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Year 11 

 
 

Student and Parent Guide 



 

 

Dear Year 11 students, parents and carers. 

 

We have put together this booklet to guide you through the Centre Assessed Grades 

process that has replaced examinations this year.  

Throughout our planning for this process our priorities have been: 

• Giving every student the best possible chance of demonstrating their abilities in 

their subjects. 

• Assessing students robustly and fairly whilst also being mindful of the time availa-

ble following the disruption experienced during the last 12 months. 

• Preparing students for the next phase in their education, employment and train-

ing. 

• Ensuring that students understand how their grades will be evidenced.  

Contained in this booklet is detailed information about how students will be assessed 

in each of their subjects. These subjects vary between vocational subjects that have 

been assessed throughout the course (made up of different units) and subjects which 

would normally be assessed just by exams at the end of Year 11. For each subject we 

have given as much detail as possible. 

In subjects normally assessed by exams at the end of Year 11, subjects have identified 

at least 5 sources of gold-standard evidence so that teachers can reach a holistic 

judgement of a student’s ability in the subject. One of these pieces of evidence will be 

a May Internal Assessment. These assessments will take place between Tuesday 4th 

May and Friday 21st May 2021. Timetables for these assessments will be made availa-

ble shortly after the Easter holidays. For these subjects, this will be the most important 

piece of evidence we will use when deciding final grades for the majority of students. 

No student will be awarded a final grade below what they achieve in this final assess-

ment. However, for any student who underachieves in this assessment, we will adopt a 

more holistic approach when awarding their final grade, and one that is more reflec-

tive of the other pieces of evidence included in their portfolio. As such, no student’s 

final grade can be reduced by the May Internal Assessment process; it can only be 

maintained or improved.  



 

 

Moderation and External Approval of this Process 

We have put in place extensive measures to ensure the robustness and fairness of this pro-

cess: 

• The overall process has been approved by the Directors and Senior Executive Team of 

Acorn Education Trust. 

• Individual subject’s plans have been scrutinised and approved by the Head of Subject 

at Kingdown School, Warminster. 

• Individual subject’s assessment materials have been scrutinised and approved by the 

Head of Subject at Kingdown School, Warminster. 

• Vocational subjects already have build in moderation processes in place. 

• Non-vocational subjects will have both in-school moderation and moderation by a 

subject specialist at Kingdown School, Warminster. 

• May Internal Assessments will be blind-marked. This means the teacher marking the 

assessment will not know the name of the student whose assessment they are mark-

ing. 

The most important thing in all of this is that students continue to give their best effort in 

the next 3 months, producing work and completing assessments to the very best of their 

abilities. All of us at Clarendon are here to support students and want them to achieve the 

best possible outcomes. 

If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to get in touch via email or phone me. 

Yours faithfully, 

 

Mr Craig Turze 

Deputy Headteacher 

07511700837 

cxt@clarendonacademy.com 

 

mailto:cxt@clarendonacademy.com


English Language GCSE  
– AQA Exam Board - 8700 

Has the whole of the course been covered and will it all be assessed? 
  

English Language GCSE is taught and assessed in only one tier (there are no higher or foundation 
papers). 

There are two English Language GCSE papers: paper one is a fiction paper and paper two is non-
fiction. 

Each paper is then split into two halves. Section A assesses reading and section B assesses writing 
(for both papers). 

We have taught and assessed all of paper one. 
We have taught and assessed section B only of paper two. 
  

What are the 5+ sources of Gold Standard evidence? 
  

December mock exam (full paper one) - marked already and results shared with students 

May internal assessment (full paper one exam) 

In class assessment. Paper One section A 

In class assessment. Paper One section B 

In class assessment. Paper two section B 

  
The in class assessments will be completed during term 5. Students will have ‘guided revision’ les-

sons where we go through the skills required for each question of the paper. This, in turn, will 
also act as revision for the May internal assessments. 

  

Will some pieces of evidence be more important than others? 
  

The May internal assessment will be the most influential piece of evidence towards the final 
grade awarded.  Students will not be awarded a final grade below the grade achieved in those 
assessments. However if the grade achieved in several of the other pieces of evidence ex-
ceeds the grade achieved in the summer final assessments then a holistic judgement will be 
formed of a student’s overall demonstrated ability in English Language. 

What evidence will be available to exam boards should it be required? 
  

All of the evidence produced will be retained and available if required. 
  

How will the awarding of grades be moderated? 
  

All of the May exam papers will be marked by the same teacher (who is an experienced examiner 
for AQA). This will help ensure consistent, unbiased results. A sample of these papers will 
then be standardised by the head of department. 

A sample of 10% of all in class assessments will be standardised by a second teacher (who is an 
experienced examiner for AQA). 

  



English Literature GCSE – 
 AQA Exam Board - 8702 

Has the whole of the course been covered and will it all be assessed? 
  

English Literature GCSE is taught and assessed in only one tier (there are no higher or foundation 
papers). 

There are two English Literature GCSE papers. Paper one assesses Shakespeare and ‘A Christmas 
Carol’. Paper two assesses ‘An Inspector Calls’, poetry and unseen poetry. 

We have taught and assessed the whole course with the exception of unseen poetry. 
However, exam changes in September 2020 made the poetry element of the course optional and so 

most classes then focussed revision in other areas. 

What are the 5+ sources of Gold Standard evidence? 
  

December 2020 mock exam (full paper one) -marked already and results shared with students 

December 2020 mock exam (paper two: ‘An Inspector Calls’ question only) - marked already and 

results shared with students 

May Internal assessment paper one (A Christmas Carol/Poetry for 11P2) and May Internal assess-

ment paper two (An Inspector Calls) 

An Inspector Calls assessment (completed in September 2020) - marked already and results shared 

with students 

 In class Shakespeare assessment 

  
The in class Shakespeare assessment will be completed before the Easter holidays. Students have 

had ‘guided revision’ lessons before this assessment to help remember the key skills and 
themes, characters etc. 

Revision materials have been prepared to aid revision for the May internal assessments. These will 
be shared via ‘Show my Homework’ and narrow down the revision focus of the exams to key 
characters and themes (there is no need to revise outside of these areas). 

Will some pieces of evidence be more important than others? 
  

The May internal assessment will be the most influential piece of evidence towards the final grade 
awarded.  Students will not be awarded a final grade below the grade achieved in those assess-
ments. However if the grade achieved in several of the other pieces of evidence exceeds the 
grade achieved in the summer final assessments then a holistic judgement will be formed of a 
student’s overall demonstrated ability in English Language. 

What evidence will be available to exam boards should it be required? 
  

All of the evidence produced will be retained and available if required with the exception of evi-
dence four which was completed in exercise books (under exam conditions) and so has not been 
saved in assessment folders. 

How will the awarding of grades be moderated? 
  

All of the May exam papers will be marked by the head of department. This will help ensure con-
sistent, unbiased results. A sample of these papers will then be standardised by a second teach-
er (who is an experienced examiner for AQA). 

A sample of 10% of all in class assessments will be standardised by a second teacher (who is an ex-
perienced examiner for AQA). 



Mathematics GCSE - [601/4700/3]  

Pearson Edexcel Level 1/Level 2 GCSE (9-1) in 
Mathematics 

Has the whole of the course been covered and will it all be assessed? 
  

Mathematics GCSE is taught and assessed in two separate tiers; higher and foundation. 
Those students studying higher tier have completed the course. 
Those students studying foundation tier have completed the course. 

What are the 5+ sources of Gold Standard evidence? 
  

In November/December 2020 all students did 3 x 90 minute papers in exam conditions. One of 
these was in class whilst the other 2 made up the Mock exams. These papers were real past pa-
pers, covering the full content of the course, replicating the normal full set of GCSE papers. They 
were graded using grade boundaries 10 % lower than actual boundaries for those papers. These 
will be used as evidence of students’ ability in Mathematics, although it will be expected that 
most students reach a higher grade by summer 2021. This is because the papers sat in Nov/Dec 
2020 contained topics not yet studied at that point, and little in school time was given to revi-
sion. 

Students have also taken between 2 and 4 in-class full content exam papers throughout Y10 and 
Y11. These may be used to support the awarding of the final grade, particularly for students 
where other pieces of evidence are lacking. 

During the May Internal Assessment period all students will sit 3 x 90 minute exam papers (1 non-
calculator and 2 calculator) covering the full course. These papers will include an enhanced for-
mula sheet meaning students have to remember less formulae/rules than they would in a nor-
mal year. Students will be issued with topic lists which will contain mathswatch and corbett-
maths clips. This will help them prepare independently. One of the assessment papers will be 
taken in class and broken down into 3 x 30 minutes. 

Also during the summer term students will also take at least two topic assessments as produced by 
Pearson Edexcel specifically to support the awarding of grades this year. 

Will some pieces of evidence be more important than others? 
  

As the set of 3 exam papers from the summer term 2021 will cover nearly the full course, and be 
taken following both in and out of school revision, the grade achieved in these will be the most 
influential piece of evidence towards the final grade awarded and in most cases is likely to 
match that grade. Students will not be awarded a final grade below the grade achieved in those 
assessments. However if the grade achieved in several of the other pieces of evidence exceeds 
the grade achieved in the summer final assessments then a holistic judgement will be formed of 
a student’s overall demonstrated ability in Mathematics. 

What evidence will be available to exam boards should it be required? 
  

The set of 3 exam papers from the summer term 2021 will be retained in school should they be re-
quired, along with the exam board produced topic tests. 

How will the awarding of grades be moderated? 
  

The marking of answers in Mathematics is very tightly fixed by mark schemes and therefore not sub-
jective. However a sample of 10% of all exam papers from the summer assessment period will 
be checked by a second teacher.  

http://register.ofqual.gov.uk/Search?category=Qualifications&query=601%2f4700%2f3
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Combined Science AQA  
GCSE Combined Science (8464) 

Has the whole of the course been covered and will it all be assessed? 
Combined Science GCSE is taught and assessed in two separate tiers; higher and foundation. 
Students have had the vast majority of the GCSE Combined Science course delivered to them. Where 

there are gaps, this will be highlighted to students and this content will not be assessed. 

What are the 5+ sources of Gold Standard evidence? 
In November/December 2020 all students did 3 x 75 minute papers in exam conditions. These pa-

pers were real past papers, covering half of the content of the GCSE. They were graded using real 
grade boundaries for those papers. These will be used as indicative evidence of students’ ability 
in Science, it is expected however that a student would usually make progress from these mock 
exams when sitting a Summer exam series. 

During the May Internal Assessment period all students will sit 3 x 75 minute exam papers which will 
be made up of a combination of paper 1 and paper 2 content from each of the three sciences 
(these assessments will cover content not seen in the Nov/Dec mock exams). These papers will 
cover a range of content knowledge from across the breadth of the GCSE course. Students will be 
provided with revision lists which will represent approximately half of the content of the GSCE 
course. 

Early on in Term 5 students will have the opportunity to complete shorter preparation papers on the 
same areas of content as will be in the final assessment. 

In January of year 10 Students sat a series of 3 papers covering content across years 9 and the first 
half of year 10 which will be used as an indication of students’ progress before any remote teach-
ing. 

Students have also at regular points throughout their GCSE course completed a series of end of unit 
tests, we will look a mean mark across these short tests. 

  

Will some pieces of evidence be more important than others? 
As the set of 3 exam papers from the summer term 2021 will cover content from across the three 

years of the course, and be taken following both in and out of school revision, the grade 
achieved in these will be the most influential piece of evidence towards the final grade awarded 
and in most cases is likely to match that grade. Students will not be awarded a final grade below 
the grade achieved in those assessments. However if the grade achieved in several of the other 
pieces of evidence exceeds the grade achieved in the summer final assessments then a holistic 
judgement will be formed of a student’s overall demonstrated ability in Science. 

What evidence will be available to exam boards should it be required? 
  

The set of 3 exam papers from the summer term 2021 will be retained in school should they be re-
quired, along with the exam board produced topic tests. 

How will the awarding of grades be moderated? 
  

The majority of marking of answers in Science is very tightly fixed by mark schemes and therefore 
not subjective. However a sample of 10% of all exam papers from the summer assessment peri-
od will be checked by a second teacher with particular focus on longer written answers. 

  



Separate Science AQA  
GCSE Biology, Chemistry and Physics (8461, 8462 and 8463) 

Has the whole of the course been covered and will it all be assessed? 
Separate Science GCSE is taught and assessed in two separate tiers; higher and foundation. 
Students have had the majority of the GCSE Biology, Chemistry and Physics courses delivered to 

them. Where there are gaps, this will be highlighted to students and this content will not be as-
sessed. 

What are the 5+ sources of Gold Standard evidence? 
In November/December 2020 all students did 3 x 105 minute papers in exam conditions. These pa-

pers were real past papers, covering half of the content of the GCSE. They were graded using real 
grade boundaries for those papers. These will be used as indicative evidence of students’ ability 
in Science, it is expected however that a student would usually make progress from these mock 
exams when sitting a Summer exam series. 

During the May internal assessments all students will sit 3 x 105 minute exam papers which will be 
made up of a combination of paper 1 and paper 2 content from each of the three sciences (these 
assessments will cover content not seen in the Nov/Dec mock exams). These papers will cover a 
range of content knowledge from across the breadth of the GCSE course. Students will be provid-
ed with revision lists which will represent approximately half of the content of the GSCE course. 

Early on in Term 5 students will have the opportunity to complete shorter preparation papers on the 
same areas of content as will be in the final assessment. 

In January of year 10 Students sat a series of 3 papers covering content across years 9 and the first 
half of year 10 which will be used as an indication of students’ progress before any remote teach-
ing. 

Students have also at regular points throughout their GCSE course completed a series of end of unit 
tests, we will look a mean mark across these short tests. 

  

Will some pieces of evidence be more important than others? 
As the set of 3 exam papers from the May Internal Assessments will cover content from across the 

three years of the course, and be taken following both in and out of school revision, the grade 
achieved in these will be the most influential piece of evidence towards the final grade awarded 
and in most cases is likely to match that grade. Students will not be awarded a final grade below 
the grade achieved in those assessments. However if the grade achieved in several of the other 
pieces of evidence exceeds the grade achieved in the summer final assessments then a holistic 
judgement will be formed of a student’s overall demonstrated ability in Science. 

What evidence will be available to exam boards should it be required? 
  

The set of 3 exam papers from the May Internal Assessments will be retained in school should they 
be required, along with the exam board produced topic tests. 

How will the awarding of grades be moderated? 
  

The majority of marking of answers in Science is very tightly fixed by mark schemes and therefore 
not subjective. However a sample of 10% of all exam papers from the summer assessment peri-
od will be checked by a second teacher with particular focus on longer written answers. 

  



Cambridge Nationals Health and Social Care 
 

 

 

Year 11 Health and Social Care students have now completed unit R022 Communication which is an 

internal piece of coursework. This has been submitted and moderated by the exam board OCR and 

the students grade points have now been banked. 

They also sat the external exam in January 2021 and we are expecting the results to be released on 

the 24th March 2021. 

Students have two remaining pieces of coursework. Unit R027 Creative Activities and Unit R031 First 

Aid. Both of these units will be sent off to the exam board for moderation by the end of May. I have 

outlined below the forthcoming dates for the outstanding pieces of work. 

Week beginning 22nd March: (Thursday 25th and Friday 26th March) Students will lead their creative 
activity that they have planned. 
Week beginning 29th March: (Wednesday 31st March and Thursday 1st April) students will write up 
their evaluation on the creative activity that they led. They will submit all of R027 Creative Activities 
Coursework to their class teacher on Thursday 1st April. 
 
Week beginning 26th April: Students will complete a First Aid Qualification which will take place at 
school (students will be off timetable for the whole day). 
 
Week Beginning 24th May: Students will submit all of R031 First Aid on Friday 28th May to their class 
teacher.  
  

All four units of work have a value of 25% and are marked out of 60. I have attached the grade 

boundaries below which outlines how your child is assessed on the OCR Cambridge National Health 

and Social Care course. 



AQA Technical Award in Performing Arts  

- [603/0508/3] Drama specification 
Has the whole of the course been covered and will it all be assessed? 
The AQA Technical Award comprises of three units spread over the duration of the course. Each unit has a different focus and they are all 
completed and assessed separately. 

• Unit 1 is a piece of written coursework and is internally assessed. This has been covered in full minus the exceptions below. 

• Unit 2 is a practical performance piece which is internally recorded and assessed. Again, this has been covered in full minus the 
exceptions below. 

• Unit 3 is an externally assessed written paper focussing on the performance industry as a whole, and has been covered in full minus 
the exceptions below. 

  
There have been adaptations to the above units nationally as detailed below: 

Unit 1:  There was a recorded pitch as part of the unit which was removed and the marks adjusted accordingly. 

Unit 2: Students were able to complete solo monologues instead of group performances if preferred because of social distancing require-

ments. 

Unit 3: The last question of Section C in the written exam paper is about the students’ work on the internally assessed units. The question 

has been reworded to reflect the changes to units 1 and 2, so that no student is disadvantaged by the changes to the units. 

In summary: 

The Unit 1 is one piece of completed coursework. Unit 2 is one recorded performance. These are both internally assessed units. Unit 3 is an 

external examination, which will be assessed internally, through formal assessment during the May internal assessment period.  

What are the sources of Gold Standard evidence? 
Unit 1 – written coursework 
Unit 2 –Performance 1 
Unit 2 – Performance 2 
Unit 3 – November formal written assessment 
Unit 3 – May formal written assessment 

  
There will be two performances (on separate days and spaced apart) in order to allow for improvement and formative feedback between 
the two. It is assumed that the second performance would be greatly improved on the first performance, but this extra piece of evidence 
allows for the best performance to be put forward as the final mark for unit 2. For the unit 3 assessment, again, we would expect the May 
assessment to be an improvement on the November assessment, having had more contact time and revision since November, but this 
extra piece of evidence allows for the best attempt to be put forward as the final mark for unit 3.  

Will some pieces of evidence be more important than others? 
  
The weightings of the units are: 

Unit 1 –30% - 1 piece of written coursework 
Unit 2 – 30% - 1 performance 
Unit 3 – 40% – formal written assessment  

What evidence will be available to exam boards should it be required? 
  
All evidence for both the internal and external units will be kept for 6 months and be available to the exam boards for external verification 
if and when required. 

How will the awarding of grades be moderated? 
  
Mrs Roach, as head of Performing Arts, will moderate a sample of 30% of students for all units in order to confirm decisions awarded. The 
Performing Arts team have gone through rigorous external verification processes across the performing arts subjects and all marks moder-
ated were deemed to be accurate with no alterations made.  

  

https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/performing-arts/technical-award/performing-arts-3745


French GCSE 

– AQA Exam Board - 8658 

Has the whole of the course been covered and will it all be assessed? 
  

French GCSE is taught and assessed in two separate tiers; higher and foundation. 
Students studying both tiers have completed the course though naturally some topics have not been 

covered in as great a depth as we would like due to the current pandemic.  We have therefore 
decided not to include the following topics in any future assessments – festivals, work experi-
ence, social issues and charity work. 

  

What are the 5+ sources of Gold Standard evidence? 
  
To assess their overall French grade 
  
Different to previous years, the overall French grade awarded will be solely based on a students perfor-
mance in three of the four key skills.  These are listening, reading and writing.  The speaking element of 
the course is assessed separately.  The topics upon which the students will be assessed have been cho-
sen so that each one of the three themes from the course are covered which will allow all students of all 
abilities to reach the highest level of success. 
  

In November/December 2020, all students sat papers in each of the following skills – listening, read-
ing and writing.  These papers were sat in exam conditions.  These papers were real past papers, 
covering the full content of the course and they were graded using real grade boundaries for 
those papers. These will be used as evidence of students’ ability in French, although it will be ex-
pected that most students reach a higher grade by summer 2021 due to dedicated revision les-
sons in the spring and summer terms which will take place. 

Students will sit a final end of year assessment in May 2021 under exam conditions, which will again 
focus on the three skills of listening, reading and writing. 

In addition to this, students will complete an assessed essay on the topic of school.  This will take 
place in class during the first week back after the Easter holidays (Week beginning 19th April 
2021). 

Students will finally complete both a listening and reading assessment under exam conditions in 
class during the first two weeks of May 2021. 

  
To assess their French speaking grade 
  
Changes to the award system mean we now have to award a grade of either pass, merit or distinction to 
students based on their spoken abilities in the subject.  The following assessments will help us deter-
mine the final grade awarded… 
  

In October 2019, students completed a speaking assessment based on the topic of holidays.  This 
task was completed under exam conditions and marked in accordance with the mark scheme 
provided by the exam board. 

From March 2021, students oral responses to questions in lessons will be assessed by their teacher.  
Using a detailed mark scheme, students will be assessed on the quality of the vocabulary used in 
their answers, their pronunciation and their use of tenses and opinions. 

  
 



French GCSE 

– AQA Exam Board – 8658 Continued 

Will some pieces of evidence be more important than others? 
  

As the end of year assessment (due to be completed in May 2021) will be based on the three key 
skills of listening, reading and writing and will not include the topics mentioned above, the 
grade achieved in these exams will be the most influential piece of evidence towards the final 
grade awarded.  Students will not be awarded a final grade below the grade achieved in those 
assessments. However if the grade achieved in several of the other pieces of evidence exceeds 
the grade achieved in the summer final assessments, then a holistic judgement will be formed 
of a student’s overall demonstrated ability in French. 

  

What evidence will be available to exam boards should it be required? 
  

The set of 3 exam papers from the summer term 2021 will be retained in school should they be re-
quired, along with the completed essay on school and the in class listening and reading assess-
ments. 

  

How will the awarding of grades be moderated? 
  

The marking of answers in French is very tightly fixed by mark schemes for the listening, reading and 
speaking exams.  The writing paper though can be more subjective.  Therefore a sample of 10% 
of all exam papers from the summer assessment period will be checked by a second teacher. 

  



GCSE Product Design 

Specification: AQA GCSE Design & Technology 

 

Specification Link: https://filestore.aqa.org.uk/resources/design-and-technology/specifications/AQA-8552

-SP-2017.PDF 

Teaching Staff: Mr David Cade and Mrs Sarah Andrews 

 

How much of the course specification has been taught to students since September 2019 and how has 

teaching been affected by periods of school / year group bubble closure? 

Table A below summarises how much of the content outlined in the course specification has been deliv-

ered since September 2019 and outlines how this has been affected by periods of school closure: 

https://filestore.aqa.org.uk/resources/design-and-technology/specifications/AQA-8552-SP-2017.PDF
https://filestore.aqa.org.uk/resources/design-and-technology/specifications/AQA-8552-SP-2017.PDF


 

2. Will some pieces of evidence be more important than others in determining these final grades?  

The grading for the NEA will be as follows: 

AO1: 20 marks 

AO2: 40 marks – 20 marks for generation of ideas and 20 marks for development of ideas. 

AO3: 15 marks – there will be an acknowledgement that students will not have completed a final and full evaluation. 

In most cases the NEA will be worth 50% of the overall grade and the May Internal Assessment will account for 50% of the overall grade. 

Grades achieved during the core units, mini exam tests, and November mock exam will also be taken into account in cases where stu-

dents have not demonstrated their best subject knowledge in the NEA and May Internal Assessment. 

3. How will teachers and school leaders ensure that the grades awarded at the end of the course are fair and accurate? 

Students have been continually assessed throughout the course and grades regularly recorded giving a clear picture of how students are 

progressing.  Students work will be internally modified between DEC and SKA.  We will also make arrangements to moderate with King-

down.  

4.What evidence of student performance will be available for external verification? 

The  May Internal Assessment and NEA will both be held in school and available. 



Assessment points – Gold standards  

GCSE Art & Design – Textile Design 
For this course you are required to present an edited portfolio that meets all the examination board assessment ob-

jectives for this course. 

In order to support you in doing so your classroom teacher has created a personalised list of work. 

This work may be new pieces or partially completed work that is already available from your previous 2 years on the 

course. Where you are asked to create new pieces this is to ensure that all assessment objectives are successful met. 

In line with exam board requirements, the portfolio is assessed as a body of work as a whole rather than any one 

piece of work having greater assessment value than another. It is therefore essential that all work identified in the 

personalised list is completed, and to the highest possible standard in order, to ensure that all the assessment cri-

teria are achieved and marks can be awarded accordingly.  

Students DO NOT need to consider mounting and formally presenting work as this will be done on their behalf. 

Over the next few weeks and over the Easter break, students are expected to work through their personalised list.  

Students are having their original scheduled exam time on Friday 30th April and Tuesday May 4th. In this time students will 

be able to ensure that all aspects of their edited portfolio are in place ready for assessment. 

The final deadline for this course is 3pm Tuesday 4th May  





German GCSE 

– AQA Exam Board - 8668 

Has the whole of the course been covered and will it all be assessed? 
  

German GCSE is taught and assessed in two separate tiers; higher and foundation. 
Students studying both tiers have completed the course though naturally some topics have not been 

covered in as greater depth as we would like due to the current pandemic.  We have therefore 
decided not to include the following topics in any future assessments – festivals, work experi-
ence, social issues and charity work. 

  

What are the 5+ sources of Gold Standard evidence? 
  
To assess their overall German grade 
  
Different to previous years, the overall German grade awarded will be solely based on a students perfor-
mance in three of the four key skills.  These are listening, reading and writing.  The speaking element of 
the course is assessed separately.  The topics upon which the students will be assessed have been cho-
sen so that each one of the three themes from the course are covered which will allow all students of all 
abilities to reach the highest level of success. 
  

In November/December 2020, all students sat papers in each of the following skills – listening, read-
ing and writing.  These papers were sat in exam conditions.  These papers were real past papers, 
covering the full content of the course and they were graded using real grade boundaries for 
those papers. These will be used as evidence of students’ ability in French, although it will be ex-
pected that most students reach a higher grade by summer 2021 due to dedicated revision les-
sons in the spring and summer terms which will take place. 

Students will sit a final end of year assessment in May 2021 under exam conditions, which will again 
focus on the three skills of listening, reading and writing. 

In addition to this, students will complete an assessed essay on the topic of school.  This will take 
place in class during the first week back after the Easter holidays (Week beginning 19th April 
2021). 

Students will finally complete both a listening and reading assessment under exam conditions in 
class during the first two weeks of May 2021. 

  
To assess their German speaking grade 
  
Changes to the award system mean we now have to award a grade of either pass, merit or distinction to 
students based on their spoken abilities in the subject.  The following assessments will help us deter-
mine the final grade awarded… 
  

In October 2019, students completed a speaking assessment based on the topic of holidays.  This 
task was completed under exam conditions and marked in accordance with the mark scheme 
provided by the exam board. 

From March 2021, students oral responses to questions in lessons will be assessed by their teacher.  
Using a detailed mark scheme, students will be assessed on the quality of the vocabulary used in 
their answers, their pronunciation and their use of tenses and opinions. 

  
  
  
  



German GCSE Continued 

– AQA Exam Board - 8668 

Will some pieces of evidence be more important than others? 
  

As the end of year assessment (due to be completed in May 2021) will be based on the three key 
skills of listening, reading and writing and will not include the topics mentioned above, the grade 
achieved in these exams will be the most influential piece of evidence towards the final grade 
awarded.  Students will not be awarded a final grade below the grade achieved in those assess-
ments. However if the grade achieved in several of the other pieces of evidence exceeds the 
grade achieved in the summer final assessments, then a holistic judgement will be formed of a 
student’s overall demonstrated ability in German. 

  

What evidence will be available to exam boards should it be required? 
  

The set of 3 exam papers from the summer term 2021 will be retained in school should they be re-
quired, along with the completed essay on school and the in class listening and reading assess-
ments. 

  

How will the awarding of grades be moderated? 
  

The marking of answers in German is very tightly fixed by mark schemes for the listening, reading 
and speaking exams.  The writing paper though can be more subjective.  Therefore a sample of 
10% of all exam papers from the summer assessment period will be checked by a second teach-
er. 

  



History GCSE -  

[1H10] Pearson Edexcel Level 1/ Level 2 GCSE (9-1) in 
History 

Has the whole of the course been covered and will it all be assessed? 
  

History GCSE is taught and assessed in one universal tier. 
There are four units over three papers 
Paper 1 covers the Development Study (our option is Crime and Punishment) which includes a study of the Historic Envi-

ronment (our option is Whitechapel.) Paper 2 covers the British Depth Study (our option is Elizabethan England.) 
Paper 3 covers the Modern Depth Study (our option is Weimar and Nazi Germany.) 

Our students have studied all four units. The exam board have allowed us to opt out of one unit for final assessment – 
we have opted out of The American West. Therefore students will be assessed on Crime and Punishment, Elizabe-
than England and Weimar & Nazi Germany – elements of all three papers. 

What are the 5+ sources of Gold Standard evidence? 
  

In November/December 2020 all students did 2 papers in exam conditions. These papers were real past papers, covering 
the course content as far as it had been studied at that point. The first paper covered Crime and Punishment but 
omitted the Whitechapel elements. The second paper covered Elizabethan England and Germany up to 1934. The 
papers were graded using real grade boundaries for those papers. These will be used as evidence of students’ ability 
in History, although it will be expected that most students reach a higher grade by summer 2021 because the pa-
pers sat in Nov/Dec 2020 contained topics studied in Year 9 and early year 10 which we have revisited since, and 
little in school time was given to revision. They constitute two pieces of evidence. 

During the May Internal Assessments all students will sit 2 exam papers – one on the full Crime and Punishment option 
including Whitechapel and one on the full Weimar & Nazi Germany option up to 1939. They constitute two pieces of 
evidence. 

Also during the summer term students will also take a full past exam paper on Crime and Punishment. This constitutes 
one piece of evidence. 

Students have also taken a full exam paper on Weimar & Nazi Germany in their Year 11 studies. These may be used to 
support the awarding of the final grade, particularly for students where other pieces of evidence are lacking. 

Will some pieces of evidence be more important than others? 
  

As the pair of exam papers from the summer term 2021 will cover nearly the full revised assessment content as set out 
by Edexcel, will cover all of the History GCSE question styles and assessments objectives, and be taken following 
both in and out of school revision, the grade achieved in these will be the most influential piece of evidence to-
wards the final grade awarded and in most cases is likely to match that grade. Students will not be awarded a final 
grade below the grade achieved in those assessments. However if the grade achieved in several of the other pieces 
of evidence exceeds the grade achieved in the summer final assessments then a holistic judgement will be formed 
of a student’s overall demonstrated ability in History. 

What evidence will be available to exam boards should it be required? 
  

The set of exam papers from the summer term 2021 will be retained in school should they be required, along with the 
exam papers taken in the spring term 

How will the awarding of grades be moderated? 
  

Standardisation will take place in advance of each assessment by the History team. Then Paper 1 will be marked by Mr 
Lawrence and Paper 2 by Miss Austin. Following the completion of papers, the Head of Department will moderate a 
sample of papers using the previously published examiner’s reports and exemplar answers for guidance. 

  

http://register.ofqual.gov.uk/Search?category=Qualifications&query=601%2f4700%2f3


BTEC Creative iMedia  

Specification Link: https://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/115888-specification.pdf 

Teaching Staff: Mr R Paget, Mrs M Liggins 

1.How much of the course specification has been taught to students since September 2019 and how has teaching been 

affected by periods of school closure  

The exam board have released information about delivering the course during Covid 19 times and bought in guidance for reducing the 

number of units by one, meaning that the qualification is achieved with 3 units handed in. 

2.What evidence will be used to determine final grades for students in this course at the end of Year 11 

3.Will some pieces of evidence be more important than others in determining these final grades?  

For Creative iMedia the exam board has made the decision to award the grades on three units of work instead of four, we are still obliged 

to teach the content of final unit but it will be used for internal assessment and if needed. 

For the majority of students, this means that we have the January results we will have enough assessments achieved and when they are 

externally verified they will be awarded a grade. For us to complete the course the content of the final unit will need to be delivered but 

not graded. 

https://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/115888-specification.pdf


Level 1/2 Vocational Award in Hospitality & Catering 
WJEC Level 1/2 Hospitality & Catering 

 
Specification Link: file:///C:/Users/ska/Downloads/wjec-level-1-2-award-in-hospitality-and-catering-spec-a-
from-2016-e-1.pdf 
Teaching Staff: Ms C Strazzanti and Mrs T Haslam 
 
How much of the course specification has been taught to students since September 2019 and how has 
teaching been affected by periods of school / year group bubble closure? 
Table A below summarises how much of the content outlined in the course specification has been delivered 
since September 2019 and outlines how this has been affected by periods of school closure: 

file:///C:/Users/ska/Downloads/wjec-level-1-2-award-in-hospitality-and-catering-spec-a-from-2016-e-1.pdf
file:///C:/Users/ska/Downloads/wjec-level-1-2-award-in-hospitality-and-catering-spec-a-from-2016-e-1.pdf


Level 1/2 Vocational Award in Hospitality & Catering—Continued 
 

1.What evidence will be used to determine final grades for students in this course at the end of Year 11? 

Table B below outlines the five sources of evidence that will be used to determine final grades for stu-

dents in this course: 

2.Will some pieces of evidence be more important than others in determining these final grades?  

Some pieces of evidence will carry heavier weighting than others.  The NEA, including the practical 

and the best exam paper outcome will be used to calculate the awarded grade. Other sources will 

then be taken into account for individuals where this is necessary. 

3.How will teachers and school leaders ensure that the grades awarded at the end of the course 

are fair and accurate? 

Marking will be moderated between hospitality and catering teachers, leading to awarded grade. 

4.What evidence of student performance will be available for external verification? 

Mock NEA, Real NEA and May Internal Assessments will be held in school.  Grades for the November 

mock exam have been logged on our Go4Schools system. 



BTEC First Award in Music  

- [600/6818/8] BTEC First Award Specification 

Has the whole of the course been covered and will it all be assessed? 
  

The BTEC First Award comprises of four equally-weighted units, spread over the duration of the course. Each unit has 
a different focus and they are done individually. 

Unit 1 was an external exam that was taken during year 10 in January before the national lockdown so was externally 
marked and verified in the usual way. Any resits have also been completed through the method of external exam-
ination. 

All other coursework based units will have been covered in full and completed by the end of the course, and will be 
assessed in line with national requirements in line with previous cohorts. 

The main exception to this is unit 2, which was partially covered during year 10, and then given a Centre Assessed 
Grade last year. These were based on evidence provided at the time by the assessors and marks for this were 
projected for the unit in line with national requirements. 

  

What are the sources of Gold Standard evidence? 
  

Unit 1 – formal examination results 
Unit 2 – CAG received in June 2020 
Unit 7 – Coursework completed December 2020 and externally verified by the exam board 
Unit 5 – Coursework completed May 2021 and internally verified 
  

Will some pieces of evidence be more important than others? 
  
The weightings of the units are: 

Unit 1 – The music Industry (exam) 25% 
Unit 2 – Managing a music product (coursework CAG 2020) 25% 
Unit 7 – Introducing music sequencing (coursework) 25% 
Unit 5  - Introducing music performance (coursework) 25% 

  
These components attract points based on the grade given for each individual component, and then are added together to 
collectively form the grade in line with previous years. 
  
The below table explains the grade boundaries and points based system: 
 

 

Unit grade: Points per unit: 

Pass Level 1 6 

Pass Level 2 12 

Merit Level 2 18 

Distinction Level 2 24 

Overall Grade Boundaries: Points needed: 

Pass Level 1 24 

Pass Level 2 48 

Merit Level 2 66 

Distinction Level 2 84 

Distinction * Level 2 90 

https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/BTEC-Firsts/Music/2013/Specification-and-sample-assessments/9781446936177_BTECFIRST_L12_AWD_MUSIC_Iss2.pdf


 
NB: 

To get a level 1 Pass you must have at least 12 points across unit 1 and unit 2 

To get a Level 2 Pass or above you must have at least 24 points across unit 1 and unit 2  

  
 
What evidence will be available to exam boards should it be required? 
  
All units which are externally verified by the exam boards have already been moderated 
and verified by a standards verifier from Pearson, the exam board, and have passed mod-
eration with no changes to marks. However all evidence for the internal units will be 
available to the exam boards for external verification if and when required. 

  

 
How will the awarding of grades be moderated? 
  
BTEC has its own moderation system: 
All subjects have a nominated Lead Internal Verifier who is formally charged with ensur-
ing that all marks awarded are fair and accurate. For Music this is Mrs Roach. Mr Sanchez 
is also an Internal Verifier and will check a sample of work per unit. We also have a QN 
(Quality Nominee) for the school (Mr Cade) who oversees the management of the cours-
es from this perspective also. Every course will also have gone through external modera-
tion during this academic year as part of the national verification of fairness of grades 
awarded. The Performing Arts team have gone through this rigorous external verification 
process and all marks moderated were deemed to be accurate with no alterations made. 

  
  

 

 



Religious Studies GCSE - [603/0063/2] 

 Pearson Edexcel Level 1/Level 2 GCSE (9-1) in 
Religious Studies B 

Has the whole of the course been covered and will it all be assessed? 
  

The content of the Religious Studies GCSE has all been covered. Completed in November 2020. 
We have since been revising each Unit with regular assessments meaning that the whole course will 

be assessed. 

What are the 5+ sources of Gold Standard evidence? 
  

In November/December 2020 the majority of students completed 2 x 105 minute papers in exam 
conditions. These papers were real past papers, covering the full content of the course, repli-
cating the normal full set of GCSE papers. They were graded using real grade boundaries for 
those papers. These will be used as evidence of students’ ability in Religious Studies, although it 
will be expected that most students reach a higher grade by summer 2021 having more time to 
revise each unit and more practice in the assessment questions. 

During the summer term final assessment period all students will sit 1 x 105 minute exam papers 
covering the four Muslim topics. 

During the spring and summer terms, students will also take four assessments as produced by Pear-
son Edexcel specifically to support the awarding of grades this year covering the four Christian 
topics (equivalent to 1 x 105 minute exam). 

Will some pieces of evidence be more important than others? 
  

As the exam paper from the summer term 2021 will cover the full Muslim side of the course, and be 
taken following both in and out of school revision, the grade achieved in these will be the most 
influential piece of evidence towards the final grade awarded and in most cases is likely to 
match that grade. Students will not be awarded a final grade below the grade achieved in those 
assessments. However if the grade achieved in several of the other pieces of evidence exceeds 
the grade achieved in the summer final assessments then a holistic judgement will be formed of 
a student’s overall demonstrated ability in Religious Studies. 

What evidence will be available to exam boards should it be required? 
  

The equivalent to a set of 2 exam papers from the spring and summer term 2021 will be retained in 
school should they be required. 

How will the awarding of grades be moderated? 
  

The marking of answers in Religious Studies is fixed by mark schemes and the papers set in the sum-
mer assessment period will use Pearson Edexcel released material with appropriate mark 
schemes. As there is the possibility of subjectivity in (d) questions, a sample of 50% of all exam 
papers from the summer assessment period will be checked by a second teacher (the high per-
centage is due to the small number of students in the class). 
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