succeed in

subjects that you are genuinely interested in, and where the style of

teaching and learning seems to suit you.

o Go with your strengths. If you know that you are talented in a subject, then

it is likely to be one where you will gain good grades.

PROCESSPROCESS
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CORE subjects
The following subjects are part of our Core curriculum. All students study these

subjects, although different students will study different specific courses

depending on their ability and options.

6



Paper 1 Exam Paper 2 Exam

English 

Language

Explorations in Creative Reading and 

Writing

Section A: Reading (Answer questions 

on one literature fiction text)

Section B: Writing (descriptive or 

narrative writing)

Written exam: 1 hour 45 minutes

80 marks

50% of GCSE

Writers’ Viewpoints and Perspectives 

Section A: Reading (Answer questions on one 

non-fiction text and one literary non- fiction 

text)

Section B: Writing (writing to present a 

viewpoint)

Written exam: 1 hour 45 minutes

80 marks

50% of GCSE

Students must also complete (and be assessed on) speaking and listening work. 

This must be submitted to the exam board, but does not form part of their GCSE 

grade for English Language.

English

Literature

Shakespeare and the 19th

Century Novel

Section A: Shakespeare       Students will 

answer one question on Macbeth. 

Section B: The 19th Century      Novel.

Students will answer one question on A 

Christmas Carol.

Written exam: 1 hour 45 minutes

64 marks

40% of GCSE

Modern Texts and Poetry

Section A: Modern texts:

Students will answer one question on An 

Inspector Calls.

Section B: Poetry

Students will answer one question comparing 

two poems (studied beforehand) on the theme 

of relationships. 

Section C: Unseen Poetry

Students will answer one question on one 

unseen poem (one not studied beforehand) 

and a second question which compares this 

unseen poem with another unseen poem.

Written exam: 1 hour 45 minutes

96 marks

60% of GCSE

40% of GCSE 60% of GCSE

Parents can support students to succeed in English by:

 Ensuring that they are always equipped with a pen, dictionary and 

highlighters (for note- taking and exam practice).

 Regularly develop their reading comprehension skills by reading a range of 

genres (newspapers, online articles, novels, non-fiction texts). This will also 

broaden their own vocabulary range and help them to develop their own 

writing style.

 Purchasing copies of the texts studied for students to make their own notes 

in. Although the exams are ‘closed book’ (books are not taken in), these 

notes will support their revision, and practice exam essays. The academy 

will provide a copy of all books for students to use in lessons, but they will 

not be able to make notes in these.

 Completing all homework on time and to the best of their ability.

All students will study towards two GCSEs in

English: English Language and English

Literature. The AQA Specification will be

followed for both GCSEs and both subjects

are assessed through 100% exams (two

exams in each of the two subjects). The

exams are both single-tier entry (covering

grades 9-1).
Contact / Mrs Lambert
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From September the Faculty will be following 

the EDEXCEL Board’s Linear GCSE syllabus. 

There are two tiers of GCSE entry:

Tier Grades available

Higher 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9

Foundation 1, 2, 3, 4, 5

You will be assessed at regular intervals through the course and sit your GCSE exams in
June of year 11.

The final decision about your tier of entry is made in March of year 11 after 
mock exams. The course is broken down into the following topic areas as 
follows

 Statistics and Probability
 Number

 Algebra
 Geometry
 Ratio and proportion
 Problem solving

Final Assessment is by three 1 hour 30 minute papers.

One of the papers will be non-calculator, the other two papers will be 

calculator papers.  You will be taught in sets according to ability.

Contact / Miss Cripps
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From September you will study Statistics as part of your standard GCSE Maths lessons.

There is a big content overlap with the GCSE Mathematics course. Statistics GCSE helps

students develop a knowledge and understanding of statistical thinking and practise how

to use statistics in the real world. There are also links to other subjects including Science

and Geography, where students will practice and develop statistical techniques.

The Faculty will be following the EDEXCEL Board’s syllabus. There are two tiers of GCSE

entry:

Tier Grades available

Higher 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9

Foundation 1, 2, 3, 4, 5

You will be assessed at regular intervals through the course and sit your GCSE exams in

June of year 10.

The final decision about your tier of entry is made in March of year 10 after mock exams.

Final Assessment is by two 1 hour 30 minute papers.

Both papers will be calculator papers. 

Ways in which parents can help:

1. Please help by ensuring that students bring the correct equipment to
school. A calculator is essential. An inexpensive calculator can be
purchased through the school. Alternatively your child’s
Mathematics teacher can advise on the appropriate models.

2. Please encourage your child to ask for help when unsure.
3. Encourage your child to use mathematical online resources 

including those bought by the school.
4. Please get in touch with your child’s Mathematics teacher if you have 

concerns or worries.
5. Encourage your child to attend Maths surgeries, which take place

after school, if they have any concerns about their work.

Please encourage your child to stick to deadlines and keep the 
school informed if there is any reason why this cannot happen. 9



"Science and Technology permeate almost every aspect of daily life. Each

of us needs to be able to bring a scientific approach to bear on the

practical, social, economic and political issues of modern life." DfES

Statement

Science is a core subject in the National Curriculum. This means that every student must
follow a KS4 Science course at every school in the country.

Dependent on their pathway students will study either;

• AQA GCSE Combined Science Trilogy (2 GCSEs)
• AQA GCSE Separate Sciences (3 GCSEs)

Completion of both Combined Science Trilogy and Separate Science courses to a
sufficiently high standard prepares students to study any of the science courses at A level.

AQA GCSE Combined Science Trilogy
The course comprises units of Biology, Chemistry and Physics. The course is 100% assessed
through examination at the end of year 11 when students take two exams in each of the
three disciplines; Biology, Chemistry and Physics.

Ways in which parents can help:

1. Science is an exciting practical subject that students enjoy studying. Parents are
asked to encouraged students to take an interest in Science outside of school and
appreciate that Science is all around us at all time. Many students and families visit
zoos, wildlife sanctuaries and museums in their spare time, others choose to watch
programmes such as ‘Bang Goes the Theory’ and Science documentaries that
interest them or take an interest in new scientific discoveries that are reported in the
media.

2. Please help by ensuring that students bring the correct equipment to school. A 
calculator is essential. An inexpensive calculator can be purchased through the
school.

3. Please encourage your child to ask for help when unsure.
4. Encourage your child to use science online resources including those bought by the

school.
5. Please get in touch with your child’s science teacher if you have concerns or worries.

Contact / Mr Jones
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AQA GCSE Separate Sciences - GCSE Biology, GCSE Chemistry, GCSE Physics
Science teachers will identify the most able Scientists in the year group to study Separate
Sciences. They will be invited to select Separate Sciences as one of their 4 choices.

Students who study Separate Sciences will receive a separate grade for each of the
three sciences. The course is 100% assessed through examination at the end of year 11
when students take two exams in each of the three disciplines; Biology, Chemistry and
Physics.



Within Beliefs and Values, we prepare all students for life beyond Clarendon. In Beliefs and 
Values we are learning and engaging in topics which will help to build a whole person. In a 
time when culture is changing and neighbourhoods become a greater mix of religions and 
cultures, we need to better understand and respect those who believe differently to us. We 
also need to use what we learn about other people’s beliefs and views to understand our 
own, unique beliefs and values (hence the title of the subject). Alongside this, Beliefs and 
Values also looks at who we are, our health both mental and physical as well as how we fit 
into society and where we see ourselves going.

What will you study?

Personal, Social and Health Education: students will cover important topics such

as Relationships, Drugs Education and Health including mental health.

Citizenship: students will look at key issues to do with being a member of the global

community from charity to voting.

Careers Information, Education and Guidance: in addition to careers lessons where

students will be able to research job prospects, there will be opportunities to create

a CV, look at financial capability and participate in ‘work related learning week’.

Religious Studies: students will look at key issues from a range of religious points of view

including racism, medical ethics and other contemporary moral issues.

How you will study?

 You will study topics in rotation so each term there will be a focus on Citizenship,

careers, PSHE and RS. By the end of the 2 years you will be fully prepared for your

next steps in life.

 You will typically spend six lessons studying each unit which will be self-

assessed based on your understanding of the topics.

Beliefs and Values is a non-examined but compulsory subject.

Contact / Mr Smith
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Physical Education continues in Years 9, 10 and 11 as a vital element of a

balanced education. It is a non-examination course.

The National Curriculum demands that all students will study at least two areas

of activity. One of these areas will be games and students will be taught:

- Different roles within competitive games.

- Techniques and skills.

- Tactics and strategies, relating these to their own strengths and weaknesses.

- Co-operating with team mates to achieve the best result.

- Rules or laws of the games.

Students will have an opportunity to choose between a number of games

activities in both winter and summer.

They will also choose from individual activities, such as gymnastics,

trampolining, athletics and swimming, looking specifically at their own skill

development.

Additionally, Year 10 and 11 will have a Games lesson once a week. The focus of 

these lessons are less about technical and tactical developments. Instead we focus 

on participation, intra school competition, leadership and social interaction. 

Students will follow a Sport Education programme where teamwork, coachability 

and mental strength are rewarded. The activity in which students will showcase 

these skills will change termly.

Contact / Miss Clune
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Art
Creative

iMedia Dance

Drama Geography

Health &

Social Care

OPTIONS subjectsOPTIONS

14

French &

German

History
Hospitality

& Catering

16 17 18

19 20 21

22 23 24



Music
Religious

Studies

Sport
Separate

Science

The following are our options subjects. Students will usually 

study four of these subjects. Students must express their 

preferences on their preferences form. Please bear in mind 

that different subjects are placed in different blocks for 

timetabling purposes, as indicated on the ‘Options 

preferences form’.
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Product

Design

Textiles

25 26 27

28 29

*

*Separate Science – Please refer to pg10



Qualification – GCSE Contact - Mrs Eyles

Why study this course?

 Interesting, challenging and

individual.

 A stepping stone into a 

vast range of career 

directions from fabric 

design to architecture, 

illustrator to model maker.

How is it assessed?

 60% of work is coursework, assessed from 

the start of year 9 until its final submission in 

the December of year 11. Themes are set 

by the teacher.

 40% is the terminal examination. Final 

themes are set by the exam board in 

January, with the final exam in late 

April/early May.

 All work is assessed internally and then 

externally.

Key areas of study…

 Technical and practical 

skills with a wide range of 

materials and resources.

 Linked artists, designers, 

cultures and creative 

people, and how these 

relate to your work.

 Following a set theme 

to successful 

conclusions.

How you will study…

 Sketchbooks are required for each of the 

elements studied; these demonstrate how 

you have developed the theme into your 

final pieces.

 Work is a mixture of directed and 

individual tasks as agreed with your teacher.

 Use of a digital camera and printing 

facilities.

A successful candidate will…

 Demonstrate commitment and be prepared to put in several extra hours of work 
each week.

 Work to a deadline.
 Have good personal organisation.
 Work with an increasing degree of independence as they work through the

course.
 Have relevant drawing skills.

Art
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Qualification – OCR Level 1/2 Cambridge 
National Certificate in Creative iMedia

Contact – Mr Paget

Why study this course?
 The Creative iMedia course 

introduces you to how the media 
and entertainment industry works 
and how to create professional 
projects.

 iMedia will give you the 
opportunity to develop a range 
of creative media skills. 

 It is for you If you are interested 
in being creative in the digital 
environment.

How is it assessed?
 There are three coursework units 

that make up 75% of the final grade 
and one Exam unit 25% of final
grade

 Each unit is worth 25% of the final
grade

Key areas of study…
 Creative iMedia consists of two 

mandatory units and two optional 
units.

 Mandatory Units we study are:
 Pre Production Skills; this is an 

externally set and marked exam 
 Creating Digital Graphics; this is a 

centre assessed task
 The optional units we study are:
 Storytelling with a comic strip, centre 

assessed.

How you will study…
 Develop your own interpretations 

from briefs and creating fit-for-
purpose creative media products 

 Learn how to use Digital Graphics 
software including Photoshop.

A successful candidate will…
 Have curiosity about the field of digital 

media.
 The desire to learn about an expanding 

sector of creative industries.
 Be able to meet deadlines

Further information…
 This course can lead 

on to a BTEC  in 
creative digital media 
and further courses 
and careers in the 
media

 ICT competence is 
desirable

Creative iMedia

17



Qualification - BTEC Level 1 / 2 in Performing Arts (Dance Specialism) Contact – Mrs Crane

Why study this course?

 You want to develop dance skills 
and technical ability

 You want to improve your teamwork 
and problem solving skills

 You enjoy being creative

 You have enjoyed doing Dance at 
KS3 or outside school

 You are interested in the Performing 
Arts industry

How is it assessed?

Three assessed units:

 Two Internally assessed units - focuses 
mainly on practical performance and 
supported with coursework.

 One Externally Assessed unit - Group 
choreography and performance based 
on a stimulus, filmed and sent to outside 
examiner.

Key areas of study…

 Dance techniques and styles.

 Different types of organization and 
production in the performing arts
industry.

 Job roles in the performing arts industry.

 Creating performances from 
different stimuli

 Evaluating your own work and 
that of others.

How you will study…

 Workshops based on dance styles 
and techniques.

 Research and analysis of the Performing 
Arts industry with focus on dance.

 Performing to a range of audiences 
outside the classroom.

 Looking at other people’s 
performances including the work of
professionals.

 You will keep a logbook of how your 
work develops and the work of others.

A successful candidate will…

 Take part in a wide variety of dance 
activities including performances 
beyond the classroom.

 See live dance performance in a 
variety of styles.

 Learn about the Performing Arts 
industry and how it operates.

Further information…

 This is a course based strongly on 
working with others – good attendance 
is essential.

 There is a strong element of self-
supported study – students should be 
prepared to work independently.

 Previous dance experience is NOT
essential.

Dance

18



Qualification – BTEC level 1 / 2 in Performing Arts (Drama specialism) 

Contact – Miss Ibbetson/Mrs Roach

Why study this course?
 No subject teaches you how to work well in a 

team quite like Drama.
 You will learn personal discipline
 In Drama you will be asked to improvise 

useful for taking initiative and adapting in 
your personal life and in the workplace.

 Drama stimulates you to be constantly
creative.

 Empathy is a really important life skill. This 
will improve the way you interact with 
people and is especially useful if you are 
considering a career in caring, teaching or 
social work.

 Analysing Drama productions allows you to 
develop your critical thinking skills.

 You will gain in confidence. You will be able 
to grow in confidence, develop your 
performance skills and overcome the fear of 
making mistakes in a fun, creative and 
supportive environment.

 You want to learn more about the 
Performing Arts Business

 You enjoyed Drama at KS3

Two units are internally-assessed, the third is 
externally assessed.
Three assessed units:

Two Internally assessed units - focuses 
mainly on practical performance and 
supported with coursework.

One Externally Assessed unit - Group 
performance based on a stimulus, filmed 
and sent to an external examiner.

Key areas of study…
❑ Drama techniques and strategies.
❑ Different types of organization and production 

in the performing arts industry.
❑ Job roles in the performing arts industry.
❑ Creating performances from different stimuli.
❑ Evaluating your own work and that of others.

How you will study…
❑ Workshops based on performance styles 

and techniques.
❑ Research and analysis of the Performing 

Arts industry with focus on drama.
❑ Performing to a range of audiences 

outside the classroom.
❑ Looking at other people’s performances 

including the work of professionals.
❑ You will keep a logbook of how your work 

develops and the work of others.
A successful candidate will…

 Take part in a wide variety of drama 
activities including performances beyond 
the classroom.

 Be interested in performance and/or 
production

 See live theatre.
 Learn about wider drama skills including 

lighting.

Further information…
You can do technical theatre for the final 
performance if you wish.
This is a course based strongly on working 
with others – good attendance is essential.
Previous experience is NOT essential.

Drama
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French & German

Qualification – GCSE Contact – Miss Gillard

Why study this course?

 Language learning is a lifelong skill that 

develops confidence, independence 

and an increased understanding of other 

cultures as well as our own.

 The ability to speak a second language

is an essential skill in the world of

commerce and industry today.

 A GCSE in a second language is often a 

minimum qualification requirement for 

entry to universities and some professions.

How is it assessed?

 You will be examined in each of the 

four key skill areas…Listening Speaking 

Reading Writing

Each skill represents 25% of your final grade and 
is assessed in Year 11.

Key areas of study…

 The course consists of three key themes:

 Theme 1: Identity and Culture.

 Theme 2: Local, national, international 

and global areas of interest.

 Theme 3: Current and future study 

and employment.

Each theme begins with a focus on describing 

your own life and views. The topic then widens 

to look at how the topic is seen in France or 

Germany.

How you will study…

 You will continue to develop your 

knowledge of vocabulary and improve 

your grammatical accuracy in exciting 

and fun lessons with supportive teachers.

 Weekly homework tasks designed to 

assess your progress.

 Alongside trips in the UK to promote 

cultural awareness, you will have the 

opportunity to visit either France or 

Germany during your GCSE course.

A successful candidate will…

 Have a desire to see the world 

and experience all that it offers.

 Enjoy working on your own, in pair 

and group activities.

 Be willing to push themselves at all times 
to be the best linguist they can be.

Further information…

 Reports suggest that the ability to offer a 

second language in any career raises not 

only your chance of getting the job but 

also your salary.

 A language GCSE is great when 

combined with Business Studies or a 

Humanities option.

20



Qualification – GCSE Contact – Mr Williams

Why study this course?

 Geography is an up-to-date, exciting 
subject that will teach you about 
different cultures around the world, the 
environment, and the future of the 
planet.

How is it assessed?

 Three exam papers in Year 11.

 Two field trips to contrasting environments
e.g. a coastal and urban environment. 
These are compulsory and will incur 

some cost to students.
Key areas of study…

 Hazardous Earth: The explosive power of
earthquakes, volcanoes, hurricanes and
the dynamics of climate change.

 Economic Development: The role of 

trade, aid and development in creating 
rich and poor communities around the 
world.

 Geography of the UK: The constantly 
changing river and coastal landscapes, 
migration and ageing populations.

 People and the environment: Tropical 
rainforests and consuming energy 
resources.

How you will study…

 Exciting and engaging classwork, 
developing knowledge and a 
range of geographic skills.

 Challenging but interesting homework 

tasks, allowing you to explore topics and 
issues that you find interesting.

 Fieldtrips in the UK and abroad that 
expose you to new environments and 
geographical processes.

A successful candidate will…

 Have an interest in the world around 
them.

 They will want to find out about people 
of different cultures; how life is different 
in countries and cities around the world; 
and how the environment operates.

Further information…

 Geography supports a wide range of 
career choices, from journalism and 
law to the armed forces and charity
work.

 It is fun, relevant and challenging.

 It is a ‘perfect partner’ with many other 
subjects, including History, Modern 
Foreign Languages and Business
Studies.

Geography
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Qualification – Cambridge Nationals OCR Levels 1 / 2 Contact – Miss Fox 

Why study this course?
 If you have aspirations to go into any of

the following careers, this qualification is
for you:

 Caring for vulnerable adults
 Supporting teenagers
 Working in a nursery or primary school
 Being a child minder
 Working in a hospital
 Working for ‘Children and Family Support 

services’ through Social Services
 ..and many other roles that involve 

working to support people

How is it assessed?
 One Exam unit 25% of final grade
 Three coursework units 75% of final grade

 Each unit is worth 25% of the final grade

 Production of a portfolio for each 
coursework unit which includes: written 
work, posters, presentations, promotions, 
photographs, observations, witness 
statements of Q&A for evidence and
more

Key areas of study…

 Essential values of care for individuals in 
care settings: this applies to care settings 
and educational settings

 Communicating and working with 
individuals in health, social care and early 
years settings: key understanding of 
communication techniques and practices

 Creative activities to support individuals in 
health, social care and early years 
settings

 Using basic first aid procedures  

How you will study…
 Exciting and engaging classwork, that 

is often experiential for a deep level of 
learning with reflection and levelled
tasks

 Challenging understanding and
pushing boundaries on previous
knowledge and personal values

 Continual links to vocational situations 
and real life case studies

 Research based homework tasks, 
allowing you to explore topics and issues 
that you find interesting along with 
levelled set tasks

 Work experience placement in either a 
health or early years setting.

A successful candidate will…

 Have an interest in society, health care or 
children’s care and education

 They will want to find out about how to 
support people to ensure they reach their 
full potential

 They want to make a difference to 
people

 They enjoy helping people and are good 
at problem solving

Further information…
 Health and social care is important for a 

wide range of career choices and 
covers working with people throughout 
their life span

 It is interesting, challenging 
and empowering.

 The ability to work independently 

for sustained periods of time is
important.

 ICT competence is desirable.

Health & Social Care
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Qualification – GCSE Contact – Mr Lawrence

History

23

Why study this course?
 To develop a knowledge and 

understanding of historical events and 
their impact on our world.

 To develop a range of skills essential 
for many careers such as developing 
an argument, making supported 
judgements and using evidence.

 As an essential stepping stone for a 
career in journalism, the media, law, 
archaeology, social work, research and 
many other careers.

How is it assessed?
 There are two exam papers, each on 

two of the four main topics.

 You are examined on your 
knowledge, your ability to explain the 
causes and importance of events and 
your ability to give your own 
judgements as well as assessing 
sources.

 We are given one topic on a historical 
site which we can prepare you for in 
depth.

Key areas of study…
 The Vietnam and Korean Wars

 The  Normans

 Medicine Through Time

 Nazi Germany

How you will study…
 There are a lot of issues to debate and 

some great stories to tell!

 You will be expected to give extended 
written answers although many of the 
questions require shorter responses.

 There is a wealth of excellent video 
footage and simulations so the using the 
media is a big part of what we do.

A successful candidate will…
 Be prepared for learning in all lessons 

and willing to work with others.

 Be inquisitive and prepared to try 
new approaches to learning.

 Be reliable in terms of completing work.

 Be willing to ask for help and support 
when the work is challenging.

 Be willing to take responsibility for their 
own learning at all times.

Further information
 We have the opportunity to go on 

some great trips – both nationally and 
internationally. We’d hope to offer trips 
to London and Germany as part of the 
course.

 Don’t be put off by the prospect of the 
written work – there’s a lot more to 
History than that!



Qualification – WJEC Level 1/2 Contact –Ms Strazzanti

Why study this course?
 Set in our newly refurbished food rooms, 

this course will help you to develop a 
wide range of practical skills beyond KS3, 
you will be preparing complex dishes 
and using different techniques

 It offers a broad introduction to the 
Hospitality and Catering industry, one of 
the largest employers offering a huge 
variety of jobs both nationally and
internationally.

 Precision and attention to detail 
when preparing and serving food 
so that it appeals to the customer

How is it assessed?
 Controlled Assessment (9 hours)

This is worth 60% of the total marks. You 
will be provided with a brief set by the 
exam board, and asked to produce a 
written report, an annotated time plan 
and produce a two course meal with side 
dishes in a timed practical exam.

Exam

 A 90 minute written exam worth 40% of 
the total marks, this examines the scope 
of the hospitality and catering industry, 
job roles and working conditions, food 
safety and hygiene, meeting the needs 
of the customer and proposing new 
ideas for Hospitality and Catering
outlets.

Key areas of study…

 Practical food lessons to build on skills 
from KS3, preparing and serving food

 The hospitality and catering industry,
the scope of the industry, working
conditions and meeting customer
needs

 Food safety and hygiene

 Nutrition and balancing meals and menus.

How you will study…
▪ In year 10 the main focus will be on covering 

the Unit 1 exam theory content ready to sit 
the external exam at the end of year 10.

▪ There will be between 1-2 practical sessions a 
fortnight to develop skills required for the Unit 
2 Controlled Assessment.

A successful candidate will…
 Develop a range of skills, personal 

qualities and attitudes essential for 
success in working life

 Be able to weigh and measure 
accurately as well as paying attention 
to recipes and preparation techniques 
to give a good quality outcome.

 Have an interest in the hospitality and 
catering industry and also food retail, 
food media, food education and the 
food manufacturing industry.

 Need to bring in ingredients for 
practical sessions as this is an 
essential part of the course.

Further information…
 Students should make sure they are able 

to bring in ingredients for practical lessons 
as developing practical skills through a 
range if dishes are an important part of 
the course.

 The lesson assignment is in proportion to 
the final marks which means that with 5 
lessons a fortnight there will be approx. 2 
practical lessons, 1 demonstration lesson 
and 2 theory lessons.

 Students may be asked to help prepare 
food for events and visits to further their 
experience in real life situations, the 
school will be responsible for funding 
these ingredients

Hospitality & Catering
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Qualification – BTEC Level 1 / 2 in Music Practice Contact – Mrs Roach

Why study this course?
 Because you want to develop your 

vocal or instrumental musical 
performance skills, or music production 
skills.

 Because you are keen to find out
about roles and organisations within
the music industry.

 Because you want to explore and 
develop the art of creating Music 
through ICT.

 Because you have enjoyed 
Music at KS3.

How is it assessed?
 There are three components which are 

assessed – 2 of these are coursework, 
and one is an externally assessed 
performance/production exam which 
takes place over a number of weeks.

 Component 1 looks at different genres of 
music over time

 Component 2 looks at the skills required 
to become an effective musician

 The final component is an externally 
marked exam is a practical exam – not a 
sit down written one. You have time in 
class to prepare for this.

Key areas of study…
 Solo and ensemble musical

performance.

 Music production techniques.

 Working in the music industry.

 Different genres of music and music 
theory.

How you will study…
 Taking part in practical workshops – both 

performance and production (though you 
can specialise in one if you prefer).

 Looking at and studying a wide 
range of musical genres.

 Improving your musical literacy and 
theory.

 Working as part of a group and 
through independent study.

A successful candidate will…
 Want to develop their love of 

musical performance on their 
chosen instrument/voice and/or 
specialise in music production.

 Be dedicated to improving via 
regular practice.

 Be able to meet deadlines.

 Work successfully as a member of a
group and as an individual.

Further information…
 You are strongly encouraged to start 

having lessons in your chosen 
instrument/voice if you are not already, 
though this is not a barrier to not taking 
the course.

 Having an open mind and be 
willing to try new things is 
essential. 

 This course will provide you with a 
number of different transferable 
skills you will need in later life and 
will genuinely support your studies 
in other subjects – see Mrs Roach’s 
leaflets on why Music is important! 



Qualification – GCSE Contact – Mrs Andrews

Why study this course?
 If you enjoy designing and making

things using wood, metal and plastic
and other construction materials.

 If you have imagination in solving day 
to day problems.

 If you would like to have a career using 
the practical skills learnt in this course.

 It helps develop clear and logical thinking 

- a useful quality for any career.

How is it assessed?
 Examination
 Core technical principles
 Specialist technical principles
 Designing and making principles
 Coursework – substantial design and 

make task.
 Assessment criteria:

Identifying and investigating 
design possibilities.

 Producing a design brief and
specification

 Generating design ideas

 Developing design ideas
 Realising design ideas
 Analysing and evaluating

Key areas of study…
 Experimental work with materials to find 

out their properties and composition.
 Looking at different design movements 

and their influences on current design
trends.

 Practical working with wood, metal 
and plastic.

 Develop designing skills and some use 
of Computer Aided Designing.

 Theory – understanding properties and 
characteristics of woods, metals and 
plastics and other construction
materials.

 Health & Safety and Environmental issues 
concerning materials and their
production.

 Developing usable products.

How you will study…
 By researching, presenting and 

having discussions on set topics.
 Where possible, go on visits to 

exhibitions and study examples of 
good design.

 Mainly through practical 
projects, developing skills 
and techniques.

 Through individual work and 
sometimes small group work.

 By completing research and homework.
 Use afterschool sessions to 

help with completion of 
practical projects.

A successful candidate will…
 Have confidence to use a variety 

of materials to produce quality
outcomes.

 Be able to plan and use their time 
effectively and become 
independent learners.

 Produce work to the best of their ability 
and be proud of their achievements.

 Enjoy their work, learn new skills 
and develop their existing 
practical skills.

 Understand and comply with all Health 
and Safety Requirements.

Further information…
 Costs will be incurred for materials 

used in the making of projects.
 Some additional afterschool

sessions will need to be attended,
especially during Year 11.

 A3 folders and an A4 binder will be 
needed to transport work between 
home and school.

 Revision guides and a text 
book are recommended
purchases.

Product Design
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Qualification – GCSE Contact – Mr Smith

Why study this course?
 RS is about ideas, ethics and problem 

solving but more importantly your
opinion!

 RS looks at modern issues and problems 
in society.

 In this subject you will look at issues 
which affect us all and develop a 
maturity which enables you to 
understand these issues in depth.

 It gives you the skills needed to succeed 
in life; working with others, presentation, 

discussion and evaluation. All the skills 
that lawyers, journalists and lots of other 
careers use every day.

How is it assessed?
 Two exams at the end of year 11.

 Students will complete two modules
one on Religion and Ethics the other
Religion Peace and Conflict.

 The exam papers may include short, 
open response and extended writing
questions.

 The paper will assess spelling, 
punctuation and grammar (SPaG).

Key areas of study…
 Matters of life and death.

 Marriage and Family life.

 Crime and punishment.

 War and Peace.

 Living a religious life.

 Introduction to Christianity and Islam.

How you will study…
 There are 8 units to study over the 

three years.
 Each unit has a number of different

topics.
 Some lessons will be based on current

affairs whilst others will look at Christian
and Muslim views.

 There will be opportunity to visit 
different places of worship and speak 
with people of different faiths.

 You will typically spend six weeks 
studying each unit which will be 
assessed in a variety of ways.

 During lessons you can expect to do
lots of group work, using films and
discussing what you think about these
issues.

A successful candidate will…

 Be able to question, discuss and debate.
 Be interested in the world around them.
 Go on to further study (A levels).
 Progress into careers where you need to 

know about people (i.e. police, 
education, social work, politics etc).

 Develop key skills.
 Become well informed citizens!

Further information…

 Parental support with homework is
essential.

 The course will require students to 
discuss lots of current affairs so 

watching the news, documentaries 
and discussing issues at home is
essential.

Religious Studies
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Qualification – LEVEL 2 BTEC Contact – Miss Clune

Why study this course?

 To understand how to train your 
body systems to perform to their
optimum.

 Develop literacy and extended writing
skills.

 Preparation for Level 3 Cambridge 
Technical in Sport and Physical  
Activity

How is it assessed?

 25% External Exam Fitness for sport 
and exercise.

 25% Internal Exam Practical 
Sports Performance.

 25% Training for personal fitness.

 25% The sports performer in action.

Key areas of study…

 Anatomy and Physiology – how the 
body works.

 Fitness testing and training.

 Motivation and mental preparation.

 Interpretation and analysis of data.

 Analysis of sports performance.

How you will study…

 In class through teacher input and 
self- supported study.

 Theory practical lessons designed to 
underpin theoretical aspects of the
course.

 At home or out of lessons on weekly 
set tasks.

 By joining a club to improve your 
own practical performance.

A successful candidate will…

 Demonstrate a “can do” attitude.

 Complete all tasks set, irrespective of
ability.

 Demonstrate good literacy skills.

 Perform at their best in all practical
lessons.

 Lead by example with respect to 

participation and good sporting
conduct.

Further information…

 Parental support with homework is
essential.

 Use the media to gain ideas 
and understand relevant
issues.

 The ability to work independently 
for sustained periods of time is
important.

 ICT competence is desirable.

Sport
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Qualification – GCSE Contact – Mrs Andrews

Why study this course?

 Interesting, challenging, individual 
and creative.

 Explorative and experimental.

 Practical based studies and theory.

A stepping stone into a vast array of creative 
and exciting careers; directions including 
Fashion and Textiles: fashion designer, clothing 
and textiles manufacturer, pattern designer 
and grader, textile artist, interior designer, 
fashion buyer, visual merchandiser, costume 
designer, fashion journalist, fashion illustrator or 
photographer, fashion stylist, fashion blogger.

How is it assessed?

 In year 9 students develop a range of 
design and technology and textiles 
practical and theory skills. Some study will 
be project based, students will produce an 
A5 sketch book of textiles techniques and 
will also study the core design and 
technology principles.

 In years 10 and 11:
 Students will continue to built on their design 

and technology and textiles knowledge 
through further project work and written 
theory.

 Unit 1: Written exam, assessed externally, is 
worth 50% of the overall GCSE. The final 
exam is 1 hour 30 minutes, based on 
general design and technology and 
textiles knowledge and is taken in
May/June.

 Unit 2: Non exam assessment, assessed 
internally and is worth 50% of the GCSE. 
Students create a portfolio design and 
make project to show research, 
planning, design development, testing 
and evaluation stages of the product 
they choose to make.

Key areas of study…

 Technical and practical skills with a wide 
range of materials and resources, 
including fabrics, components, decorative 
techniques, construction techniques, team 
work.

 Following a set theme to a series 
of successful conclusions.

 Studying core design and technology 
principles, design work, garment 
construction, decorative techniques, and 
range of designers.

How you will study…

 Students will undertake a range of projects 
to help them acquire the necessary 
practical skills and technical knowledge 
for the units.

 A sketch book is required for the study 
of practical techniques.

 An A3 folder for project work where 
students will collate portfolios of evidence 
to demonstrate how you have developed 
the themes, skills and technical 
knowledge into outcomes.

 Work is a mixture of directed and 
individual tasks as agreed with your
teacher.

A successful candidate will…

 Demonstrate commitment and be 
prepared to put in extra hours of work each 
week.

 Work to a deadline.

 Have good personal organisation.

 Work with an increasing degree of 
independence as they work through the 
course.

Further information…

 Some costs will be incurred for an A5 
sketchbook, A3 individual pocketed 
folder, and some material/fabrics in the 
making of projects.

Textiles
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