
 

 
 

Centre Assessed Grades - 2021 

Year 13 
 

Student and Parent Guide 



 

Dear Year 13 students, parents and carers, 

We have put together this booklet to guide you through the Centre Assessed Grades process that has replaced examinations this year.  

Throughout our planning for this process, our priorities have been as follows: 

Giving every student the best possible chance of demonstrating their abilities in their subjects. 

Assessing students robustly and fairly whilst also being mindful of the time available following the disruption experienced during the last 12 months. 

Preparing students for the next phase in their education, employment and training. 

Ensuring that students understand how their grades will be evidenced.  

Contained in this booklet is detailed information about how students will be assessed in each of their subjects. These subjects vary between vocational subjects that have 

been assessed throughout the course (made up of different units) and subjects which would normally be assessed just by exams at the end of Year 13. For each subject, 

we have given as much detail as possible in regards to what students have been taught and how they will be assessed. 

In subjects normally assessed by exams at the end of Year 13, subjects have identified at least five sources of ‘gold-standard’ evidence so that teachers can reach a holistic 

judgement of a student’s ability in the subject. One of these pieces of evidence will be a May Internal Assessment. These assessments will take place between Thursday 

6th May and Friday 21st May 2021. Timetables for these assessments will be made available shortly after the Easter holidays. For these subjects, this will be the most im-

portant piece of evidence we will use when deciding final grades for the majority of students. No student will be awarded a final grade below what they achieve in this 

final assessment. However, for any student who underachieves in this assessment, we will adopt a more holistic approach when awarding their final grade, and one that is 

more reflective of the other pieces of evidence included in their portfolio. As such, no student’s final grade can be reduced by the May Internal Assessment process; it can 

only be maintained or improved.  

 

Moderation and External Approval of this Process 

We have put in place extensive measures to ensure the robustness and fairness of this process: 

• The overall process has been approved by the Directors and Senior Executive Team of Acorn Education Trust. 

• Each subject’s assessment plans and materials have been scrutinised and approved by the Head of Subject at Kingdown School, Warminster. 

• Non-vocational subjects will have both in-school moderation and moderation by a subject specialist at Kingdown School, Warminster. 

• May Internal Assessments will be blind-marked. This means the teacher marking the assessment will not know the name of the student whose assessment they are 

marking. 

• For vocational subjects, exam boards have stipulated their own moderation processes. 

 



 
 

Subjects at John of Gaunt 

Although the process of centre assessment at John of Gaunt will vary slightly to that at Clarendon, it will still follow the same principles stipulated by 

the recent Ofqual consultation and the guidance produced by the Joint Council for Qualifications (JCQ). This means that teachers will account for the 

same wide range of evidence when assessing student’ final grades, but there will also be particular emphasis on their performance in assessments sat in 

the coming weeks.  

Students who study at John of Gaunt have already received clear guidance from their teachers about how they will be assessed, including the details of 

forthcoming mock exams. These will take place earlier than the assessments at Clarendon, between 19th – 23rd April.  

Please be reassured that we are fully satisfied with the rigor and fairness of the systems being applied at John of Gaunt and that we are in regular dia-

logue with members of their senior leadership team to ensure that our approaches are compatible.   

 

Concluding Remarks 

Since March 2020, our students have had to manage an incredibly challenging set of circumstances. However, we are very proud of the resilience and 

maturity that they have demonstrated in response to these circumstances. Right now, the most important thing is that they continue to work hard in 

their subjects, attend school regularly, and ensure they spend adequate time preparing for their final assessments.  

 

If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact me via email or phone me. 

 

Yours faithfully, 

 

 

Mr Mike Griffiths 

Head of Sixth Form 



A-Level Biology 
Specification: AQA A Level Biology 7402 

Specification Link: https://filestore.aqa.org.uk/resources/biology/specifications/AQA-7401-7402-SP-2015.PDF 

Teaching Staff: Dr. K. Chipperfield, Dr. C. Hidalgo-Curtis 

How much of the course specification has been taught to students since September 2019 and how has teaching been affected by periods of school / 

year group bubble closure? 

Table A below summarises how much of the content outlined in the course specification has been delivered since September 2019 and outlines how this has been affected by periods 

of school closure: 

 

 

Table A: Teaching of A-Level Physics (September 2019 – April 2021) 
  

Specification Content Taught? Manner of Delivery Comments 

Paper 1 Biological molecules Fully In school   

Cells Fully In school   

Organisms exchange substances with their 
environment 

Fully In school/Remote Partially delivered remotely in March-June 2020 without the 
support of Teams. 

Genetic information, variation and relation-
ships between organisms 

Fully In school   

Paper 2 Energy transfer in and between organisms Fully In school/Remote Partially delivered in term 6 of year 12, with most students 
present 

Organisms respond to changes in their envi-
ronment 

Partially In school/Remote Chapter 16 not taught (homeostasis) 
Chapter 15 partially taught  (synapses, muscles not taught) 

Genetics, population, evolution and ecosys-
tems 

Fully In school   

The control of gene expression Fully In school/Remote Partially delivered remotely in Jan – Feb 2021 with use of 
Teams and live lessons 

https://filestore.aqa.org.uk/resources/biology/specifications/AQA-7401-7402-SP-2015.PDF


 

 

What evidence will be used to determine final grades for students in this course at the end of Year 13? 

Table B below outlines the five sources of evidence that will be used to determine final grades for students in this course: 

 

 

Paper 3 Section A: Synoptic content from papers 1 
and 2 

Partially In school This content has delivered across the A Level course, with 
the exception of chapters 15 and 16 as detailed above. 

Section B: Essay Partially Not covered Students will be given a choice of essay titles in advance of 
writing an essay in class. They will be given the titles before 
the Easter holidays and allowed to prepare for the essay 
question in advance. All of the content required to write an 
essay of A* standard has been covered. 

Practical En-
dorsement 

Common Practical Assessment Criteria 
(CPAC) Practical activities 

Partially In school These practical activities are delivered throughout the A 
Level course, students Pass or Fail grade will be awarded 
based on practical activities completed. 10 out of 12 have 
been completed 

Table B: Assessment Evidence for A-Level English Literature 

Sources of evidence Date range Description (including content / skills 
covered and links to specification) 

Rationale for adjusted content and / or format (where applicable) 

S
o
u
r
c
e
 

1 

Year 12 and 13 end of 
chapter assessments 

Sep 2019 – De-
cember 2020 

Students completed a series of end of 
chapter tests and final assessments across 
year 12 and year 13. Chapter which were 
assessed at home will not be included. 

Chapter which were assessed at home will not be included as we 
cannot guarantee the integrity of this data. Specifically chapter 
tests 21, 14, 13 and 18 



 

S
o
u
r
c
e
 

2 

Initial Year 13 Assessment Sep 2020 Students completed an assessment on 
fundamental concepts and key knowledge 
from year 12 content. This assessment 
focussed on content delivered in school. 

  

S
o
u
r
c
e
 

3 

Winter Mock Exam Dec 2020 Students completed a full A Level Paper 1 
an incomplete Paper 2 (due to content 
not yet being delivered) 
  
These were real exam papers. They were 
marked and grades awarded using exter-
nally published grade boundaries. 

The grade boundaries for the Paper 2 were adjusted to take into 
account the redacted nature of the paper sat. 

S
o
u
r
c
e
 

4 

Paper 3 Style in Class as-
sessment 

Apr – May 2021 One in class assessed essay. This is a syn-
optic essay and will allow students to dis-
play knowledge from all parts of the 
course which have been taught. 
  
  

This section of paper 3 will be assessed outside of the final assess-
ment window and will be tailored to reflect the fact that students 
will have had limited opportunity to practice and develop these 
skills. 
In particular, the essay title will be pre-released, prior to the Easter 
holidays, to allow students chance to formulate their ideas. The 
essay however will be closed-book, exam conditions, with no pre-
prepared material permitted. 



 

3.Will some pieces of evidence be more important than others in determining these final grades?  

For the majority of students, we anticipate that the results of the May Internal Assessment will be the most important piece of evidence in determining their final grade. No student will be awarded a final 

grade that is below the grade achieved in these end of course assessments. The teachers of this course are confident that these assessments will allow them to differentiate between students at all levels 

of performance (A*-E), whilst also reflecting the significant disadvantage that they have experienced as a result of school closures since March 2020 and the more limited time they will have for revision.  

However, a more holistic judgement of a student’s performance using the full range of evidence outlined below will be applied in the following circumstances: 

(1)Where the grade achieved in the end of course assessments is below that obtained in several other pieces of evidence outlined in Table B above.  

(2)Where a student’s capacity to perform at their best in the end of course assessments is impaired by circumstances outside of their control (e.g. illness of a requirement to self-isolate).   

4.How will teachers and school leaders ensure that the grades awarded at the end of the course are fair and accurate? 

In addition to whole-school measures to ensure all assessments are fair and accurate, the following measures will be applied in A-Level Biology:  

• Subjects teachers will undertake marking standardisation training provided by AQA in advance of marking the end of course assessments.  

• A 20% sample of the end of course assessments will be moderated by a senior teacher in the Biology Department.  

• The evidence used and final grades awarded for each student will be reviewed by (a) the Head of Biology, (b) the Head of Science, (c) the Head of Sixth Form, and (d) the Head of Centre.  

5.What evidence of student performance will be available for external verification? 

The scripts produced by students in the Essay in class assessment (Source 4) and the paper 1 and 2 May Internal Assessments (Source 5) will be retained in school (see Table B above). For all other sources of 

evidence, mark book data will also be retained for internal and external reference.  

S
o
u
r
c
e
 

5 

May Internal Assessment May – Jun 2021 Two final assessment papers: 
  
Paper 1 
Year 12 content (chapters 1-10) 
  
Paper 2: 
Year 13 content (chapters 11-21, but ex-
cluding chapters 15 and 16) 
  
  

The delivery of 90% of the content assessed in these papers was 
completed by Dec 2020 and therefore students have had opportu-
nities to revise, develop and receive feedback on these topics. 
  
Lesson and independent study time tasks from this point forwards 
will focus heavily on further revision and recap of this content. 
Particular focus will be given to those topics delivered remotely in 
Mar-Jun 2020 without the support of teams. 
  
As these papers cover a breadth of material, students will have a 
good opportunity to demonstrate their aptitude in the subject and 
particularly students aiming for higher grade to provide robust evi-
dence that they would achieve these grades. 



A-Level Chemistry 
Specification: OCR A Chemistry 

Specification Link: https://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/171720-specification-accredited-a-level-gce-chemistry-a-h432.pdf 

Teaching Staff: Mrs Chloe Corrie, Mrs Emma John  

How much of the course specification has been taught to students since September 2019 and how has teaching been affected by periods of school / 

year group bubble closure? 

Table A below summarises how much of the content outlined in the course specification has been delivered since September 2019 and outlines how this has been affected by periods of 

school closure: 

 

Table A: Teaching of A-Level Chemistry (September 2019 – April 2021) 
  

Specification Content Taught? Manner of Deliv-
ery 

Comments 

Module 1  De-
velopment of 
practical skills 
in chemistry 

1.1 Practical skills assessed in a written examina-
tion 
  
1.2 Practical skills assessed in the practical en-
dorsement 

Fully In school These skills are delivered across the A Level course, embed-
ded in the context of context delivery. Students have had 
limited opportunity to practice and develop these skills but 
they will be consolidated as part of the revision process 
similar to a normal revision year. 

1.2.2 Use of apparatus and techniques Partially In school Delivered in school as part of the practical endorsement. 
1.2.2 (d) (iv), 1.2.2 (g), (h), (i) have not been delivered and 
will not be assessed. 

Module 2 Foun-
dations in 
chemistry 

2.1 Atoms and reactions 
2.2 Electrons, bonding and structure 
  

Fully In school 2.1-2.2 delivered in Term 1-2 2019. Opportunities through-
out the course to revisit skills and techniques. 

Module 3 Peri-
odic table and 
energy 

3.1 The periodic table 
3.2 Physical chemistry 

Fully In school/remote 3.1 delivered in school. 3.2 delivered in school with parts of 
3.2.1 and 3.2.2 delivered remotely without Teams. These 
topics were reviewed, consolidated and extended in school 
or with Teams as part of module 5. 

https://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/171720-specification-accredited-a-level-gce-chemistry-a-h432.pdf


 

 

Module 4 Core 
Organic chemis-
try 

4.1 Basic concepts and hydrocarbons 
4.2 Alkanes, haloalkanes and analysis 

Fully In school/remote 4.1 Delivered in school. Parts of 4.2.2, 4.2.3, 4.2.4 delivered 
remotely without Teams however these principles were re-
vised, consolidated and extended in school or with Teams as 
part of Module 6. 

Module 5 Physi-
cal chemistry 
and transition 
elements 

5.1 Rates, equilibria and pH 
5.2 Energy 
5.3 Transition elements 

Partially In school/remote 5.1 delivered in school, 5.2 and 5.3 delivered in school/
remotely with Teams. 
5.1.1 was begun in Term 6 2020 however this was consolidat-
ed in school in term 1 September 2020. 
5.3.1 (d-l) was not covered and will not be assessed. However 
as outlined in the specification this is built upon the 
knowledge covered in school on 5.2.3 b-c and this synoptic 
content therefore will be assessed. 

Module 6  Or-
ganic chemistry 
and analysis 

6.1 Aromatic compounds, carbonyls and acids 
6.2 Nitrogen compounds, polymers and synthesis 
6.3 Analysis 

Partially In school 6.1 Delivered in school. 6.2 and 6.3 delivered in school/
remotely. 
6.2.5 a was not delivered and will not be assessed, aside from 
the link to 4.2.3 a) which will be assessed. 
6.3.1 a)-b) was not delivered and will not be assessed. 
6.3.1 c) was not delivered but it is synoptic revision from mod-
ule 4-6 in its entirety (detailed in spec) and will be assessed. 

Practical En-
dorsement 

Common Practical Assessment Criteria (CPAC) Practi-
cal activities 

Partially In school These practical activities are delivered throughout the A Level 
course, students Pass or Fail grade will be awarded based on 
practical activities completed. 



1.What evidence will be used to determine final grades for students in this course at the end of Year 13? 

Table B below outlines the five sources of evidence that will be used to determine final grades for students in this course: 

 

 

Table B: Assessment Evidence for A-Level English Literature 

Sources of evidence Date range Description (including content / skills 
covered and links to specification) 

Rationale for adjusted content and / or format (where applicable) 

S
o
u
r
c
e
 

1 

Year 12 ongoing data and 
assessment 

Sep 2019 – July 
2020 

Students completed a series of independ-
ent tasks, end of topic tests and final as-
sessments across year 12 resulting in a 
working grade at the end of the year. 

  

S
o
u
r
c
e
 

2 

Initial Year 13 Assessment Sep 2020 Students completed an assessment on 
fundamental concepts and key knowledge 
from year 12 content. 

  

S
o
u
r
c
e
 

3 

Winter Mock Exam Dec 2020 Students completed two A Level Papers 
that assessed all content from six mod-
ules. 
  
They were based largely on paper 1 and 2 
with content from paper 3 being included 
as a section B to mimic a Unified Chemis-
try paper. 
  
These were adapted versions of real exam 
papers. They were marked and grades 
awarded using adjusted externally pub-
lished grade boundaries. 

Exam style was adjusted to incorporate paper 3 in to the two ex-
amination slots provided for paper 1 and 2. This increased the de-
mand of the paper. Some content covered in these papers was 
delivered remotely without the support of Teams. Lesson time was 
not given to preparation, revision or consolidation at this stage and 
the grade boundaries for these grades were adjusted to take these 
reasons into account. 



 

S
o
u
r
c
e
 

4 

Unified chemistry (03) 
(Module 1-6) 
in class assessment 

Apr – May 2021 In class assessment that assesses the 
whole of the course. Specific content as-
sessed in this piece of work is not reas-
sessed in the final assessment papers. 
  
  
  

This will be assessed outside of the final assessment window to 
allow students adequate time to prepare and practice skills for 
answering synoptic style questions. Grade boundaries will be ad-
justed to take in to account the reduction in preparation time com-
pared to previous series of exams. 
  
This paper is of increased demand and can provide robust data for 
students aiming to achieve higher grades in addition to the data 
provided by the End of Course assessments. 

S
o
u
r
c
e
 

5 

May Internal Assessments May – Jun 2021 Two final assessment papers: 
  
Paper 1 
Periodic table, elements and physical 
chemistry 
(Modules 1,2,3,5) 
  
Paper 2 
Synthesis and analytical techniques 
(Modules 1,2,4,6) 

The delivery of content assessed in these papers was completed by 
March 2021 and therefore students will have opportunities to re-
vise, develop and receive feedback on these topics. 
  
Lesson and independent study time tasks from this point forwards 
will focus heavily on further revision and recap of this content. 
  
Particular focus will be given to synoptic delivery of topics taught in 
lockdown in 2020. 
  
These papers cover a breadth of material, students will have a 
good opportunity to demonstrate their aptitude in the subject and 
provide robust evidence for students attaining grades at all levels. 



 

2. Will some pieces of evidence be more important than others in determining these final grades?  

For the majority of students, we anticipate that the results of the May Mnternal Assessments will be the most important piece of evidence in determining their final grade. No student 

will be awarded a final grade that is below the grade achieved in these end of course assessments. Where there is a disparity between the grades achieved in the two end of course 

assessments the Unified Chemistry in class assessment will be the most useful piece of evidence in determining the final grade in addition with the two assessments. The teachers of 

this course are confident that these assessments will allow them to differentiate between students at all levels of performance (A*-E), whilst also reflecting the significant disadvantage 

that they have experienced as a result of school closures since March 2020 and the more limited time they will have for revision.  

However, a more holistic judgement of a student’s performance using the full range of evidence outlined below will be applied in the following circumstances: 

• Where the grade achieved in the end of course assessments is below that obtained in several other pieces of evidence outlined in Table B above.  

• Where a student’s capacity to perform at their best in the end of course assessments is impaired by circumstances outside of their control (e.g. illness of a requirement to self-

isolate).   

 

3. How will teachers and school leaders ensure that the grades awarded at the end of the course are fair and accurate? 

 

In addition to whole-school measures to ensure all assessments are fair and accurate, the following measures will be applied in A-Level Chemistry:  

 

• Subject teachers will undertake marking standardisation training provided by OCR in advance of marking the end of course assessments.  

• A 20% sample of the end of course assessments will be moderated by two teachers in the Chemistry Department.  

• The evidence used and final grades awarded for each student will be reviewed by (a) the Head of Chemistry, b) The Head of Science, (c) the Head of Sixth Form, and (d) the Head 

of Centre.  

 

4. What evidence of student performance will be available for external verification? 

The scripts produced by students in Unified Chemistry in class assessment (Source 4) and the paper 1 and 2 May Internal Assessments (Source 5) will be retained in school (see Table B 

above). For all other sources of evidence, mark book data will also be retained for internal and external reference. 



A-Level English Literature 
Specification: AQA English Literature A 

Specification Link: https://filestore.aqa.org.uk/resources/english/specifications/AQA-7711-7712-SP-2015.PDF  

Teaching Staff: Mr Mike Griffiths and Ms Louise Currant 

 

How much of the course specification has been taught to students since September 2019 and how has teaching been affected by periods of school / 

year group bubble closure? 

Table A below summarises how much of the content outlined in the course specification has been delivered since September 2019 and outlines how this has been affected by periods of 

school closure: 

 

 

Table A: Teaching of A-Level English Literature (September 2019 – April 2021) 
  

Specification Content Taught? Manner of Delivery Comments 

Paper 1: Love 
Through the Ages 

Section A: (Shakespeare) Othello Fully In school Limited opportunities to review and revise content since 
December 2019. 

Section B: Unseen Poetry Limited Remote Delivered remotely in March-June 2020 without the support 
of Teams. 

Section C: Comparing Texts 
Text Choices: Rebecca and Pre-1900 Poetry 
Anthology 

Partially In school Core texts studied in school, but opportunities to make links 
between texts and develop analysis skills curtailed by lock-
down in March 2020. 

Paper 2: (Option 
2A) WWI and its 
Aftermath 

Section A: Regeneration (Prose) Fully In school and remote Delivered both in school and remotely with the support of 
Teams between September 2020 – March 2021. 

Section B (i): Unseen Prose Limited Remote Some limited remote teaching in March 2021. 

https://filestore.aqa.org.uk/resources/english/specifications/AQA-7711-7712-SP-2015.PDF


 

2. What evidence will be used to determine final grades for students in this course at the end of Year 13? 

Table B below outlines the five sources of evidence that will be used to determine final grades for students in this course: 

 

 

Section B (ii): Up The Line to Death (Poetry) 
and My Boy Jack (Drama) 

Fully In school and remote Delivered both in school and remotely with the support of 
Teams between September 2020 – February 2021. 

 

Non-Examined Assessment Independent comparison of two texts, one 
of which must be pre-1900, leading to an 
essay of 2,500 words. 

N/a In school and remote Students provided with in
– December 2020. Support continued remotely from Janu-
ary – March 2021. The specification states that this task 
must be completed independently and with strict limita-
tions on the level of feedback / guidance that is to be pro-
vided by teachers.

Table B: Assessment Evidence for A-Level English Literature 

Sources of evidence Date range Description (including content / skills 
covered and links to specification) 

Rationale for adjusted content and / or format (where applicable) 

S
o
u
r
c
e
 

1 

Exam-style essays Sep 2020 – May 
2021 

Exam-style responses to all core texts and 
unseen analysis tasks included in specifi-
cation for Paper 1: Love Through the Ages 
and Paper 2: WWI and its Aftermath, 
marked according to exam board criteria. 
Drawn from work completed across Years 
12 and 13. 

  

S
o
u
r
c
e
 

2 

Non-Examined Assess-
ment 

Sep 2021 – Apr 
2021 

Independent, extended comparison 
(approx. 2,500 words) of two texts, one of 
which is pre-1900, written under non-
examined conditions. 

  



 

S
o
u
r
c
e
 

3 

Winter Mock Exam Dec 2020 One full mock exam paper, based upon 
Paper 1 (see Table A above), split into two 
sections to accommodate limitations as-
sociated with exam venues (see oppo-
site): 
  
Paper 1: Love Through the Ages (Part 1: 1 
hour) 
Section A: Othello 
  
Paper 1: Love Through the Ages (Part 2: 2 
hours) 
Section B: Unseen Poetry 
Section C: Pre-1900 Poetry Anthology and 
Rebecca 

Paper 2: WWI and its Aftermath was not included in this mock se-
ries because students had only studied a limited range of content 
relevant to this paper in Dec 2020. The mock exam also provided 
students with an opportunity for students to revisit work from Year 
12 and for teachers to identify the areas of Paper 1 where students 
required the most support with revision. 
  
The paper was split into two parts to accommodate limitations 
associated with exam venues that emerged as a result of Covid-19 
health and safety regulations. 
  

S
o
u
r
c
e
 

4 

Independent Unseen 
Analysis Tasks 

Apr – May 2021 Four independent assessment tasks com-
pleted under timed conditions that focus 
on the areas of the course that are not 
included in the end of course assess-
ments: 
  
1: Two unseen poetry exercises (relevant 
to Paper 1) 
2: Two unseen prose exercises (relevant 
to Paper 2) 

The capacity to analyse and respond to unseen texts is being tested 
outside of timed conditions to reflect the impact of school closures 
on teaching (see Table A above). 



 

S
o
u
r
c
e
 

5 

May Internal Assessments May – Jun 2021 Two final assessment papers: 
  
Paper 1: Love Through the Ages (2 hours) 
  
Task A: Othello 
Possible themes for examination: jealousy, 
race, gender, marriage, and appearance 
vs reality.   
  
Task B: Pre-1900 Poetry Anthology and 
Rebecca 
Possible themes for examination: roman-
tic love, sex, the pain of love, age, and 
social conventions. 
  
Paper 2: WWI and its Aftermath (2 hours) 
  
Task A: Regeneration 
Possible themes for examination: duty, 
masculinity, psychological impact of war, 
love and friendship, and heroism. 
  
Task B (ii): Up The Line to Death and My 
Boy Jack 
Possible themes for examination: nation-
alism and patriotism, death, social class, 
life on the Western Front, and opposition 
to war. 
  

Unseen poetry (Paper 1) and unseen prose (Paper 2) analysis tasks 
have not been included in these exams. This is to reflect the very 
limited opportunities that have been available for students to learn 
and practise the skills required for success in these sections under 
exam conditions (see Table A above). 
  
In recognition of the impact of lockdown on teaching and learning, 
students have also been directed to focus on a defined set of 
themes for each core text. These reflect the elements of the sylla-
bus that (a) teachers believe have been delivered most effectively 
since Year 12, and (b) that will provide all students with a fair and 
equal opportunity to demonstrate their progress in this subject. 
  
Although the Shakespeare text in Paper 1 would usually be a closed 
book question, this assessment will be open book to reflect the 
limited time students will have to revise for these end of course 
assessments. 



 

3. Will some pieces of evidence be more important than others in determining these final grades?  

For the majority of students, we anticipate that the results of the May Internal Assessments will be the most important piece of evidence in determining their final grade. No student 

will be awarded a final grade that is below the grade achieved in these end of course assessments. The teachers of this course are confident that these assessments will allow them 

to differentiate between students at all levels of performance (A*-E), whilst also reflecting the significant disadvantage that they have experienced as a result of school closures since 

March 2020 and the more limited time they will have for revision.  

However, a more holistic judgement of a student’s performance using the full range of evidence outlined below will be applied in the following circumstances: 

• Where the grade achieved in the end of course assessments is below that obtained in several other pieces of evidence outlined in Table B above.  

• Where a student’s capacity to perform at their best in the end of course assessments is impaired by circumstances outside of their control (e.g. illness of a requirement to self-

isolate).   

 

4. How will teachers and school leaders ensure that the grades awarded at the end of the course are fair and accurate? 

 

In addition to whole-school measures to ensure all assessments are fair and accurate, the following measures will be applied in A-Level English Literature:  

 

• Subjects teachers will undertake marking standardisation training provided by AQA in advance of marking the end of course assessments.  

• A 20% sample of the end of course assessments will be moderated by a senior teacher in the English Department.  

• The evidence used and final grades awarded for each student will be reviewed by (a) the Head of English, (b) the Head of Sixth Form, and (c) the Head of Centre.  

 

5. What evidence of student performance will be available for external verification? 

The scripts produced by students in response to the independent unseen analysis tasks (Source 4) and the May Internal Assessments (Source 5) will be retained in school (see Table B 

above). For all other sources of evidence, mark book data will also be retained for internal and external reference. 



A-Level French 

Specification: AQA French 

Specification Link: https://filestore.aqa.org.uk/resources/french/specifications/AQA-7652-SP-2016.PDF 

Teaching Staff: Miss Amy Lewis and Mr Owen Vince 

How much of the course specification has been taught to students since September 2019 and how has teaching been affected by periods of school / 

year group bubble closure? 

Table A below summarises how much of the content outlined in the course specification has been delivered since September 2019 and outlines how this has been affected by periods of 

school closure: 

 

Table A: Teaching of A-Level French (September 2019 – April 2021) 
  

Specification Content Taught? Manner of 
Delivery 

Comments 

Paper 1: 
Reading, 
Listening 
and Writing 

La famille en voie de chan-
gement 

Fully In school Year 1 topic- delivered face to face in school.  Revisited for the y12 mock at the start of September 
2020.  All skills assessed during y12 mock September 2020 or in December mock 2020. 

La “cyber-société” Fully In school Year 1 topic- delivered face to face in school.  Revisited for the y12 mock at the start of September 
2020. .  All skills assessed during y12 mock September 2020 or in December mock 2020 

Le rôle du bénévolat Fully In school and 
remote 

Year 1 topic-delivered remotely during the March 2020 lockdown without the use of teams.  All skills 
assessed during y12 mock September 2020 or in December mock 2020 

Une culture fière de son 
patrimoine 

Fully In school Year 1 topic- delivered face to face in school.  All skills assessed during y12 mock September 2020 or in 
December mock 2020 

La musique francophone 
contemporaine 

Fully In school Year 1 topic- delivered face to face in school.  All skills assessed during y12 mock September 2020 or in 
December mock 2020 

https://filestore.aqa.org.uk/resources/french/specifications/AQA-7652-SP-2016.PDF


   Le septième art Fully In school and 
remote 

Year 1 topic-delivered remotely during the March 2020 lockdown without the use of teams.  All skills as-
sessed during y12 mock September 2020 or in December mock 2020 

Les aspects positifs d’une 
société diverse. 

Fully In school Year 2 topic- delivered face to face in school.  All skills assessed during December 2020 mocks 

Quelle vie pour les marginali-
sés 

Fully In school Year 2 topic- delivered face to face in school. 

Comment traite-on les crimi-
nels ? 

Fully In school and 
remote 

Year 2 topic- delivered face to face in school and remote via teams during the January 2021 lockdown. 

Les ados, le droit de vote et 
l’engagement politique 

Fully In school and 
remote 

Year 2 topic- delivered face to face in school with some teaching via teams during the January 2021 lock-
down. 

Manifestations, grèves- a qui 
le pouvoir ? 

Fully In school and 
remote 

Year 2 topic- delivered mainly remotely during the January 2021 lockdown with some face to face time in 
school. 

La politique et l’immigration Partially In school and 
remote 

Year 2 topic- delivered mainly remotely during the January 2021 with some face to face time in school 

Paper 2: 
Study of 
film (‘Au 
revoir les 
enfants’) 
and book 
(‘No et 
moi’) 

‘No et moi’ 
  

Partially In school and 
remote 

Lockdown and disrupted teaching in the summer term of 2020 led to a delay with beginning the novel.  Con-
tent delivered both in school and at home but assessment has been limited. 

‘Au revoir les enfants’ 
  

Fully In school and 
remote 

Delivered both in school prior to lockdown March 2020, and then remotely during that lockdown. 

Paper 3: 
Speaking 

Photo Card Fully In school The photo card element is a skill practiced in class and during the December 2020 Mock exam, however 
some topics will have been covered remotely and therefore content knowledge will be limited. 
  

  IRP Partially In school and 
remote 

The Independent Research project is an independent task for students to prepare.  We have discussed ques-
tions and how to prepare but the preparation is down to the students.  No mock exam is allowed to be car-
ried out on their chosen topic.  Students prepared a “mini” IRP for their mock exam in December 2020 and 
have prepared several presentations on topics taught throughout the course.  Topics have been chosen and 
research by the students is underway. 



 

 

1. What evidence will be used to determine final grades for students in this course at the end of Year 13? 

Table B below outlines the five sources of evidence that will be used to determine final grades for students in this course: 

 



 
2. Will some pieces of evidence be more important than others in determining these final grades?  

For the majority of students, we anticipate that the results of Source 4 and Source 5 (see above) will be the most important piece of evidence in determining their final grade. No stu-

dent will be awarded a final grade that is below the grade achieved in these end of course assessments. The teachers of this course are confident that these assessments will allow 

them to differentiate between students at all levels of performance (A*-E), whilst also reflecting the significant disadvantage that they have experienced as a result of school closures 

since March 2020 and the more limited time they will have for revision.  

However, a more holistic judgement of a student’s performance using the full range of evidence outlined below will be applied in the following circumstances: 

• Where the grade achieved in the end of course assessments is below that obtained in several other pieces of evidence outlined in Table B above.  

• Where a student’s capacity to perform at their best in the end of course assessments is impaired by circumstances outside of their control (e.g. illness of a requirement to self-

isolate).   

 

3.How will teachers and school leaders ensure that the grades awarded at the end of the course are fair and accurate? 

 

In addition to whole-school measures to ensure all assessments are fair and accurate, the following measures will be applied in A-Level French: 

 

• Marking of work to be moderated across both A Level French teachers.  

• Marks awarded to be moderated by the Head of MFL.  

• The evidence used and final grades awarded for each student will be reviewed by (a) the Head of MFL, (b) the Head of Sixth Form, and (c) the Head of Centre.  

 

4. What evidence of student performance will be available for external verification? 

Responses produced by students against points 2-5 will be retained in school (in the case of the Speaking assessment, this will be in recorded form). For all other sources of evidence, 

mark book data will also be retained for internal and external reference. 



A-Level Further Mathematics  

Specification: Pearson Edexcel A level Further Mathematics 

Specification Link: https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/A%20Level/Mathematics/2017/specification-and-sample-assesment/a-level-l3-

further-mathematics-specification.pdf  

Teaching Staff: Mrs Jane Thrower and Miss Kelly Cripps 

 

How much of the course specification has been taught to students since September 2019 and how has teaching been affected by periods of school / 

year group bubble closure? 

Table A below summarises how much of the content outlined in the course specification has been delivered since September 2019 and outlines how this has been affected by periods of 

school closure: 

https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/A%20Level/Mathematics/2017/specification-and-sample-assesment/a-level-l3-further-mathematics-specification.pdf
https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/A%20Level/Mathematics/2017/specification-and-sample-assesment/a-level-l3-further-mathematics-specification.pdf




 









A-Level Geography 

Specification: AQA Geography 7037 

Specification Link: https://filestore.aqa.org.uk/resources/geography/specifications/AQA-7037-SP-2016.PDF   

Teaching Staff: Mr Kurt Williams and Mrs Camilla Raynes 

 

How much of the course specification has been taught to students since September 2019 and how has teaching been affected by periods of school / 

year group bubble closure? 

Table A below summarises how much of the content outlined in the course specification has been delivered since September 2019 and outlines how this has been affected by periods of 

school clo- sure: 

https://filestore.aqa.org.uk/resources/geography/specifications/AQA-7037-SP-2016.PDF


 



 



 



 



 



A-Level Physics 

Specification: AQA A Level Physics 7408 

Specification Link: https://filestore.aqa.org.uk/resources/physics/specifications/AQA-7407-7408-SP-2015.PDF 

Teaching Staff: Mr Rhys Jones 

 

How much of the course specification has been taught to students since September 2019 and how has teaching been affected by periods of school / 

year group bubble closure? 

Table A below summarises how much of the content outlined in the course specification has been delivered since September 2019 and outlines how this has been affected by periods of 

school closure: 

https://filestore.aqa.org.uk/resources/physics/specifications/AQA-7407-7408-SP-2015.PDF
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