
  

  
 
  

The Clarendon Academy 

Frome Road 

Trowbridge 

Wiltshire 

BA14 0DJ 

Tel: 01225 762686  

Email: 

general@clarendonacademy.com  

Website: 

www.clarendonacademy.com  

 

Date: 20th September 2022 

 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

 

RE: Homework for Years 7-11 

 

I hope this letter finds you all well.   

We have thought carefully about the role of homework in our school curriculum 

and have adopted a new approach to it. Parents and carers play a really 

important role in helping students complete their homework to a good standard 

and on time, so we want to make sure you are clear on everything that it involves: 

 

How does homework fit into our school curriculum? 

The curriculum is everything that your child learns in school. One of the most 

important features of our curriculum at Clarendon is RPE, which stands for Recover 

– Practise – Extend. We use RPE to make sure that all students fully understand the 

most important things in each subject, what we call the unmissable content. This is 

how it works: 

Recover: This is where a teacher helps a student learn some ‘unmissable content’ 

that they missed out on due to absence.  

Practise: This is where a teacher helps a student or a class perfect their 

understanding of unmissable content.  

Extend: This is where a teacher stretches and challenges a student who has 

already grasped a piece of unmissable content, so that they can respond to even 

more difficult tasks or questions.  

Students have regular RPE lessons in each of their subjects, but RPE will also 

determine the homework tasks that teachers set from now on.  

 

 

http://www.clarendonacademy.com/


  

  
 
  

 

 

We have decided to do this because the unmissable content that RPE focuses on 

is so important for students to succeed in school. It also reflects a strategy for 

helping students learn more and remember it for longer that we call spaced 

learning: This is where students are taught important information not once or twice, 

but on several occasions throughout their time in school. This is an approach 

supported by lots of research in education because it helps with long-term 

retention of information and helps reduce stress for students when they have to 

revise for tests / exams.  

By using RPE to guide our approach to homework, we will be making sure that your 

child has every opportunity to fully grasp the unmissable content they need to 

thrive in school.  

 

How can I check to see what homework my child has been set? 

All homework tasks that your child is set are now visible via the Go4Schools Parents 

website or app.  

The first time you make use of Go4Schools, you need to do so via the website: 

www.go4schools.com. You then need to follow the following steps: 

1. Select ‘Parents login’ from the drop-down box at the top right-hand side of 

the screen.  

2. Click ‘First-time user’. 

3. Enter your email address and click ‘New password’. 

4. Go to the inbox of the email address you entered. You should have 

received a link allowing you to create a password.  

5. Log-in to your account.  

Please note that your parent account will only work with the email address you 

supplied us with. If you have trouble logging in, or have yet to provide us with an 

email address, please email general@clarendonacademy.com for help.  

Once you have successfully logged in, you will be able to download and use the 

Go4Schools parents’ app. Both this and the website will allow you to monitor what 

homework your child has been set, as well as information on their attendance, 

behavior and rewards.  

 

 

 

 

http://www.go4schools.com/
mailto:general@clarendonacademy.com


  

  
 
  

 

 

How and when will homework be set? 

Many of our subjects now use websites to set homework. These websites often 

allow students to receive instant feedback on their performance, as well as 

providing teachers with important information on how their classes perform on 

different topics and tasks. 

Other subjects may continue to set paper-based homework, or using electronic 

resources designed by our teachers. Copies of these resources will be available for 

you to access via the Go4Schools Parents app (see above), and for students via 

their equivalent app.   

The table below shows how work will be set in each subject, including the names 

of any relevant websites. It also shows how often you can expect homework to be 

set in each subject. Please note that these timings are guidelines only and that 

there may be some points in the year where homework frequencies may vary (for 

example, due to teacher absence or events like sports days).   

For vocational subjects in Years 10-11, homework varies according to the module 

being studied: For modules that are assessed via an external exam, students are 

likely to be set weekly or fortnightly homework. However, when students are 

completing coursework, they must do so under teacher supervision, which means 

that homework is more limited at these times.  

 Subject What websites do students 

use for homework? 

How often is it set? 

Y
e

a
rs

 7
 t

o
 9

 

Mathematics Years 7 and 8: 

www.mymaths.co.uk 

 

Year 9: 

https://vle.mathswatch.co.uk   

Weekly 

English www.educake.co.uk Weekly 

Science www.educake.co.uk Weekly 

History N/a Fortnightly 

Geography www.senecalearning.com Fortnightly 

Personal 

Development 

(including 

Religious 

Studies) 

Microsoft Office (Forms) 

Accessible via 

www.office.com 

 

Students should use their 

Clarendon email to log-in.  

Two to three times per 

half term 

French / 

German 

N/a Weekly 

http://www.mymaths.co.uk/
https://vle.mathswatch.co.uk/
http://www.educake.co.uk/
http://www.educake.co.uk/
http://www.senecalearning.com/
http://www.office.com/


  

  
 
  

Performing 

Arts (Music, 

Dance and 

Drama) 

Microsoft Office (Forms) 

Accessible via 

www.office.com 

 

Students should use their 

Clarendon email to log-in. 

Once per discipline per 

term 

PE / Games Microsoft Office (Forms) 

Accessible via 

www.office.com 

Students should use their 

Clarendon email to log-in. 

Start and end of each 

half-term (three 

homeworks in total per 

half-term) 

Design 

Technology 

N/a Three times per rotation 

Art N/a Fortnightly 

 Mathematics https://vle.mathswatch.co.uk   Weekly 

English www.educake.co.uk  Weekly 

Science www.educake.co.uk  Twice a week for 

Combined Science; 

three times a week for 

Separate Science.  

History N/a Weekly 

Geography www.senecalearning.com  Weekly 

Personal 

Development 

(including 

Religious 

Studies) 

N/a None 

French / 

German 

N/a Weekly 

iMedia N/a Fortnightly 

Product 

Design 

www.senecalearning.com  Weekly 

Hospitality 

and Catering 

N/a Weekly 

Textiles N/a Weekly 

Art N/a Weekly 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.office.com/
http://www.office.com/
https://vle.mathswatch.co.uk/
http://www.educake.co.uk/
http://www.educake.co.uk/
http://www.senecalearning.com/
http://www.senecalearning.com/


  

  
 
  

 

 

What help have students been given to manage their passwords and log-in details 

for these homework websites? 

Just like us, our students often forget their passwords!  

To help with this, we have told all students to use the same password they use to 

access the school network (including school email) for homework websites. These 

passwords are sufficiently personalised to avoid them being hacked by others, but 

they should only be used for homework websites. These websites are not used to 

store personal data for any students. We will also instruct students to only use these 

passwords for school-based websites and NOT for any personal ones.  

To help students remember their passwords, we have created a single sheet on 

which they can record them. I have included a copy of this sheet with this letter. I 

would advise all students to record their passwords on this sheet and to keep a 

copy safe at home.  

 

What happens if we do not have access to the internet at home? 

Students are welcome to use the school library after school if they need access to 

ICT. They can also use the computers located in the Adrian Green / Sixth Form 

building. Any students unsure about where to find these places should ask their 

tutors.  

We know that some students prefer a change of scenery at the end of the day. 

Where that is the case, we would recommend Trowbridge library as a great space 

for completing homework. The library has ICT facilities available and is free to use. 

Students will need to register as members if they decide to make use of this 

service. Full details on how to become a member of the library are available here.  

 

What happens if my child does not complete their homework (a) on time or (b) to 

a good standard? 

Homework is really important to the progress of every student in our school. We 

know from experience that students who try their best with homework go on to get 

better grades in their tests and exams. This is why we have to do everything we 

can to ensure students complete it on time and try their best with it.   

Students who do not complete their homework on time, or who only do it to a poor 

standard, may be set a lunchtime detention by the teacher who set it. This will 

usually happen on the same day that the missed homework was due in, but it may 

also be the day after.  

https://www.wiltshire.gov.uk/libraries-join-the-library


  

  
 
  

 

 

Lunchtime detentions will take place in D10, where students will have access to ICT 

facilities. Students who are set a missing homework detention will have time to eat 

their lunch, although they will need to do so in D10. Food will also be available for 

them to purchase in D10.  

Lunchtime detentions will be supervised at all times by a senior member of staff 

and a member of teaching staff. This means that students will also be able to ask 

for help with their homework if they need it.  

If students fail to attend a lunchtime detention, they will be given (a) another 

lunchtime detention the next day and (b) an after-school detention. This is a tough 

sanction, but it reflects how important homework is and how seriously we take it 

when students deliberately fail to show respect for school rules.  

 

How do I contact the school if my child has a problem with their homework? 

Occasionally, students may have a good reason for requesting an extension for 

their homework, or for needing extra help with it.  

When this is the case, we require parents to provide us with a short note explaining 

why the homework has not been completed. This can be a written note or it can 

be sent via email. Emails should be sent directly to the teacher who has set the 

homework. You can find all of the email addresses for staff here.  

We are currently helping students gain access to homework websites and record 

their passwords in school. We will continue to do this throughout this term and 

ensure that all students are able to access the websites they need to complete 

their homework. However, when we return to school on Tuesday 2nd November 

after the half-term break, we will no longer accept ‘I forgot my password’ as an 

excuse for not completing homework on time, unless students request help with this 

at least 48 hours before the homework is due.  

Where students routinely fail to complete their homework, we may invite them and 

you to a meeting to discuss the reasons for this. Please be reassured that such 

meetings are intended to be supportive and are designed to help students 

overcome the challenges they might be facing to completing homework.  

 

How do I find out more about homework or the curriculum? 

Later this term, we will invite all parents to an evening where we will explain how 

our curriculum works at Clarendon, including the role of homework. This will be an 

ideal opportunity for you to ask  

https://www.clarendonacademy.com/377/staff-contacts


  

  
 
  

 

 

questions about either of these features of the school.  

If you have questions about a specific piece of homework, you should email the 

teacher who has set it using the contact details available here.  

If you have a more general question about homework, you can email me, Mr Mike 

Griffiths: mlg@clarendonacademy.com. 

Best wishes, 

 

 

Mr M. Griffiths 

Deputy Headteacher 

https://www.clarendonacademy.com/377/staff-contacts
mailto:mlg@clarendonacademy.com


  

  
 
  

 


